UNIVERSITA

DI TORINO
Uni versit”™ degli Studi
Master 6s degree in Area and GI

Cooperation

Womenos design of al-tern

economic exl stence
The case study of the Rot a
Associati onlsouga,t h®errce g ol

Supervisor

Eli sa Bignante
Cosupersvi sor
Egi Baonsero

Ma rMaos c a

Candi dat e
Ch©treaux,L
Student nAl

ena, Lo
028833

Academic Year 2022/ 2023






€Christian:



Acknowl edgment s

First of al |, I would Ilike to thank the superyv
whose research greatly inspired anhdtaaoampapi €d
Egi di o fDamsa&lrlo,hi s insightful | essons, dnaltslhoe

wish to express my deepesisgrabiftadeést aowor ke ¢0b

whom | met during the fi eddwhoerlkp eadn dmew huonsdee resxtpaent
how to approach it, and how to respectfulfly en
this thesis have been essenti al i n shaping thi:
Secondl vy, I would |Ii ke to thank the Universit?
the field of i nternational cooperation, and f
extremely grateful fortteae, UnhatCoal Iscwed ames hti @
pursue my own research project. Finally, I t han
hosting me in Louga, and to have offered me suc
I am beyond thankful for all the people | met d
l evel s. I thank EIl ena De Gi owshagavwe ome ctt h eanaonmme
| earn new and adaptive ways to work. I thank n
during al/l those months. Above all, I thank t

ROSCAs, that trpuwsotjeedcti,n tnheatanodpoemyed t o me and we
grateftile fred ati onships we made and Kkeep on nu

gatekeeper of the research, that introduced me
agai n.

[ thank my family, for always supporting me in
study abroad. Finally, I warmly thank my frien:t
me , both personally and professionally.

Lena ChOtr eas

A A



Abstract

This thesis investigates into the phenomenon o
di stinceicoeomioci al t drasa&tdiuveeh i ¢ md ¢ @®n drued ear cihn L
Senegal during the spring of 2023. Examining va
as vectors of economic opportunities, fosterint
at the nei gMdrog dwerd, [telvied .t hesi s aims at unders
genaddcral ternative spaces.

ROSCAs, S p ¢ @ o™it danltal mdb ralda | Masplaay dual rol es in

economic needs and fulfillingdgheopiaalt i duptalme sr e
ROSGAI | eltaomeomi ¢ act iLwiutgiae & eii, y dabndde hdododdsl v connec
ot her thanks,ta@ana tSomet meswewlkn famili al ties
The conceptual framework of the thesis navi ga
exploring conceptions of space and pl ace, as w

Grounded in these conceph,s,detvheel mpErednmnfcddrdfinad
aces. The assemblage geography Jliterature i

sembl age readilmagsed aomarlga mailonegds writings

> o o

opting a qualitative design with a feminist

-

P
s
d
eflexivity and posioffi corbasleirtvyat i \banr,i oaulso nnge t vhiotdhs
0
n
0

combinked this regard, theallf etmeinhcds apPmoag hwhap:
and | ife hi,ment gl makmit eghheowasonglr Bphyi ci pant obser
conver sawdlokpisnagy@nd i nt egr al roles in shaping thi
Dr awing from assembl age l'iterature, the thesi
nei ghborhecodn®s misocicondi ti ons and the <creation
nei ghborhood, charactleed za&dt ibwi tidtess -phasttdinbei sw onnee
empower echubmant bewWmanmtners eich i o ROSCHAacprovide a:
economic spaces of encounter.

n conclusion, thkeghesiantsndegacadiaeag ROSCAs a

—

hey do r eperceosneomii ca addeirmati ve cfplater n a&tabsoa yima
defined -Grya HEehcsoonnd | vy, they are socially helpful
their gendered a@apecsts,p damsd | pyr,ederety aag e based ¢
meaning of being woman, in respect to being ma

ot he status quo, and a tool for women to recl ai
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R®s um®

Ce m®moire ®tudie |l e ph®nom ne des association
gu' espa®esensmcgoes alternatifs. 1 est bas® su
S®n®gal, au printemps 2023%.meEBn dex aBRnMOSCaAnt |I' eRst udl
l eur rtle en tant que vecteurs d'opportunit®s
du quartier, et comme agent I mpactant |l e d®ve
compremdsar Padans | aquell e | es ROSCA sont des ¢

Les ROSCAs,ormrctoimme dlRa stsmibade , e hagdo rbda slpeauent un
rtdens | a gestion quotidienne des bésccompPctsesBse
desbl i gati ons soci al eddansd ®eesqual LCielss pxad ielnescdiriawvd
recherche foeROPG@ASE i ®eidre ddwrerm® me quaadtiievwi,t @&s

®conomi ques dans Elel e meomtuatradteas | i ®es par u|
certaines dbéentre elles sont de |l a m°me famil/|l ¢
Le cadre conceptuel de ce m®moire explore | es
conceptions de | '"espace et du | ieu, ainsi qgue |
sur ces concepts, Illaa rcerc@aetricohne, slee cdo®&vceelna prpee neurr
comme espackas lailttte®Rrnaattuirfes.sur | a g®ographie d'a
en se concentrant particuli rement suourl ase®tect

Mi c hLealnec i one.

Cette recher ohteeaq uaaplpirtoacthiev ef mli ni st e, gui m ne
|@&ti que, et plupopm®diosd@®mede réRdr clke Vi PRes e es meE
ont ®t® utilis®es, et preowtendddboredcpassi énh®es
comprendrel debsenvy axit en | de snaprabriatéi ncei poanntt e®&t ® tut i
suivies par des m®t hodes verbales, co#mme ulce s11r ®:
ete Ir®ci;ai dedadPdaechodes: viauphdtedgsaphi deetal ees
Le contexte est analys® gr ©ce ~ | aCedita te®r akvuirdee

Il i mpact r®ciprogu®cemtome qlues dandiutairamers edci ¢
des RQ@Q&*CAuartier, caract®ris® par ses activit®
pl einresksorc® par dkes ahguanmatisnsse cdti omen humai ns d
ROSGAonstit uenft®ndi ehe nese psaparel 458 ceosn oarti qu e s .

En conclusi on, ce m®moire souligne tqguw'iess ppaociens
alternati f s. Premi rement, i | s repr®sentent un
march® alternatif tGrlaheangueDedudfii nmeemepnatr, Gilbss osno
pr ®sentent comme ders poepraclses sfPewmae, Epudae i |
const®galkameenstp apeelsi { | gaesegenumM®sout il per mettan

revendiquer | eur droit ° | espace public.
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l ntroducti on

This thesis project issc hboorar fsthhi agpdk oyt d htehd&JnWNle.r

all owed cmevndtu@etgaony own research in the city of
put i n myr ascttuidciees i n the masterdés degree in A
CooperTahtei dm.t erdi sciplinarity of this course al
qgualitative methods and a feminist approach.

Louga is a smaWescipgronot h8ehNegah. It is the |
namelt is close to the sea, but doegy irmdotwahahvea nc
mostly sand streets inside the neighborhoods.
frontiers. The one | engaged in for ,t heev erne stehaoru

the women started in thevMomastofydares rtels ¢cpneerh snpeev

together with the participants was in this neic¢

I f the methodol ogy and the hApprbaahriveed gni Een
research projecktndvéisdvgaei net diafviae ereauttfa tti meg , e xsiasvti
credit aBROBCEAmt itdn s (s pteecri fsiocnaeh dwemenkdsAf st andi ng
soeicoonomi c dynamics at st akle,ciard meeteinrgg gteh eo r
ROSCAs as alt dhreatguweael i spddee. r gogralppivoaitc h a
remajsaeld felt the need to question my positiona
understanding of spaceMarheaowerh, tihte aplrlioswre dofa gge

mar ginalized, peopéeidbal vpi tbhbsoughahtbteobseryain
ment al sketch maps activities.
I was introduced in the neighborhood, and to t

his specifiamomei dhaonr IB®dodg efaors, and had been p.
years too. When we fitéodbsmebctl vdt desmptnanowha
h

t hem. But as we spent time together, and start
studi es, and what [ was interested in f@r tihis
has beewochange efor me to be introduced by a me
relationships. Moreover, the fact t hat her sel f
hel ped my insertion in the group.

The rotating, saving and credit associations al

part of a vast scope of alternative(Kbanomhd A

202TIhis practice is deeply gendered, alrhge at enos

1
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sed on cooperation.anbdeyrpsbfamohgomant gciepar

d it is rare to find practices that are exac
eat foundations are the same: women need alt
at too( Gu®r idmQns2tOh0i6és) wor k three types of ROSC
ntine, i mplying a rotating credit practice i
money on ad rsehgeu |locanrc eb atsai kse, sDiatahmd arhaan € yo rarf od | It .c
tead of money fpabordiuccst,s csluecahniansg fpofobdd,u t Bast et

maybe the most i mportant one i nLat hdmsE&hghsbc

s
d
actice is dedicaffataafke atsht e hfaiprpeemad inmgg dafr i tnfge
slim calendar, around a coupllen otfhinso nstchosp ea fwc
n

ey for the whole iyeatromeedtif nghevBrgsiSdedags

e aim of this research is to expelcoorneo mvocmeernxd ss f
rough the case study of the ROSCAs Womeabsei
|l ationship to space and surroundings was anal
siespaoé i nt eirmsepitrieodh sby (MiOcdhéed ley sLiasn co fo htatbet hm a
gard, space andi plt aceeat ieo ma dlee ehfwereaann yctosm phounnea
d all can be subject of the-potedy.i aThe breeiagilsl
constant, and the impact on its ciotimpoeanent ot
e understanding of alternative -Grpaham 1ils @6 6 |
06,. B®DR) condeptniatoit ;anft yaspyesrt esmes t he way i n wht
st be analyzed: bearing in mindat hetrhath otylee isy
|l e goadl i sr matti ¢ihtey, or tthheer afnidgshitoirntgq ¢ afd sasan y:
dreosssgrm money manafrengnéené ssoelks designed and

rticul ar context .

found few | iteriant ugreeneornalt,h et hoef nmMaQSoQAspart of

cl usitwenlpyw ateitd c e, and tihse nmhossitalny cloonctaitneedn ti.n | 1
nsidered bheSSpdgafpen&s nesNopmreacdfi ctefsemi nisetd
sembl age analysis to understand the ROSCAs a

006) was ofi ngrtehaet u nndseprisrtaaandinng, and under | yi

is work aims at ans whorw ndgo twhoemefno ldlesswignng ad ut ees
eeicoonomi ¢ exi stence in the cityRotatbonga, S8en

edit AsFBhics agquesntsi on can divide as foll ows:

-What i s an eaelctoenroms tci vsep ascoec?i o

-Why would women need taHene? n@Gan viteh epyu ba c cce sssp ancoers

2



-Can the ROSCA be considered an alternative spa
-Are women aware that they are part of alternat
To antshwogsuee st i on, t hewitlhesdsfiisr ts tprruecsteunrte t he t he
feminist perspective on the concepts of space
acceptation of spatepraopdopétace.ciSecioodl yrefl ect
the assemblage in geography. The fot daowimg wht
met h o doofl otghye recetexdthfi hhely the presentation a
The first chapgeo g rwaadchcieapatdg t isgptaec etthher dr pc ammon al
thdisti,ncandonhsow can ¢matbdibbecegarpl,atéde concep

construction of space, as wehtdemst amdbiordd edf stpla
thesi s. Afterwards, space amnmlkdr opugahc ef enmilni shhe a:
geogrlappdheged, those are the main approaches usec

the methodol ogies developed during the researct
The second c¢haapitmesr aotf rtetfddesa oveapitkgeordmat i Mendepac e ¢
ROSCAs are analyzed ag<ognumomlm, umute ras traenfdli encgt iod n ad
asfiuctuates according nt ot hsipsa trieogtaernup, o rbaolt hc otnrtaen
acceptmatsitorbe redr awn fMas toluyr, perceocni osnei cc oanltteexrtn. a t
defined accoGdahgmdéo Gi disom of tshoec iGemteyd.ranlpy,r at
theoretiacfafl erteodo! lky t t he as sheembil mwees tliigtadreadt uase, a
mar gi nal i tipanaSshevep &r taisc t he nei ghbor hooehdumatns el f
components must be underst agednds ddtons @fotemd
The third chapter of this thesis focuses on t}
research | conducted Tihn st hceh acpitteyr ocfo htporoi geaegse Sreont €

—
o
—
—

hi s,sdicé$hsfacsd thshiemmt ¢ hwady lanmegoti paedi mypan
groGpcondl vy, the mmeehedagloaagyet gti ve dgeodognapmphitd
apprabcbws to deepeandnr mpalsp ®s v tedisngda atlchihete ypeodwe r b

i nherent to ddiemg nri ess & dprad tialdw igteht dheotdasi laerde t hr ou g |
activity and as fol|ll bwsstowakkivagi @as acmetwvhodes
participant $hoosheseawvat icoonupl ed wi t h ver bal me t
conver aat iwesidmitarsuct ur ed ainnmdt erihfaee Wisiyst drhieesvi s u
composed by photography aarde meaAlal i tshkabstec hmentahposd
together allowed a full comprehensionreseaheh i
guestions.

The fourth chapter delves into the context of
s calwea,r diso®glm@d ®p ar tod melndtwg ac,| ose asseambipzggdi €
nei ghborhood | eveldumdn ad d e mtusnamnfT ajtnhveenrmaai fgrhabnoer hao:

and reliabl eboash pooscsailblseour ces agraet huesreedd, ianl otnhge

3



Secondley ROSCAs and more prediseardbpttlhdedBmssai c

practices tahrreo udgens prhiokodyr aphs, observations, an
I n the |l ast chapter of this thesis, I owi |1 pr es
alternativescomoads efxisdein@ae in the city of L

and potenti al dsnnegt eneosreko F 1.t bl sntidifeasBdéedicoo nomi ¢ st r u.
are greatly advartegggehau sr efparo dwacme nnPPE ecisd lvliey fre
social obRO®€mrsormsmmyedi andtr ugltogdnattd otnheof a cir
anei ghboec &cecdondl y, tohfe scpoanccee patmoonngde ber phedi thiy
the presentation and anat yassisse mbfi ageab dk ethl ¢ thgls
reflection on the previously mentioned concept ¢
as embodied space and emotional geographytoadapt
the chapter offers an overview of ROSCAs as al
chapter 2, of alternativity.

I n a nRIASsChAesl la,re alternative s-pacgaps akbfeiiisepy an
model, and they present somehowldrmwawali capdge S |
they are not designed to, ptllaeytareef icg alatgheshilbrié e c
gender ed lansdpeecotdedni a6 ewenti ate themselves from th
toward the reappropriation of publ i cAlstpearcreat iR/Q
shoul @édbeaunsefully, especialipnl Wedn Gdobaly 6Gesth

eyes.



Chaptidihebretical framewor k: geographi

feminist perspective

Il ntroducti on

i s first cthhaepotireert ipcraolp ossteasnda usefe@eseaonchhndendut
neignalspri ngh@028hol ar shi pc hnaepniteirgneads iweltlhiass f
ided me through my own understanding of what
alyze it. [ propose to navigate through the
cording to various csr.i tAiscal beonad Ireandeicckal ImentiHCc

finitioncef amhiantp lgaergey rsapgaley i al |y t hrough bot h

—

ruction of space, to reach a definition of

O o0 o 9 99 «a »n -

> O O ® 6 oS <© o =T

ns
ncept of emotional geography,Thd sss emnhtoilael cihnap
e o

—

retical undeodtandongt oft space in place br

| n ography, the ¢ihasti amteispphacnideié® B Eleavedwuna ge i

«

e
which the reseiairsch hwa sstcaorntdiuncgt epdoi nt of t he whol
for one: how to make space become pl ace.

I n th

t hi

S
po-s bl ocnoinatle x t |, andSéeelgradteheed ,c aiste aolfl owsvhas tasu
n

i s recgoarmradmides,pol aticalaclomewlixa dshbd musdl oei S
i s what is brough bey Italpeherd aisdlarpgryo d ime teir en
bee conspiodeifteidclatl hgo otf c alhogmic & lulaebd gtt @ st he cr eat
awar earembass,s | mpl i cadagainnsitn tpho€adde eeua mih jr,t hi tt o
i nf or meolf ceacrmanlomi ¢ and social support .i Mhursbars

example theotasieng@fcrndadi t ,antdh asta vairneg tahses occa saet i
Peopl e became, in this regard, agent of their e
However s@timaluct i on ofi gshpacre eab d tigmisteatimtonlsac ks

regarddngiadnuda Itihtey ,uni que meaning given to a spe

I n this regard, the soci al congtmrsudtoicurs ®fn 9 ma
all owsenacnomglalssi ng community analysi sThvig hpantt e
especially interesting when | ooking Atpdrathigaalga

I s opnutg efTmhceerl i nk bet ween emodp daneasi daendtaistpya cnea, rakbesr
el ements that were part of the research tphreoces
approaches at the basis of this thesis, as it

individuality and place, and between community



Finally, as i ndividual s and comaknngj esanernqac
met hodol ogy to analyze the | attEmbodi edhrouagdhde tH
core both features of the soci al construction
individual 6s body, its moviememdii,ts atnhde iftosc uesx piemnr |
bodwperitemec.ecTotfiys i s directly related to the re

based on their movements, especially through me

Those <winlcle pftur t henr tbhee asnheacl oynzde dpiaor t wthofe htf hoicsu sc hi ¢

emoti onal and fTehnoisrei sttwog ecoagmr cagpphtys ar e essenti a
proceand participantso6 |ink to the space they ¢
Emoti ons and ident irteileast ealr ea ntdo tphe rsammmd niatnyd mu

Emoti onal geogr aphyaiinmetde rrred gaatti eosn sthhi ep dodfu bslpea c e

the impact of spaceimpaoned$ emotions andsphee
founded through emotion and experience, emoti on
constimThet edncept of emoti onal geography is int
spatyinmlmidcs of emotions, highlighting their cul

a comprehensive understanding of thhtei $dnigseardpslsay
the i mpact of soci al rel ati drochiispisncdmmis e mat iex T
dynamifcsmar gi nalFii natdhley rroalpes o f representation

explored through the examples of symbol s and n
emotions within a given space.

This access or resistance to access public spe
feminist gedgrmamhys.t rlgnedoegesda,phyt he experiences o
gender and the cultural .@ahd potusi cal opehsmwedth
based on gender iimpacts the spatiality of one?éo:c
t hem.particul ar atmengi ovadiijcceasd dt gt oe hehenm spac
reflection from the reseddrekhiermiitoynei $ scpiosent oonf

wi t h emotional geography, embodi ed geography,
understanding societal dynamics. By recognizin
coll ective embgdogeaphy felmahi ehges preconcept
knowl edge. The concept of intesrexeaatdacdiyal stgy,nega
perspectiaé oOnegoal ities and space. Wi thin fem
the cultural turn has | ed to quest ipoenrisnpge cttri avck
Acknowl edging that gender is a cultural and p
bet ween identities, cul mmdall ema@msmd 0 andromateira
f or maMoiroeno.v er , feminist geography finds a whol e

Il nddeodc,usi ng on neighborhood and city scales th

6



pl anning, advocating for radicdlhorsebuwirledithge ts@

to ook intordaseanght aed whoeéehere mentioned as



1. IThe concept of space: approaches and met |

1. 1.Slpace and pl ace

The nostpacaessobeen widely studied t hrpoluagchd o cheer diers
to the field and the schol arship, the fdél iyniotri
partitahily.thaessseci ab tshoei siaooceuss, wi | | b e snpoasstel y o
encompabisdenggl actdn this wtheerytopd aas aslived s

res

0

personal charaThiessisoncofhdsedddaead i®ih.ep Itahcaet e mer
e parnudicngatnhes Frerclpawmk@ir.eniuTrhdlso gdyi fdfer ent i a
n

wh e | otolkkd ndge aitgn of ophet omeWhiktvwéesmicieg ataebd | herye
to transform spacerenapondiomgt hobng pttembécamneed:

experfeaenhtegd
s

First of all, a quick overview of thefgemgwhpaoh
emerges a reflection on the soci al production ¢
Fromgeaogr aphi cal perspecti V20 100n,, s2d0a0ewee)d e sDhavit d i
conceptualizations: absolut e, relative and r el
peopleds | ives through property, good and serv
Mi chel (L2aG&KRud tf ocused on defining space, to dc
pl ace, as the small est uni t and space as a Wwi

definition of space and pl ace,r odnud thioghh lair gohutnsd t
it and i mpacts on it, espediedlllinlgyaseguwhyge, 20 Mha)
However, humani st geogr2a@héeprrse f esuctho afso cNiesi o nS nt
rather than space, and tend to inspire from s
Spatializing Culture:atheestthimagriaphycefi Spaefei
inti mate with an emphasi é6Low, i 20 4a®8Sptapcneg 2i &sh da fceo

is shared to all, but place becomes oneds Vvisio
theory, place is an essential notion i n( (aesresyo,n a
1993, Rel phhe 194 conception is found in the t
which Athe focus |lies in relating | ocation and

beings as agentso (Agnhnew, 20G65.,t op .N s& W)e.ir yThaay hle o

activities take placeo (Agnew, 2005, p. 89), wt
smal |l er degree the experience, and i s rat her I
percepplaose afe relative, but can be placed on
aspects get involved. Space (iAsgnoerw,t RD0dbpposite
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go further than the definitions of paob) an
ews space as dependent on who popul ates it. !
ace, but rather on the meaning of them ignor
gree of peoplebs experience of space and pl ac
ose geographical vi sions of space and place
proach of the concept. Nonet heless, the | ate
oader set of meanings, &xedddrail 20bv@)na nd iesmateigoan
nnot be thought about without considering th
considered without the soci al and cul tur al
aracteri stiecshasTlais®dimit heegse e meé mt |, t hasedonmnd | |
apter.

cour se, it is important to acknowledge the
ace. I ndeed, social scWestcersn hpasr,spectilwvwagoni
e percepti-on & kSkturtthhbde rmaati ofni tof a map, or did
e borders as defined by hegemonic powers. The
ace to place, and they are what makes a spac
ot i dn otwg .i2t016)

a nutshell, a gener al approach to go from s
om abstract, t heoretical, based on a | arger
the oneg edxaperdi,edndsek eodf thoelaongi ng and based o
edrayy | i f e, personal events and activities. P
bjectivities, i nt rLsouny j 0t1lieG u tpj.e s3t2midt y deinb i
entity are core i dédag iard sfoe minnitshte ¢f eebrgiomig@shty
entities and tareetr tihret ecrecnoinenre cotfe dintees sr ef | ect |
ake .t his work aims at bpengpegtiavegeograpbi caa

ace and tdlet ecromeacteiptiitom bseughtbyg gowurt@0fL6)
deedoprsklaird s queemi bhesgbijericoemnyvyeof space and p
etch MmMaeppemgrgence of common spaces and unde

eati o,n orpdpiemcieal alternativity.

1.1.2Phe soci al p r ppdouscttci ool no na framhe pcgocnet ael xitt vy

ci al production of space, as a met hod, i s the
d afterwards, the effect pofi tsipaale mmv esmoecita
terdisciplinary method, at the crossing bety

9



hi story, soci al production of space has also b

met hod to analyze at an economi c, hi storical, p
they inhabi t( Lorwd . 2i0cheéd pwegthsda hi s concept, soci al
exi stence and pol i tAg arhe ptoiwenmed nbaf @r e,ent Isipsaacme
analyze social, political a n doMeec opnroentii cseedl yyg, B nnDoEw
specificseaphcas alternative economic systems,

pol i ti ciatlhec oonntee xatf bei ng a woimaaniinmmpacmmaspacet
ot he previously mentionetd ipsolaltsa adn fesasmemtoir «lI.
how a space is socially produce, in other words
in terms of inequal access to | and, resseaakted &

ti . meMor ¢alvleagwseiaat freedom in the use of wvisual [
sketch maps, that are al é6bowhe2m&bhods used in

1.1.Rodtcolonial contexts
The social production of space in is a really i
a comprehensive analysis of how the wurban col o
economic and politi Neoelt odoceVvegl opmenmtghofgl @abpal ace b
architectur al | evel. l ndeed, the production o
economic sphere, t hat l ed to the systdmastanti
from Foucaultds vision of territory is interest
to resist, adapt and circumvent the imposed f

(Foucault, 2007T;s Wittelce | y2@bp) i es to the cont e>
According to (Me@mMadnea ©Of ouhe focal point of Coun
term devel opment plan of t headcddpxttdteison st d htehd ep
col oni al context . Il ndeed, the cities Eandpe¢ae
colonizers for economic efficiency but were not
mappin and cartography of -appreéaendtotygy ODwokr g

by col

g

knowl edge for thet Ben®grad gaslee e opd ep!l b,y even if
oni al i sm. I n this scope, the cultural re:é
e

Nonet hel ess, this approach, consi deafi ngg dduwentnrey
not forédéettcwgeess the hands of the | ocal ®l it
actor s: t he @icittaenswvBreer meaaisn etdh et hbeenef i ci arageiss of

(Cooper and .Pddlkarcd,ea9dh) of homogeneity in | a

to focus on precolonial cultural system were no¢c
for the power remained in the haadso@ifaphy eaen
reappropriation of the territory |l ed to a stron

10



of political intervention because not al | regi
considered as peripheries by colonialism did
communi cati on. This |l ed to migmriaali omen taerds ,t heu &
and Dakar. The new cartography all owed the de\
program, not only regarding the rural connecti
schooling eadrudk agriiomar i ndeed, the creation on ad
was a priority, along with womends educati on.

pl ace through the cooperativespfasha memmungt ip

focus on technical competences. Of cour se, beh
the modernization devel opment paradigm pushed
devel opment triix&d ntghe Smeitelgmads, the means, and
however, it ended up being their national way
years and did not always resorb itssparatdpxfiaod
di vi sions and contradictions, brought a(bDoiuotufb,y
1997)To sum up in some examples: the rural ecol
however the call for industrialization al so was
African peopl e, whil e emphaaslianingl itshme K dred eg &
established the single party rule but called fo
may seem contradiction from a European or West
| ook crhoorseel y at the factors pushing those deci s
the single party policy wa$sdteshynelddet oMFeawrdt i
fand to integrate t ke ewWagrelddwasesadenm emtyhteaoss yfsutleny
economic and political elites that most | ikely
the coloni al admini strations. I n a nutshell, t
Awas ndtoaoarbyethose at(tCwbperi andaPadkBkedtpdBidf
vision of economy had a terrible impact on Sen:
the inequalities and mostly, the closing of the
Senegal on for,eiign leeifd. oMadar eechveermar.gi nal i zed | a
Nonet htehleespsol i t iecalnhampedomoot he formation of ¢
i mplication in politics, against the governmen
support in urban and rur al zoolesniad |l c(odonondu fmin it g d
traditions) feature and way of | ife. The mobil]
the name of O6development 6, but rat he(rDiaoguafi,n slt9 9i
The vagueness and | ack of consideration towards

groupings of people that share common charactert

new

channels for(banvienaghaé@#é6hewi ngt wor ks sl

nei ghborhoods and more generally space. I n f a

11



di storted by the coloni zer s-aplperoprtiad i Brne rod h .t ht
after the independence, marginalized peopl e, fe

only to serve the mpelcehnioscratcledarn eprodfhi cf ekxaw

according to hegemonic powersé wishes. But it i
and support | eads to acnr eiantfioornmaof asppparcoee rsisattainapnl
imaybe moasitllyres highly impact the space it rul
power . I n this case, not only the political an
support, once creaocrdtheal soomnompiactamnd wpdleil tyi c al
answer from one factor to the other, space 1is
(20668mMmari zes this idea advancing that Al andsc
context as [é] a concretization of soci al rel a

rel afiLomws 60 20.16T,hips. c39n)cept serves as the basis
det ainl et dceh anpet xetr .

The soci al production of spaceds conception hasc
governmentality, which englobes the government
i nhab{( Fbongautt, 2000f Meurge,20h2)he col onial p
and exploitation to anchor the power of the ¢«
l ndeed, urban planning is never onl yanfdore ctohneo nsi:
agenda brought about by governments, institutioc
space is a Atechn(ol owy 200l16hadp.alAl@eret nel Gl so ¢
social control
1.1.80@i al reproduction

The main focus of this part is the fact that s
|l ead to the systematization of inequalities ba

way that the tensiaonnd abred uonndg i thhge opf e rscpeapctei oanr i s e .
n planning is always tiiespdcbwgl pipl mtjpc bl &
rd has direct i mpact s( GornbGneanlad mh 20Q@6 ;s pAicle!

hborhoods frontiers become markers of socCi

reg
Nei

cas

O Q@ 9 9

s the creation or reinforcement of ghettos
the scene. It tracesithealli nkhbenoweensahy avag d
in a soci al space and itHaiwmpurct2®Oh@o 206 nek?q
Soci al reproduction explains how, through the

and reinfo(edd@edguesebhae the capitalistic syste

notably through its endless profit quest, but a

12



fact, the space is used and i ns(tBrruemmennetra lainzde d

Q9)And i f civil societybs spatial production c

—

critical and feminist geography movements, L

—

r soci al movements ltmddadp,peme alnidnlibe tshuecreerrs f

—

movements to capitalismbs appropriation o

e
ists on the reciprocity of the impact, off sp
a

I reproduction occur s, it i's not only th

ization and resistance of poorer neighbort

o T O uw O

iety, but it riesksgfabtialg inéqualibioesrandf
ner and El den, 2009)
el a Gu a(n20066s8 )rtehsee aurcthan pl anning as a mode

ﬁ
=]

>S5S m~—~ v 3 o
® S o
I

hel ess, proves it wrong: <civil soci ety al

—

ur ban planning policies, especialfyrasi saea
ot happen in a given setting, other resour
ke, |h@¥ek)d, it recalls to the question of s,
ding to the black feminist( Inmdiwee)tema Wnfi ttehde

he seventi es, but it can also be widely e:

- @ ~ o
S —

O uw S5 ® S D
-~ O O S
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c

gh its failures.

word, a soci al production ofstspdgipaghshet§i

t of view and the unique meaning they give

- c
> O =] (2] o =] =]

a

even development, especially the ones Il inked
n
n

ot because spa&ces i plboel ahdr thhe powcan

o
<

i duality and emotions attached to iitonsanoul
aphy fiMNdnetnhelhes sgoptnou-pcactdggdn d mir c B oa s wel |

es, the social construction of space gives al

o
(o]
—

1.1.Bhe social construction of space

1.1.Bodus on individuality

To go further than the distinction between spa

soccdonst odctsipace. I n this framework, space (or
|l atter, but al so on t he awareness of t he i nt
met hodol ogy i s aware of the ompawttéspacbamgeson

space are both the basis of and the outcomme o0f

consider both individual and collective meani ni

13



further than the soci al production of space, ar
space and place, for they are the sand opshy i0cl&bl)
| f spaces become places through soci al constru

referredmabi(bgenplamde Sil ver man, 2014)

First of all, this methodology acknowl edges th
bal ance of power resides i n soahiaHt tcyonistt riuxctes
recognize them in order to understand how diff
common space. Those differences might | ead to c
and |ivinmedioagleltyheirf telse whol e communintcy uidse & vhee
Mor eover, space is the result of the community

adapted to some sections of the I(&etmherantdhadnl tve

2014) n this scope, space is a vector of inequa
of power. In fact, space is almost never wunbias
et c. according to ,t hseeeéeindg vs pdaucad .a sT ha sr @ ssu Iwth,y a
community is not enough, and individuality mus:H
have an i mpact on space and space impattds$ hehe
individual |l evel, the implicit concepoi owmhat we¢
can see. The implicit can be made of emotions

inequal.(ltow,s.,2Ct&)

1.1.8p2&ce and | anguage

One of the main tools to understand space-from

based research on space, the constructinamsngapp
di scoanmdesoci olinguistics. Language iisiposh asc
s p aickeu t it is also impacted by space and i mpa

relationship between space atnlde | mmegwiaglwes Odi rcto,
spce i s neutral, and also in | ahbgauw,g.e2@h@&) ysi s

One way to analyze the spacenatnhirnogyghorl avagylsa g e i

pl ace shared by a small community or groups of
for the society but o0f Bahbees gouvddtowl LeaFdbédpeioe
bel onging to a place, it |l eads to an anchorage

common, or cfHedquigst heEha@aryam@04a#h)the places n
of belonging, but might also bring excluBoobn ba

exampl e, in the city of bleauga,hemastl oxfautcther amsai

14



finod & uid @wre ndt r(eNort h, .Bauthgeg ceéeni es) peripheri esit
connotation for the people outside ORi-&foaktdd
20Q2)P-hameng might also be a tool for hegemoni
i mpose t HediirghdaomtnrdolYoung, 2014)

Mor eover, |l anguage is also a marker of someon
According to the way one speaks it is possible
based on oOheglianguagesed. Language might be wuse
society imposed (©ORoGMrgdiovne n Ra@oO®NHuU rsi tryegar d, it i
conversation between space and place through t
Hi |l da (KWpre®)r ought around by the wutilization ar
bet ween an individual Thirs ai soempaci gl apwdmakiph @
which official | angualgedsFrers h hitemoBebogpalht kangk
not taught in school . This has sttwgl| maiwayi mmpa om

| anguages as they are not studied at school ,

bet ween who dtiwdineod .and who

When | ooking at discourse analysis,(2008bweé eamg
Abi guBb@® of | anguafgaend offsidail nigdddslticigty drealoyneiss c | €
di scourses have an i mpact on space and by exter
menti oned above, rantdo atdlle an slexoemsd dfaykRi g D. D
community creation and can be found at every s
process mentioned befofa&s ¢ippa dsdoicd arl e greardser |, afrgg
bel ongi ng, but participates also to marginali z:
of soci aLow,] a@mBceeB)agai nt hleenw baarsdt g &alutf i ons are a
| anguage t hpaotp unhoastti oonfadctahne rn evi rhirhtdeer yarabdv @ m d er st an d
or spleak, the fAbidoDootandaficsmdleladdoto the depri
their rights.

Anot her way to |l ook at the | ink between discour
political discourses, and the(@o0o@emphasmpastthete
of Acommunicable cartographieso, implying that
communities are spatially anchored. Those symb
i mpact peopteibsgl agesn { mpapl aces they inhabit.
pl anning and devel opment mani pul ate peopl ebds

perception on daily movement s.
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1.1.8p8&8ce and conflict

e meaning given to a space also serve to defi
which other people gave a meaning. However,
rm vary according toi déKimpei.li BcrdBwd e mofsttl tyei
becomes obvious that the idea and meaning ¢
ace becomes unique for each person, because i
the emaki(bhdwpl 2016)

ci al construction of space meitshpaadkse scam aMhs ot
ol ence, wars, but also resistance, contestat.|
nflict arise when tfther bal lantclee ope ppmlwer!l i wi g ¢
results is an unequal acLcoens s 2t0dl 6l;a ndzZ,w Tshayfde, e
Q3)Mor al geography takes into accolmtnitahe s¢ an
a path to give voice to mar gi(nféhloinzaesd PAs0mO2l) e
|l evant examples for this research can be the
the first case, European colonialists took ¢
ace, denying any right or bel on gesntga btlo sthlred
pul ations were forcedntiiatiyoomas.,gelRrODBps t hese
dagascar, (RHOIQIdK sThaoamas customs and how t he f:
d place creates a sense of belonging. He arg
storical (historical events and sdémaoteido nevam
mory) and is both the founding and founded b
nt ext, customs and place have been debated at
evs hraped by col onniiznetresr efsars .t heni rt haesl orneigaalr dc, o nt
deeply |linked to the coloni al era, especiall
r example in the dichotomies beatdwdd mnuraman meon
e sense of theoseatemomsolfi esleinnittlye afée er the i
bash@dsoicess of independence in a given place:
rfor manms. oWh acty Li0dodrdaesr s as siting identity i

cisive role in identity formation, when part]
specific places. Through the complex bond <c
Il 1l ective historical event s, to a place sited
tegories of the popul ation are forced into f

ght s overya fterget aT hpeardocofal t hceonmssetlrvuecst.i o n
knowl edges peoplgedmdeirnt erl asctiecemaclantlygbomkei { ¢t

nt ext s.
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ndered conflict around space can be found in
cess to space, feeling of safety, but al so s
is analysis usuallplireqandeprithatdi spaoceti buat
the difference between public and private |
blic and private spa¢&myehjeRdénbpoi gyt ometer
ace is gendered, and the acceswhot ohapsubtlhiec rsipg

citMitcheld Il,n®00dB,) t he dichotomy of inclusion &
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ace, and h(elroew,p. u2bOi®c ns ppacce excluded from publ
e impacts the other and vice Vv edrespae nod@fnctclouw s
d cust oms. Mostly, when space is under conf |l |
e pl aces @arso uwnud itnhge Ticheeli anibzoadtyi oins i nstrument al
ey are considered, though their role of mot hi
sence from pubhiamompate, otspgpeaifdllcy si i's sec¢
net hel ec30,153%nxyptlhai ns t hat, even in cases wh
nflictive, a gender confl i caaries, paned emaw tShies
sponsibility is gendered in mocstspace ededcisc atl
re activities (such as sqguares, par ks, etc.)
cour se, space is not only gendered, but al

scrimination.

is clear that, space is made for hegemonic
rough meaning and for m, is more difficult to
ace, public and privawueé di bametd gmanthed comd eix:
ry & Stmyv iht, y Pl0elr'59 are forms of resistance to p
times of conflict, and i{LawtamdtZl¥dlefgkay c 0Di
wever, what is wusually remembered throughout
ace, and rarely the social, private or perso
evails on minoritiegs&pamces.calnn htalvies bree@arcad,nfr
mor y( Loofw,i.t2T0h6$ is an i ssue that-cbbohamnbeby

thods, as we will see | ater in this chapter.

a conclusion, the approach embodied by the
pect based on the exclusion of communities or
d the wayiestolcniadi tays deachiislagtey,, pegtr cei ved and r e
ace. The conflictive or peaceful aspect does

ve, but it surely impacts it greatime. enppaode ed
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by the whole spectrum of socially constructed

i ndividuals and communities.

1.1.BEmbodied space

Embodi ed space is a conce(plt9 ofdi)sifsitl dt ht ehoeroirzeetd cla
di scovered during one of her research projects.

and the social construction of space approaches
Setha dcdowédpgticon of embodi ed space, it owi | be
component of space analysis across disciplines.
As already mentioned before, individmakisn@ndOre
met hodol ogy to analyze the |l atter is through t|
in which space scuahwabekiergb oadiideddanci ng, or mo r
movemAht .of them are both political and persone

the body through different prisms.

Embodi ed space has at its core both features of
focus is more on mbegemamd viitdau a¢ Opebioaycei 66 a ¢
objective and subjective body here |l oses its se
the body is both physical and emotional ,s booft h

space are not forgotten, of cour se, bwthcgr e nan
has in the choice of Atrajectoriesao. Body i s

concerns both the production and const rmiacktiinogn o
and soci al productidomn hobugphaembodneldespacer eBu
when they argue that: if space is seen as sett
means that it is as important to st udylhaend ouwnyd e

is a product and a produtkowpof208®Rrce, but al sc

The body is the material space denv eMkompcehdeexpet i @r
i s evolFwirmrgher more, the body is the tool to mov:
by others. The body is contemporaneously the me
the essence at thd Cocor dasfT h20 ObRadys issh afpd nilgoc at
acting on( Ltohwe wWillbd avipi.c® 49 0ci al class and stat

practBawersdi euQf 20dBrnse, soci al c pannsdt rguecntdieorn sh aovfe
i mpact on the body and how it relates to the ¢
cul tur al and political i mpact on the space out

Donna H@2@a&wByues that body is soci al and perso
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l tural. The body cannot be dissociated from
nsidering the relationship between politics
tur al , it takes itg rodotssociimla cloommetcitd m nast. (Tl
mi nine body is helpless, rat her than its age.!

i s web of connections, beliow, azvax &, 02009)s cul

e movwemsenmdt anal ysi s of spacel atmpd i geogqrearisys.a
stl ydaeyveacyti vities and movements, wunderstood
ancaek er s . Thi s, of cour sef f at spormfj etich as dsepr astceet h e
vement sequence neces(slaorwy, t200 16g mpH veetdey daar) 8apg t.
cording to mobility theories, are soci al pro
r emotions, feeling and memories of a place
vement iis aihapeoplebsagentiyne, whi ch conseq
ace. As explained before, the trajectory of
rming patterns and so At hrough pee(o)hadf ainmddic
d collectivities take on soc(iladw, r2a0lueal ,p.c ull &
e notion of mobile spatial fields developed
en retaken by Stuart Rockefeller to observe
antack er s as they move iibn et hteo srpeaccoeg,niizte icsoltlheecn
d movements that define communities at a | oce
d understand peopl edbs conception of space an
ow, 2016, 2009)
r Tirh20MPbHhod exampl e, studies the concept of
d of t heir bodies in the i mmediate gwraryound
tivities and the Vviawyctho ago wial eeihcgne Bthe g& iwatylye
me become not only a house nor an i mmutabl e
cording to the (megoidg aatdt.V¥ehgdnsd ciob@@®Y i on
derstood as a container, but rather as compo
e microgeography of daily |ife, it is possi bl
ve on spacedacdiion. Fotro9@&@snptl ke drel yetblvmanal vy
percussion of wurban rhythms on people and of
teraction bet weeinmopvenieentand meo aintd iemteeg gryat es
acee amobttilonal one, but also theidmdggadamamwno
mo v e, it mi ght be the most obvi ous one, but

e only option, or a goal iofpacrtbam Eloxnreitryg.an

i mportant feature of r ece(nDoweybaan do.| RR&fle an,gasd BaC(
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r a safe, accessible, and sustainable city pl

ban geography and became famous thro(UBbr enme
al.Thoa@2pyograms are mostlVyei mplttehmes nctibtdyw iepul eav
many African <ci t.i elsndeeendd,® nveanl &kfi migh @ sima ¢ ot iwal
pecially in smal/l cities as Louga. purtiircg ptam
re inqguired, tdored pwalhnkimal one for distances
|l ki ng might carry even more meaning with it:
d mani festations for example, but it also an:
ampl e, AROODB8¢ heeecx®ppst@aamsh how, walking is a w
d knowl adgeaab.l| elundeuerde,s customs and knowl edge
ound the community is an essential factor in
e fTihsuubcsh as home, Tvaarek ,unldeirsuroe,d etsc .a8i gai t hea
t ween them. Walking is a way to make space b
perience of wallkimbpdegabce20@8p MO Wisg, mpoo8hrn
at , i f walking is a way to embody space, and
ast not equally. Il ndeed, walking is creating
me cultwre®sme areas. Since space is also a fa
a tool for wurban planning and not the ultim
e same based on the r edikamgofc atnhealvesoor Ibde. aN opno
di mini sh exclusion, sl ow (shaviey aredrhafuka,i o2
Qb this regard, movement and al l it implica
ds of human activities, and to produce -and c¢
ki(lhhgow, . 2016)

the regard of the previous part s, a clear n
d marginali zedmpiemnptl redamroalgdola ofonit h oluyg har. i tTi
ography, and for, whiae emontcieoma| tdnd ft dhrmisnisst
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1. Physical space and beyond: emotional and

1. 2. Hmotional geography

1.2.Emdtion, affect and space
The |ink between space, pl ace, emotion and aff
l ight of the previous parts, i ti mMppgrEasr s iobve DU
(Davidson et al ., 2016;. Odow,s 20le6;i sSmdiotels etotal
conceptions of space that are intrinsically |
relationship between space and emotion wil!/l r

construcage.on of spa

As widely mentionedobefcpaeege $spgambetoame pliaecd, e
and felt in the body and mindible yttharraeuhgdhaibho d ya n
but the body is ai siofh kanbe@areMannrnmays,p a®0dt7gdy on
excluding the emotive side would not provide w
when speaking of postcolonial contexts. Place i
experience andabfffeanmdarcel ausal bpcconsfai meded.
relationship of space a(nidowe matlildn . Mt shtg hthe si2rptae
the point is to go further than the body and m
bet ween those two concepts. This is the role of

Si mgmeeo grhaapshyf or too | ong excludedamheeadabygyspbia

of research that focuses on temporality and sp
to places. Emotional geography is not strictly
of how emosjospacéeahdnpgl aces are intertwined |
(Davidson.et al ., 2016)

First of all, so that a feeling becomes an emc

emotion can be explained,-eahdbisshéedsantli sdane:
ifsuch as anger, sadndsen jbg, seccal Emeciooomidep

hi storical context they are-ma«linginfoTfThdehegrar

spalcLcow, . 2Cth6¥%i dering that space and place are
is essential to note the possibility of an indi
spacGkor-manr ay, RO17Zhis scope, the emotion can b

a shared event that caniber | abamplde awapositeve

di saster, but al so spor t(sComempeeatoi ta nodn. A tfxdeabdsatrsr,
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example of this, hi ghlighted in my research i s

Tabasnkpiacts people, their emotions, ecommmi ®fac
the studied ROSCA is directed thowsedt®!l dhe Thiena
of economies is spent to create a festive at mo

common to transform the pl ace sinclwvhirc ht htalt e afl ese

emonscol l ectiveiareihdghl dualependent on a cul
consequence, the words applied to the emotions
geogr aphi coarl deiofnfteerkebnst, . 2I0didads e moti ons are spat
and spatially defined; and place is based on en
Anot her i mportant terminology in this regard is
engl obes the whole spectrum of how feelings i mg
and their relati o(nlsehyi g, t 200 1slp;aicted eacntd2 Dplbapc esi d e
regards emotions and ithsmampamcd i@mdhihteacsamriben

—

hessembl ag@e at ubele masdiwidti e CEcloapooei ngl ndeed,

vironment creates and influences affect, t he

o o

n
bviously impacts soci al rel ati ons, but soci al
e

-

vol ve.alAdd eréd wrmdher st ood through atmosphere o

mensi on, as a response to a social, hi stori
mpt omane wceratft ewhean affectieanat mosphércd cod e
read. Both are interestsmacd ornedlsattioomahviip ald e
al es: from gl obal to national, but al so the
ighbdllowod®2016)

>S5 O un unu o
O O T <

A menti oned in t heemotbiodniseodr teshpeéadtao dcioensc elggmned t h ¢

S
ocation of emotions regards the embodi ment of
S

Usuadnmot,apaeasl ocated in onebés body, but al so in
they interact ilwéet wWeemBowhiyn & oaiddderpseontde oonne peol wseerd sd y
rely on emotions and i s dependemat ioonf Dichsei fseeldtt i ¢
al .,. 2Dpdaé6¢ed, emotions del i mi(tSnpietohp |leet abntd. jtsh2e@
interesting to |l ook at the | ocation of emoti ons
abi(bDawi dson.eEmaki on20a6r essential components
emotions are also continuousl y c¢ haindge ntgs.miyAdsh aet
al ., 201 6o0rpthB¥y reason, emotions are difficul

connection.
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When considering walking as a method, as expl a

mothasned: the sense that place gives of safety
spect is to undershameadiifntdoogievemospadans, aor i
o a personal experience hardly shared at a br

hat emotions are rarely only ©private,tibaunalt e

geography, emotions are not a simple feeling, |
relationship between the | atter and space. 't
al so in daily activist ioevn. eEnwdriynsulwhedte lal v
emotions are in movement and cross other peopl
become places through emoti on, ot her remain se
emoti®nnot felt in it. Emoti onal geographies
ghettoization, marfglLow]i2@16pn and exclusi on
1.2. BEm@Qtionsd relationality

This part wildl |l ook into the emotional relati o
embodied in a wider cont ext made of cul tur al,
ti me. Everyone is inscrnihleéd ismramuemyingen mamt |1
relations that occur in this setting. However,
the |I'ife and the experiences, generating 1ew el
because they are the main generator of emoti on
flexibility( bdvibbdyn boffdaelss, s»@16@a) rel ationshinp
and cul tur al context, whi ch might |l ead to the s
consequence, f orms of i nclusion and exclounsi on
capitalist appropriation of space( Sindl euyn eldiu%s 5
happens at different scales, from global to | oc
must | ook into the following questions: fAwho al
prohibitions mai &t @aiegd. LB9Pprapti gp?0

I n this regard, emoti onal geography might 1 ook
based on dynamics of exclusion, that | eads to t

[
e
F
f
a

a

n shaping society, @indnoandhex @ Wrsliugthhti ,dinth Godnd ¥ .9
motions are not only the consequence of space
or i nstance, i f a community is excluded and m
drhemsel ves to operate foeelkyeatltenfednosw,o.n2all igéh)b o
ffect and emotion based on excl umaknngromnd 5|

ppropriation of pl aces. As devel oped before,

23



nei ghborhood | evel t hrough ghettoization or ex
consequence, political i nfluence on (dfsfoekcet, and
RamZayas, JdIlhlk) has been studied mostly through
the house to analyze, for exampl e, t he mar gi ne
context . For exampiéeydiZed ze h e -nhbaskoigreg d bo/f eBdi ;&
women as a form of identity formation based on
them. Their conception of space, deeply Ilinked
gender ,,aentdh nsioccitHtayt e c-mhblneg i s thought as a for
appropr i gtuibdn cwhseprmace fails to BwWvak&kmer maragt na
homemaki ng icg eatfioornmodf srpgd vesn emb @ dud eed biars ead o n
of t he c(olnsmouknel ,t W2hOelnl )t he Combahee River Coll ec

movement 6s sl ogan fithe personal is politicalo,
political matters based on shared expeCommatease o
Ri ver Col l.ecMorwveqvVv elr9,77Homemaking is a strong s
maki ng. I ndeed, it means creating a safe space

status quo of (Roslendiednd @mmalt tNiolt eg gna,n , h 2MelsA )ar e

nucl ear househol ds, and those practices of h ome
spaces. I ndeed, the -§pawde,s pioiuateh dabdwingxammp he t hie
wi t h t hoemmuosne sopfacces. Whereas the bedrooms are t|
and religious symbols are displayadilirre private
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Fi guEceampl e of religiousmakmhgl pdaspiagRinghabé$h omeetye
2023)

I n a nutshell, Black women activists utilized h
to articulate and bring to Iife alternative nal
its admiinisoptkreatliZdmEe)comes cl ear that space and
affect |l eading in its turn to emotion and pol it

1.2 . Em@ti onsd representation

An essenti al undertaking within emotional geog
representation activate, g e n e(rbnat vei,d saonnd . eet Midekela.g,0
Richa(d9@&@@ gues that space is transcribed in i
according to him the only thing that matter s
space itsel frphybosal albytmbaodts @are concepama)]i ze
during this proceassda acwihtsegel einc eqr eaatsod i at ed t
is peesbered, and entirely based on emotiions,

such arselfilgaigosupsp oslyiimbiachalisght generate sense of be
and negative senses because it | eads de facto t
flag caseheadofobal ongi roge,e sheodwalvye ogrr #oltui pssta sa so fat d |

exclude another part of the population, that a
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of a cousdirfyf earlesnot hmaeani ngs accordingFbo thet ap

fouind aifghat political demonstration the f1l ag

marginalized communities and raci sm, i n a count
def ense, whereas during iahfteat bcaolnln omattd to ni to f mic
The meaning behind symbols is c¢r eatpgpd,oplritatean
on time and space by different communi ti es. Th
power ful tool in the probaessdsonfetnal usi 2018«

Anot her way to represent emotion(bDavadspacet oal

For example the analysis of dancing, as danci ng¢
political symbol of freedom and resi st anCoex ,r ea
2014pdeed, dancing is also a form anfdamosvterneemdg
affirmation of onebs body and the space it 0 C (
political affirmation of fr eedo(n2 Oadlrdd) ar emrsaij sotra necx
of how the use of oneds body in space is a tool
categories. She focuses on the reappropriation

the body and mdinfcfeesr,erutsi megr ffeemi ni st mMet WMod sn gt o |
she managed to unveil the social and etoh®eic
a potentiality for the analysis oef ttohoel smatrogi ar
communi ty of sbuypgios nighmen ds tsgat€Clest yg 2d®idnd4 ,hepr. r5)sear
fimdigchat; through mheemenhntatamachsdamci mgidden g he ¢
in the public space becomes a path to knowledg
(Cox,. 2014)

Dancing is an apeteirffotmetdhhy whe wbdbmen on the R

organized parties during holidays, or to celebr
music in front of their homes and dance.t hTehmo s e
anwoul d vhenipsh ot he conflicts that could have ha

saving practices. Thystheamaimesf wgureorghni zedF
For t hijtshorseeassorrent s were organized out siveertehe |
the group would usually mdetnt Wwhoa |l dt rocetu pwo wll d
shade. This occu,paktdtom phy spiucbdlilcy sgmadc ewi t h mu s
their bodisecampgeaopingti ohomt matgltaaigrr Aaf ¢ ospace e
streets and being togetharthavertigamdt henovtememd
i ssmala way to generate knowledge, to create noct

space. Peopl eds movmaneitnh®war 201 6pl s for pl ace
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This access or resistance to access public spe
feminist | ged@uegntbye.came an i mportant field for |
has done, in geogriapthyg,umadéusdamdpregtt wbrgpnander

of marginalization.

1. 2.Reminist geography

1. 2. Reminist geography as a research disci

Since hating men and knowing your national ¢

could believe that feminis(tKearem,graPpahly, wm.s 2aC

Feminist geography i s, as ednogdiomlailneg emfgr@edgr

has, for year s, not been considered by the | att
or radical pat hway dihadi rlainn ebse. afpsp | wee dk madcw otstsa
cul turally,ifpeomiiniictal jgogreaghy i s an interesti

i nclusi ve( Barhloilmg,bh2@®@21) es on the experiences

and the cultural and (pGalrictiiac aR a npoenr sapnedc tMovnek ,i t2 Oi
2017) As critical geography, its contours are m
activists and activi st( Bdoademi,c 20018 ; a Gad emiac Rac

| mportantly, all forms of knowl edge an(dBIeoxnplreeys, s
0Q08)As emotional geographies try to collect on

2

side of study, so do feminist geographies. Thr
from unheatrai loend @I wieidi eet HOwevee&nN,169¢ritical g ¢
f

emi ni st geography, do not escape the question
the USA or European countries, they -woibetidoidi
encmpass the reality of the world andFowtsdi.jord, t2
Those issues are not easy to solve, but a cruc
under the | ightc,0lioms @mi(rBimedgnhfergesm 2@0W®ONBt; Gar c.i a Ra
For example, an emphasis on discursive issues i
is the mirror of a society and a culture, and o

ifeven nloue@gihuglei sthe mascul i oB| ave r hseha n kalinGdiyemme r
in French, depi ct t he whol eubamavioirteyo vierrd e rs otmhei ¢
parts of history and shoul dorbeualrsgend guyeots(ealoys sa n d
200 2; Mo-Blendnd ZADOS8.; INmgtahri,s 2r0edg8gr d, everything

wor ds, the choice of authors in the bibliograr
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i mportance, and so on. Feminist geography and n
of its past mistakes and account for it, pavin
inter se(cCdmmaHdd yRi ver Col l.ecti ve, 1977 ; Ker n,

Feminist research in geography is | ooking at bc
which geography shlafpeeawshemiowi sther s®earadh.constr
i mpacts the spatiality of oneb6s | ife, (Mess den
2002)Femini st geography is | argely inspired by

sciences with sociology and etlMogkaphy &Hmosogn
Mor eover, an important focus is put on activist
to the feminist fight. Il ndeed, al I ( Bfloorrmhse.yg f 2101
Feminist geography tries to go away from the |
(Moss, 2Q02Mmbraces a conceptually wide approact
of space, but also the positionality of the re
of gender identities, t hgemdberociimtriolnha hitShmwwetea t
Ramon and MomMiored0@T) it focuses on various sc
nati onalgl adegli othrad nBdtocal s o, on different cCompc
professional af sapnei cl ti sa,r . (0 Meoepxeurasl d, 0 @ekt), c

I n conducting feministmirremsoeraerfdbte,ctadloln tome fpprm md
mar gi nal i(zDeadk | grnogulpls20 2nX hods, as well as t he me
be studied thoroughly into guiding towards f emi
way one treats them that really mbttaeke. ohnath
point of view and be relevant. For i nstance,

di scipline, it i s not granted (€Crmd umgatl | deotiéf
subj e,amnidviptryy vi |l eges as wel l as shared conditi
taken into account. The power balance during al
attention that must be hd&bdswhenodpiMdgafoveirgD e
geographical knowl edge and practices, are both
various |l ocations beyond the university settini
that At he paodiatrisgndlnicttywddfngsahtheir own interest
and the resources availabl e (t®ardiean, Rasrham ea mc dl
p.. 4h) will detail ftubridthhdept eorn dfhitshiass ptelcasiisn. t he
I n the next part s, [ choose to focus on the di
exhaustive of all the schol drhehirpsgracdcud¢ ipifr cets en
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aptet i s eskbBewtbBahl ¢oanecabpi ces pofrgthtth ev a reymi ¢
ography schol arship.

1.2.2nR2ersectionality and support group

e field of feminist geography is intrinsical
ography, and geography-Maf r(29¥x@lEg li inteiad £.s A nhder ef
ntages of bringing emotional embodied geogr ap
rst one is the ,féeebdgdmwior komsof,mamnide dieatdisy tt ma tpa
rm of embodi ment . This community iphrearcet i &®o uat
mi ni sm, womends and minoritiesd iraingdhttehtuost & e n
w form of knowl edge production. be&tewomerrd! yar it
mponents of feminist geography, such as sexua
hers is essenti al in giving a new perspecti ve
I'p redbDael imgm -MORLay.Go@fhadiogur se, those geogr
mply the physical part because they regard i

i s approach considering fmuytrwslsliy nc amdthietru ttih
fferHogkions, 2D 1O, s . kMBWnRN as intersectionali!

under st and t he nrpeolnetnit o modil siateyh 6cafs i ajaeanhtdietr y c | a
| iaggead,im.nadvoi d a si mpl e amditabiatnda Imawlcilithd 11 st
ters in the scope of hearicroqicreapngiemelrigeed fpea
mi ni st acti,viespedinaltlhye Kl 2n8b085 )t ®c tCureanls hiamwt er
ncerrnesa stomesmeaids rtoleg hc h b | afcaké evud mmeyrer ed and r o
rms of @Omémah aw,n 02e0s0p5e, d ipa. | by5onles: economi c 0]
heal th and educataétoaHo pkdlnist,i c2a0ll 9d mpvaveesngrn eanpté
in other disciplines, intersectionality as

conbirnogader and understood as an Mossstelnyt,i afl e neic
ography and gedgs aplhyammpricaochn Gileir it dl enpeambeiaht;iys f

ography | ed to the questioning of some pract.
e Ocul tural turno, examined the posdwliedandi:
oduction, and opened to a more broadly to tfF
xual iti(eGatduymgaami,cs2017; The Geagnaph20b7) sexuas
e O6natural ® conception of biology, as identit
e in perpetual evolution through time and spe
rather a series of cultural and political b
nder. Those gendered and sexual i dmad & thoolesse no
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tions. Mor eover, gendered and sexual conduct

safety and risk, and soci(dle rCalasetnieqn 2ilpiy i r

tersectionality andognodupof WNemdmplGe hswplad e a
cheélssor(s2@2lhei nwdswimgathe i mpact of the wome
vemdmttées seacn i omhal fagt that thdlgvemert acFiuast
sential to recognize the intersectionality of
gender, in many cases by race, aimamost adl way €

(Griswold and Mi cheThsiosn,c o2n0c2e0p,t ipo.n 6044 )i nsi der
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Wh
ne
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de

erstanding of intersectionality and mul tiople
bally, t ihenost hyewhnsedersch maliasi owuoimi Qe c

-

yone out of this scope. Being an outsider
ss, gender categories, but one can be both i

-

d
0
e
a
ere are many reasons why the i nterFsiercstti oonfalailt
0

=]

omic reason: women did not depend on their
tenti al other family members. Secondly, the

itions for dedg.crThme ntatoirrgd niwetarcd gdrad s atnidme &
6 davlo menhawmet aphal Mant i deame $ dindriendt i me t o wi
|l op t al gn&rs sawod dp aasnsdi.D\tiiscsh d Iss d h,e A l@i2chg eWap rkee

3) ihnh8eaesbagf ourtMatheesbdi Gasdemse cr ea:

® © < uw S
o d® T Q9 o

fact that most of t-hemgeamaeelfmdtchiids it e gaurtd ,i t

—

al so sexual marginality all owed the foundat
emsel ves, however publi ¢tGepawel demadndilohahd!
search, the essentiality of intersectionalit)
e creation of the ROSCAs have common feature
$tl ac k -lweodnegqir oups. I ndeed,i nther ceoanmoacrad li t i & or
men to work together t obeielarg ht heicso ntohne sci ss ttahbe |
poifc resear clhegaasl | e nreggparle s ses home s exua a lpisat gye t ht
rrainedldmarr abtde and di sabl e, occuwdman afnrdo m ndicfc

cial classes. Al of them needing those grourg

1. 2.Re.nBi ni sm and urbani sm

en | ooking at the different scales in whict
ighborhoods and the city is essential. |l ndee
mmon features might |l ead htty dot baairer adammeen

vel opment of activism. Mor eover, it i'S i nter e
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mi ni st geography is a discipline that grew i
ban planification is not always considered, i
abre e.t al ., 2021)

heFemiomik€t alCmit gg S pMVaacdédo i,Ih dLee sM@2e0 el mi ns how
derstood that gender was an essential criteri
e example of her Dbrother and herself, stating
But our experiences of <city | ife have been
home with his keys sticking out from his fi
a baby stroller. Since we bhaye thassallmacky
good chunk of our DNA, I have to cophpkKéwmnune t
2021, p. 1)

e argues that, since the Victorian age, and
reat and as an issue to control. It passes t
earityemethoudgh wWirlomevnolavnedd hegemoni c powers to
dies and to use them as they please, using
til ataboonr,t isomt ibi | | s andprortiemitn alni zoaft i soenx awar Kk
veirag bill boards, are all part of the myriad
omechamciosnmd i tute barri eday tloi fweo mem 6tsh s ad iet iee €
e ti me, not aware of the existencd Kefr nt.h@9e 1
rn call s (ROi2tlyal pf. cmgrndes i n whiicalclt imensl arer i
rpetrated dHyedaumbanl pwlmahéng and ddée&aibgsieort ma
21; Ker n, 2021)

e feminist question in geography is not only
dely to the scholarship. Il ndeed, the inequal
men thoppeanleyniwwognemod ukelsd i ons of both safety &
n. Firstly, there are many security arosaims i n
sed: the security tools of the cars antapabl i
dy, but also the height of floors, elevators,
w urban planification is gender(ekder ns,ex20s2tl;an
19)Secondly, onceialsuiblrto,adtl tye exiptliyp eiorplaedtas € hp 8
ivicandensahis regard, the way city is built
eir feeling of swédkiygphtImal,| ogt rbeuest ss, t owist hwia
nstitute unsafe places for women, a6Kdrnhugoeaé
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ver, as any form of art and creati on, ar c
ns, tcoi tpieto¢pdhbes ¢y oommepli noafl eesdp g@aed a t ool to es
rity and t h(eHay dobeorwverl QA7) t he city

feminist geography must inscribe itseldf
ding women in menb6s spaces is not enough,
I't does not take gasdapbtuatt i av er andoinceanl troe bcuhial n
s and ¢Ker asM@madMerd vetshose research in fe
s around the world and not only the wester
so, it is interesting to investigate on t
enturies, cities have emerged as the foca
social and poilnigtia ad u bnsotvaenreinals . p oBpyu luantiito n
messages directly to influential enti ti
constitute hubs equipped with tnhpea cetsfsueln.t
are the place one belongs, the place to

y
S
S
oncept of the Aright to the cityod, consi s
dea is that everyone has the right to al/l
osexual me n . THadd esgadagesalhystatbeangvano me
y, mus{ ObersalisefoPtabburs@pldahd once agai
is regard must be aware of its past error s

of the in{fdAnseatkonalkRiOly; aKesthak021; Mi

aut hoKo,l esRehke,s Razawiunwga(dkOiRBamp au l anec
i-Ch isphlarkd@d K)Y mar i and2Ednis tteaomia® t he | andsc
i nequal it ibeys fionc utshien gAforni cAahm Kk dciratgni -emaoldani erngd.ts y
se of both genderf enaii misdtr elarmb anigih sam kla e e w0 g @
cenfédemahl st studies, the everyday aspect:
nderstanding and knowledge aboutfKalrdtam &t f

2Bhe main issRempaclcoadd-CHa pidRig@i9Ih de figender

ban
pre
ty
ne
me s
vVis

OWwWS

economi es, poor infrastructur e, vi ol enc
sent at(i Raompod u lwoamed® M apguindgiumiisBhOaR B @ hei nié g s . f
rebranding incl siddcwegl|vwoeneng ntaamidrce ao@tp og & fuenti
t hroudglauturwame Tshiisc apprpog aetchirescsleeaar rdlhy a aoaha u t
tic workers, as essenti al age€rmtedortlo itdhemad
i ble, being the causecans thepechbhisegqgspace.
that the only space they cdrmKsimher tamdai rEg

2023)The African cities, -ahdughti ebrboghbehemahi
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case everywhere, maegdnabizedatemmbhiethnatbi ve sz
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Concl usi on

This first chapter, by navigating through the
construction of space and finally embodied spa
way foase hetudy of the rotating, saving and cre
Senelgrmltthe second part of this chapter, the pre

t hpr iefm emoti onal andf dwermdinngt prgiero@ir mlpéry , of t h
expl alihreedf.emi ni stcampmowmachr easd tdfe t his whole th

menti oned concepts, methodol ogy, methods and r e
but rather in feminist geography.
This chapter all ows oneetoaianirtoiduale tmi nhiengecmn

assembl ages,uredesremnttdmdi ngp dfhet he conekekécobifohhe
concept of altew«ercaniowmeé cseuxcies taeghacieno,citoo ful |y u
birth and devel opment of alternative spaces su

previously established feminist geography thr ec:
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ChaptieGri2ti cal refl ections: alternati:’

Il ntroducti on

Theecond chapter obnt hhe ftah éesawrhseatei Mlh esyp cloercet f r
why theybeximostly whi.dht Eotivenetdebheytoanseakhbhe t

of fered by the assemblage Il iterature, t hat wi |
concepts in a more precise way, directed to a f
The exploration of radical, feminalst e remaaothioar Ict L

and politielarfecscpupshessnder st anding alteritthyosaend
spaaasl, the people engaginghenmgamidn phkaecpgiiceg si

or '"alternative' fluctuate based on spati ot empc
First of all, the transtecabdtgalt ¢eedr naspeei aslplag e
di mensi ons. | mpdheyesdi,c atl h osspea crasl tcir eat e a new way
emotions, l eading to understantdhe hiempadtterofasc

capitand sgn,obali zathendemeBSepmgat oh twialnésd dc al
to the study of the solidarity groups, as the I
Secondly, the meaning of saf e osrpyacoef wihloessep escpiaact
the inclusive anTdhiex cwiulsli vier idug@l a tryef |l ecti on on
as safe spaases iodbtukdrcag syd loofs ogpocral imdesedeami ona
mar ginalized groups.

Fi ndlhley,economic alternative dfpaaceeswoa rkesoidmvEansbtsio
l ndeed, ROS QAargr ooufp st haer eal t er n-aaised Mmamlerci af

t hey ar e notc anpeicteaslsiasrtiilcy, aanst it heir sole aim is

they present themselves as alternatives for a s

A note will sbéimadetgnectbeomy and circular ecol
ROSCA6s | ocal economy and mut ual and circul ar s
As conclusive part of this second chapter, | ch
its usefulness in analyzing marginalized peopl

the concepts previ ouhsdny amedn thiroinnegd ,t hteom atscddedribhl eers
guick overview of what the assembl age means in
meeting femini sti nmeetrhsoedcst.i olnnadleietdy, otfhet hei pebypl e
i mplies must not be | ostpotreafiheal laynally zcehdo sde fd

assemblage | iterature can bring to the study of
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antdhatpawid |t he mwaryg ifnoarl ibthye tahnea | oyfs i tsh-le u maimame athur

i mplicated in the research process, in the four
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2. 1Al ternative spaces

The burgeoning field of radi cal , feminist, and
exploring the characteristics and i mplementat:
However understand what an alternative space i s,
antdo i nvesti gqantde atwmea eagesrscyyf peopAld eengagnmng Iif
regaftc et odtamedaispe understood as a pathitho tdet
sensreomafi nst r e adm nainnda nnto Annaortrhaetri veesss.ent i al compor
dependanteme and place. The meaning and practi

fluctaa@acomdi ng to t hexts paxhiesptt Eimpoe al scomandi xed

al t ersmpaatcievseG amd t grde gr ee and intensitgygFudsewi kel

2010)

This part on alternative spaces is highly | ink:¢
of embodied space. |l ndeed, the need for alterna
onesi aneddxposed through critical geography. Ther
exi st: in a transl ocal setting, consi ¢der emdmoayg

ot her s

2. 1. Trans| cawdloinsamdi gmobal i zati on

2. 1. Al tlernative emoomboast in transl ocal

Translcoccradertrys the feeling of belonging and at-t
yourself in a cul turiatlhastetcta nn gb e rtohme ammda htelma tp |
crossed or (hetw, sa@améebowl ocal space is, in other
di fferent geographical spaces that are for ther

both can be simultdrmeodweslay econasiiydevmagd haoamevhi ch
through migration, for refugees, but also on a
where they work. Its political and econami canmp

be understood sapaar. alhderdtias people and the

find a place they need in a spelcrianscl ontoameintty ftoh
safe space has wider iIimpliicaw, orR®d16htasblcthamgga
time and the emotional |l ives of people engagin
in time and space, buil ding a balance betweerl

(Bignant eAs 280m@t) imud ¢ dalrem wcsaluyse and t he conseque
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gi vveonrmetntansli eacahiot Wwer wnaKketrg kel d epl-ntaoka( nHapcuu, | t u

2013)

I n t heTihre bGeookgr aphi es ,0f NaDshyi a+ed r BB Ui € hat
field of mobilities-maks ema@gr calmde xami niensditvh edup@ll &c
emphasizing the cruci al role of mobilities in
of i ndi vindaukail nsg. ecPd napcreisssi ngs of people but al so
wor kf orce and goods. In this regard, some pl ace
political and soci al significance. G®1t @\uer riasy , n o
201Bhe significancgeidttoaalyedrtoon 4 hepl aoePre o priaek e s
engage in transl oc ll agaekoecress.ses are alternative

2.1.ColRRoni atreamolfeangdlobal i zati on

Not only people can engalgseo iml atcreasn sd aoacl allh e asrteat & |
individual ity impacts space through transl ocal.
emotions of peopl e erugaagqigng hien ctorl oms lad c gle rliiowe
of capitalism and gl abal spmet 0o mersasrpaalceactadld 8pridmoms
i famsl ocality does not appear with colonizati ol
iand i mpacts the modes in which it happens.

Asspace was dragged out of I|,tolctkmgdd ptem pfliedd stamaltse
and mai ntain their traditions and cultures. A
marginalized and they devellnoptendi sf orremgsa rodf, atlrtaenr

alternative space,Thheuta mhbaitghueirt yt haen dc anuesgel eocft idti.r

the popul ation facilitated the formation of <col
as women, nei ghbor s, and peasant s. Those alter
avenues for survival and |li(ed]libhadd,al a® dinseuw
significance of community building in response
er a, the marginalization of African communi ti

i nternationsala fpreornvta s itvheernearigi n-apamat hgngimabéakd

elucidat ed( .0 &Qdeorngcuusrorne nt | vy, at the national I
children, t he i mpoverished, rur al popul ations
systematically excluded. This bifurcafi govef nina
elites and the alarming surge in corruption. I
profound disillusionment with the government,hk r
net wor ks of supporltay Tohfi sglcoobnapll eand nna&tiponal

mul tifaceted challenges faced by, Afamidc xm npemguwle:

38



reasons why and they way heacame ha whommoml fgrea amts
(Di ouf., 1997)
I n the aftermath of decolonization processes, ¢
cul tur al and ideologic process of encompassme
i nequalities becaunkfpgltonthenstlsi,zat has Dt antl eft |
the world outside of its thetmnippatnigo csn. v T ligeh @b
actually increases inequalities w{Fbrgusoshfo?o:I
gl obali zat-hompiirsg aprgd mébses i n terms of geography
of mor al : there are places considered | ess i mg
practices, and inophe. afThestfactput hi ght feiper
for peopl e, Si ncteersamerpladceedar @andeen devel o
movement . Gl obalization l eading to transl ocal
ma gi nalization due notable to the unevem@La@aw, oc:
2016)
Borders are typical spaces of translocality, ar
interesting, especially if clustered by soci al
a broader culturtahdry tdheecsrt @ro pasnsarigtom al o mad ar
excl psiocmsaeefsorm of space cpoowerrgslu sflmirdem praggdmo ni
withansl ocality. I n those spaces it i Bt eabyt he
spectrum of Anormal ityo. Alternative spaces ar
crossing of ncammdnmai tpiodd ti cal and/ or economic a
solidarity. Territor-bakbedy anymmmwée, nlrectessat hlkey
relationships, a(mldow,n. 20hle6 )mobi |l e bodies
I't appears c¢clear that many epadeées$f eamamntbresrcaalhedc:
and migration is an active agent in the produc
However, a common scale to develop them is als
need of Diliéd eranted.abel s @dmckasrgemendevehbpeng
the concept of safe space.

2.1.8afe spaces, safe places
The conceptaef bsafadc & pat ediite nadfy rtyhree 2f0e mi, n ibsutt mc
through its ovehasged thearnienrgnochca®@radaigindg ptsior ptohses
(Rosenfeld and Natehmanryregatd) it is interestin
and the polithcalgh mpilmeaandnspace
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The focus can be amdt h hlrumamnardanndodre, i ncl usi ve
f emi ni s+ aachodmtnaunntiie i least t ewo,masmilcyh , w@maeceesiesi gned t

hi gher degree of freedom of speech anandemnbe

agreement that space is a vector for inequaliti
Keeping in mind those goal s, in some Ictontexdme
the other way round: a space with Rasmwdheas famhd
waitingrr @aoms ,cl osiecdo wpludb | biecc csnpeacee saf e space. T&

space iass tshaef ef a mo udso weni rtcrlieadB)dilipas $ (dFeiygnbrod means t
communs dfyeei isml adhes iTthiiss idsi sapnl aeyxeadmp| & a@afspacéu
designed necessarily for a given commumintdy tihse s
acceptation behind theebheompgfbsergpate amdv ot e

Figarcafe space symbol (Rosenfeld and Note
First of all, to better understabdwiwha@a@ilsm:)me ¢
focused on thef one aheWigmeors msseaefke ttybr am d bticsddhes af e
premise is that once women are saf douddrrpinkeeyfro
experience the freedom to engagé¢ sdad@h gtisvdal y, h ai
this notionttwf eheemMpargsésatssenti al facets of
l i berty.

As widely explained beforéenckpsaiceni ax @louseind ro rap
dangepmodver i mGahadearced.di scrimination i si,evefn col
though it is part mdsead nymirnac o,f DHagdldea disygpes

confinement of women dtohesrosmea rsep &ceserna babhse auirsstaoft eh.

are no safe space, not even homeg,Lemdts tehlehaslt.r,ee
constant risk of harassment and assault | eads
physical danger, but that also takes on psychol

written aggr essei gm.rtlincitphainst sr eogfartch,e trbesear ch f

they felt sarfley dmacacae .wohteins safety all ows women
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I n those space the conditions for cognitive de:
and their voices count . Of cour se, pewipleieact s

interactions and no(pbi#adf pi mpatansappmapiisdtaiken
spackemini st demonstrations crossing usually

reappropriation of the space through safe spac
t he gstthr eonf wal king with your sisters in the str
Those marches have a wide transformative power
(Rosenfeld and Noterman, 2014)

I f separathavesbéenswhdely <criticized in the |
resi sTthaenyc ewer e seen as ctehres aofnBlhyowasy one Cehtlkcahi
argues that, homes are typical safe spaces, an
could be analyze as(ltdhek el,rnezat@id)ns aonie svaefien stphaec ews
held by A(l1¢&Bdvah &led separatist meetings, but

womani st mofibé¢ eakmhioniesfte mi n [astd onvfo mamnl omho | oves o
sexual |y andé]Jowo maonri ssenkt wa If lpymir pi smi a6 Wl kav,end®8 .
XxXiRecognizing their i nherent constraints, sepa

pleada cruci al role i-meismad egfuat iee gommmaa wtey o f S &
intricately intertwines with considerations of
to negotiate andRobisgmifiedght achidf Netemmasn, 2014)

I n a nutshell, it appears cbaandadieidc hdmd eai s
inclusion/exclusion based on the safeactyusli akems
spaces can be criti quecdyr riennta opnaet,r itahrocshea |s psaocce e
goahd @Go it i n aSasfaef es peancveisr om ngehntt .not be t he go
i.Moreover, it does not only provide a space fre
al sointitisel f tahedisstrautputsi ognu oo fa ntdo tshpea cheeRgheyre amfeiend d
and Noter.man, 2014)

Ther e shooufl dc opuex rstei, cul ar attention to not repro

patriarchal society in safe spaces or spaces
intersectionality is esbeatsafeiamzdatsimves tt okxdad
independently from their age, class, ability, ¢

Finally saaéefopmed byneeepitbayr iaaygl Ilm,sagt t hey are t
of people | ooking Cfreratd anfge tay stalf &t slpeaads itso ai tmet
that acknowl edges, hi ghlights, andltmhot®omer exgiacd
an intrinsic practWMeceust enhveeatme nstebpbatrgaetoigsrtaspehaya & é
wi t h anotehneerf gggoma la n wtrher necessity, ssThols eas pacae

as we wil|l see, mi ght .coHewe\v ar,e m@marstaif®i pEgpmtce |
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S

hey are constituting a fa&fcessmadd yad hteheinre irfi

afety understood as so.

Despite all those apparemt KROBSCAadret aosafandp

P

P
S
S

—~ —+

w u O T u

ri mary form of alternativity is economic, it

acedvechiuset economic support is a form of saf
pportive soci al relationships come out. The |
me men participate in theme tkhRegebdathobhsatae
eir kids or wives to bring the money. Those
each other about their personal I|lives, their
aces to express thedrtheedagppohei of fehebsr apde

ysical violences are often mentioned in thos:¢

>0 oS T O T O <

ange the system. I f those discusdiicmugpadi momt o

—

atus quo. Women, meeting daily, weekly or mol
upport each other.

2.1.Bconomic alternative spaces

The following paragraph wil!/ investigate the

a
a
d

- - - o T < o

® T

|l ternat Ave fspatesthe economic and political

|l ternative to capitalism in developed countri e
iscipline. However, in the 8Gocwiettly tame & mer gve
olutions, the discipline was met with a gr owi

v

ars, the schol aarmsshriape toetcoasmegolnb baanktdeat i on, post
emi ass Melils conceptualization atlhaopsrea cftdirc @as grhu
e

ographic, solcdmslegs and economic

n the realm of geographical per speC@rtdtvems loend atl
rowt h i n Néwe deif $ oii pli icdn essaced rci,aesteenathtteo a dtdbds & o
hber oader spectrum of al tteiren astcihwde oadimahmegso,n oano rct r
tructures that devi aGei fzam & v EGivbosBohra ik @ m'osr A
heoretical framewor k, amhda rraacdtiesraiémkestda tougriey,t s o pi
erspectives ,onbutt hal seoc oammiomg ' a't fostering the
ignificance of t haonsde ssuppapcoerst eids hdom msimages iamzeahd [ & \ad
opoaapitallihe flEndiref. CapittglGi-&@mmalifa2w OB r K rse W r
emini st taoppdaackess views of al.t drnMatexdy, et eappol
reanchahdc ompassing whpicthali igsitor-esrc & thieg g |l freramdsy o f

conaofnore si nvatraxnicset, t heori es do not ard equanlsd nfioarl
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al ternat
Gr ah am,
and

on t he

i ves
2006 ;

to

redi stri

gl obali 2at ioamer

The

2010)

Finterprize
Caprianst

ALTERMNATIVE

CAPTTALIST

State owned

Environmentally
responsible

Socially responsible

MNon-profit

MNON-CAPITALIST

Worker cooperatives

Sole proprietorships

Community
enterprise

Feudal

Slave

TablTehel :Di ver se

Fuller(2aotiomdsi fy
oppositioniaglubsal t &t e &aadnddi et ail dt reas Ita. d dTslerea n
bot h

t he

spectrum

Iabour
WAL

ALTERNATIVE PAID
Self-employed
R.eciprocal labour
In-kind

Work for welfare

UNPA
TTousework
Voluntear
Self-provisioning
Slave labour

c emittea Ipicdotspr amend s

Gr i

globalizati on

iffeadghghb
t zas

as the

buti on of

Property
Privary

ALTERNATIVE PRIVATE
State-managed assets
Customary {clan) land
Community land trusts
Indigenous knowledge
(intellectual property)

OPEN ACCESS
Amosphere
International waters
Open source TP
Outer space

t he

TablTeh el .al tseaurbrsabatriewuep e es ent

Wher eas

dlo

hegemoni c

economic

t

ac onrearbyam b n(ioGii basfo N ma
and Gavsoambhkbhomnsr eBaPphbhkEes:t

I €

sur pl u(s2 0 @@Bhdhtmep p id e @
worattet egbgbakmalatwiidm &t er ogen

o f a ceccoorndoi mi gés rteohia®@rii i ® ceme d
capital icatpid md b s@&n AGroanh a m,

2006 ;

Trarsactions
MaggiEr

ALTERNATIVE MARKET
Fair trade

Alternative currencies
Underground market

Barter

MNON-MARKET

Iousehold sharing

Cift giving

T Tunting, fishing,
gathering

Theft, piracy,

poaching

E@roanoanty 2p0pl R L@n

when

Gr i

by
t zas

Finance

MaiNsTRLEAM
Magkgir
ALTERNATIVE
MARKET
Cooperative Banks
Credit unions
Community-based
financial institutions
Micro-finance
MNoN-MARKFT
Sweat equity
Family lending
Monations
Interest-free loans

there i s n

addi
ad It tee rmmaar tikdestesacialpe d ai

capita

and

ti

Ka

dlintsaritdiaibloen sd a pilatse If iod tl iow

0o n

o capi

Bol ptpeorsnisetrtidovieed It er nat i van spwarasnéeé hatomnisé i

and

Kavoul

flusetaatimg wercyr

al

i btas etdhd i hakml

ce2pgiaral tédeiycaae thloei nesels
b hesp
I ndeietidhtet-qgoasi

and transformative.-ca@apdas elnids satriet ubaamnsaendyp rocam evi apl hue
chall enge the maiThetyr aeaam d¢éeade nadsweallyt Fepr entakt o rveets oa |
p. . Th)ose catnmagorviaed y, they are

of al (éuiteriest al ., 2010;. Gritzas

The ROSCA groups can be inserted

institutions. | this

of the system. Rat herl veseyYy mevms hehteeol efnseby
support and insert all equally.

i mpossibility for women to open

regul ar

bank
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a

dmi ni sobmptawdt yhe | ack of trust in the aoafati on

women who do noitstnaélicledss,arang daweuct adbdtatvidioi es

n
b

ecessarily imply the necfeesitlye ovomemawlko alt@ e

usinesses, the money t hey bdgaran sver dye ncefr atl rl s ti.r

As mentioned before, t he e x antpolleosnioafl daolmeesrtniact iu\

e
a
b

conomy show cl ecaarpliyt atlhiastt nfootr nmasl lofnoenconomy ar e
(I of them are chepbplesgnagstapmabl vemfande ag:
e paid when praising those alternatives as tfF

mai nstream capitalism anh@i HZrodalhd m¢c DaoRrbhieit)tt /r elwcrode

- - —H° =+ ~ 0o < 9 o —~+ 9 9 o0 9 T 9 ~

r—PU!—F

hat atneogstee essar i |l y gooidt ainsd ebsasde nptriaaclt itcoe sl, o0k
vol med hi s tcroanteeaxeto,e i @ssr e nfbLoodw, e f2e061f6g c mat it hiet y
cognition that knowl edaga dloesg oluawe sa dpr o dnpatci
re@@rniitngas and Krahveo uel xaaknopsl, e 2bOrGobupghliand 6 § ) Gh & s
rformativity is the failure of the Marxi st

- ® —~+ M S

ternatives totbepi tsalwi cm.p-elhreaddnddns aszngagnsyst en
estroy anyt hifrrgameot tfhietrreé aimgs mnyo tg itesveenn ¢ @ u lwthion g s
di scourmpademantefithee g e mmnioc capitalist system |
| ternhaf veseul d necessarily be assimilated or

o offer almairmatneam d¢daopittheel i sm because their

epi(c@Greidt zas and Kavoulakos, 2016)

eand al . theaiteén argweni zing thecomampni fnaeter
nd must me ehtu mahaast npe eandhsotd defi. s regar d, alternatiwv
iabl e solutiManrseolveerz @@é6 p alils sens t he notion of

omponent of the underval amedx palgacionf e ce ctomroari gohe ftohr rn
angi bl e and iantlamwgingl e oeli@mdan t lvact psadrded ctiiinfgen Se
hteh e o rViad 1 Baaft encompasses theoretical framewor k
rom and what its Thedamemeardi aatamre brsought in

ife and are subjectsioflegamdiueesamgdii do migetsitreset i
nalienabl e bd@&heefataed precsubpsedhevauvahdrscubku

hat the nature, value, and evalwuation of wvalue
ut distinct notions of valwue: the concrete anc
o expl@imsthfe wvwal ue, and subj ectnidv evs,i dawll tsu roal |
ol d Idheatrhi s conception, values are dependent

nterpretations varylmcevsdanang, toodii ane raelldatsip@an
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economic concepts by shaping thpeopguCc@iuiothz dan &
Kavoul akos, 2016 ; Lee, 2006 ; Narotzky and Besni

Anot her important aspecitmpilse mebe adtdiiloae notf aofh ea lstt
economic |l pmpdaedibeeeast.er understand the varihewy of
they emerged: asaa atahal henhgenaboi(tFue |leat teer alc
The initiatives of communitydecooomgxcbotdd wBbhel
the state, nor t he Moarenoovreyr , o ft hteh es cad mmuwifi ttyh.o s €
andccording to any project. gOmbadoaset wotr kex olff ud
are anchor ed eico ytolpg | @intser nati ve

There are many opteobheyr fTaoarmbeahdeindatolbe arbaienr nfe
mi ght be t hteh ec oforpaemeactio dvle tsduecola odngy datfr t gyt aedonom
circul arorecsonopniyy t he f amM@GiubGraahaimg MOtltlegf pit ihe en
community initiatives, but they can embody di ff
To draw a short exampl eas toano | t hteo ssatlriidvaer itt oyw aerc
sustainability and redistribution through-varic
based consumpediomeceghtcral i zati on of the governa
term encompasses various and different perspecH!
participdeéecomdlkoimrgh hesses, democr at i cOngcoev ea gnaainnc,e
i suciral to delineate, asnpgo¥ei(efhidwut Hebl edkampy
initiatives, while oftenti mes rooted i n | oc al
functideafenasi me barrier against external threa
gl obal(iizhaitdsohi darity economy, despite its criti
envision its projects as utopian entFbobiresxampl e
solidarity economy has been defined as the way
mo v e nefrtan-a eThiad .ynl2dd@kRyg mul ti ple and correla

framorgani zing the sphere of production and it
i nnovative, arising from the f(é&lod gemkampi en af
To reach a proliferous vision of the solidarit
genderdeed, i f on the one hand feminism cannot
production modes, on the other hand neither <ca

traditional e ¢ 0 nooamys iwdietrhaotuito maoorfiet@l gh@reant a end @0 O
Mi es, Mi®e&6)( 1986) argues that women cannot reac
system, but neither can add ews r(ildda dGroanh a mnMi Pebse 6 ¢ a
(19B86uses on Athe relationship between womenaos

neveenrdi ng accumgt gqwi toét weerech capi t ali st patri ar
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subordinati 6Mi e§, chb8Bé&j) wpdDt &3 .t hat, in this re

intrinsic to this oppressive system, not only
This systemic violence against women, &aghiiastn
or more generally aghniimmbat GH wmlbdd iSro upglha e utnh @ i
symtlen t he patriarchal and capitalist frame we

alternative t o atnhde tpor otdhuec tviadnu emogdevsen t o obj ect
it as an alternative to systemic issues, such a
patriarchy and capitalism is nytemeaecrcemy,ariitl yi ¢
keep the gender prism into tHe&ldbafl iadiet ioomrtofalt |
Mansyt at e NNGGGs ed peogeaimal, |l y i n tlegtalcdd odo@ll i daruit thy
flourished i n tahree liansshc rtieboeadd e mel Theyg: the find
vi able ways of product inmar @ nidmme assaafimp tdpnoda ascaontes
avail.ablinldeteyd, i f the Bboat rtehrdt e mMoedtyn aamil ces osnh ot
i gnoarseadmy women have to answer to their daily

solidarity e ccoonnodmuyc tperdo gperectpse, rfl oy eaweommatne ttohei r oV
andbdg calbleedt t he community t hey( Whiivtee. i nd 8wk 5tehs pgeoce
were widely devel oped by the | ocal €temmoasthy mov
needs r elcnogtnhiitsih@nmeommuni ty becomes the unst of

inaturvwadr laff@ude used to(Reetaiirtes ROOBY

This unit of anal ysirsgias dti mag smdisat dR@BICArtelsd | magmr
base of all t hose exchangeasndt hpaootwear e ed aarhp loetse |i
which everyone knows, eatc ht bpeaihmmacageagd ROS|CAst 5 ¢
sol i ddrsiet yroups have i mpacts on the whole c¢commi
it itmeeeavk,ekl y budget might be used for the <c¢h
the main impact is the devel opments.ofl ndmeldl, U
ROSCAssmal Ibgutjicpuags (0Opened by one okeepei womba

to the economic support of t he aROSSAlI |l o uthieqg u
i mportetiagcd odfnode s, & i mal | gwoaneenr yseddd ng food in
evening. Those seprevoipclees tahraet adlos on outs eldi vbey i n t he
are mostly for @heineuglborsonbmgeadpect is re

The redistribution of money and goods on a dai
many wusef ul projects at community andenevidghthmoart!l
it

I n a ntuhtes hseclhlo,l ar ship on alternative economic a
contri but i-G®@rnahoafm Giobsioth i s essenti al and all owed

Vi ew, excluding the Mar xi st visdirairc tafr ad a pitt alnids
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This allows the alternative economin®ed tad whgsre

capitalists gmdrrnatr chlaway Onrceen nuanced, it is e
need to create new sustainabl e, viable and inc
all eradicate eapldoirtapiece poadtisoes al and ecol

To better updesisbiahidt it @&® s ealfommprwii,tnhebldidred trdgomami
femianndti ntersectional approachhuwnmamsiidmpa ntg drot

choose to delve into the critical thinking offe

47



2. Xritical thinkiamg omarags sambhlgges

As concl usisveec ophadrptt eorf, tlhicshoose to present succ

its usefulness in analyzing marginalized peopl
the concepts previously mentioned, Hhios acocreamnd te
particular focus on the geographical notion of

at stake and the process usedsin the research j

2.2.Assembl aggegrapty

The conazepdmbosfagpften wused in various academic
sociology, and geography. An assemblage, in the
phil osophers Gilles Deleuze and Fa@leiix Guwdtltadroil

writing A Thousand Pl atea(@498Tlampit Al $ smommex tS,c

-

efers to a complex and dynamic arrangement or

nomuman, that come together to produce specific
assemblagesnchodbeg peopl e, objects, i deas, an
assemblages can be made of, they are composed

n various ways to ot hesaroenehsi.ghllny tfhiusi dr,e gtahredy,

pl ace, areep emmaretne x tand adaptive structures. Mor e
prdcefined hierarchy, traditional or hegemonic s
empasi ze horizont al interactions. Finally, asse
interactions of its own multicit y Doefl ecuoznep oannedn tCsl

1987; Hol | and, 2013; Lanci one, 2016)

I n geography, scholars have adapted and develop
geography, assemblages refer to spatial confi g
together in a particuéehemdmrmntcatcan bobnclcwdd ephy.
activities, institutions, t ec hnéeéluongine sa,geaari & rmd
human actors. This can include technologi es, ar
to the formation of a spatial assembl age. Assen
various el ements within a space. Geographers u

how different componentsiahtefhettso ptodaoneberyp

spaces and pl aces, highlighting the complexity
di sciplines, assemblages in geography are ofte
(Anderson et al ., 2012; Fox and Alldred, 2015;
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ographers who engage with the concept of ass
alyze a wide range of spatial phenomena, fro
onomic systems to cultur dleepr a&ampil oged Maor eun
nvergence of distinct historical rel ationshi g

tenti al spat i.outBe naplosroa la sdiav ecragrecnecpet u a l tool fo

- T 0o o 9 @
O o 0o 5 o

-

ansf ommathiamn ng soAndér phenethdaab.r.ovd @lex) a | en

geographers can understand the complexity, mu |
(Ghoddousi and Page, 2020; Lancione, 2016)

The assemblage theory shows a great ability to
geography, but also focuses on the agency and

opportunity, throughstiod @malryail $ eefoepVer ydawn
the multicity of factors impacting the | atter.
i nteractions and rhedmdan ofnasc todr sh ufmalnl iamgladdad wesn h
al so to see the subject as perpetually changi:l
adopti-hgmaprisgt and relational perspectives, a s
di vides of inside anhd eatt sa(rme foflgjedadntda 15d op ame® v ,i
Al l dr ed, 2015; Ghodd#oxsianandl| Paged 2201i ned,

Awith the unit of analysis firmly shifted from
with what bodies or things or soci alt eirmsttiitont,i d

and desire produced in bodiegFox gnadups!| df edodi

I n this regard, the assemblages do not see bod
The body is as a carref(ohuax faorrd iAltledraecd,i onG1l 5a;n
202Bdwever, whae shiftiofiganal ysi s, one must be
mar ginalized groups and intrinsicfadwsssed momad if
per spd¢dtei feemi ni st l'iterature on asdemltlhagpde er s
marginality analysis.

2.2.Rssembl afgmisnias o

| f assembl ages t hilpkyiovggdbdsaphehsisiwashia criti
feminist geogirtapdliedtasoh @dr goreo ftohuantd engagbelmwetv er n

as it is an interesting toolkit to analyze pow
Eden K{ia&k@&afbilders a f emi ni sTthegr iatrigquee tdhfatt hea slsatm
are seriously |l imited in tpeliirt idesaslcrp @tte rnvtei, alc ob

concerns, including soci al di fference, power ,
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(Kinkaid, 2M0s20menpt.i o4n5e8d) .bef or e, assemblage thinl
as descriptor(Ghoddepsi aaddePhgese, 2020; Kinkai c

When | ooking at assaeambdbftdigti as gatdbecrngtionf or m
di fferent processes Icrant thbe Secemedschapmpt ¢ro afnatl t
nei ghborhaod oelhangei paHowgvervebbpeaerntmes BOCI
descri bedag $1e¢ mdunganlgyw shies, whi ch mi ght | eTahde taou tah dr
agr ees fwaictth otfhenot taki ng ifgoern dgerra ntreadc es,o caigael, cca

and its implications, however they cannot be ig
of assembhagpedserawwlrdsof i nternal dhoisei eataegd
are indepdotesséesdokerl at nithaeysseamb| e bodi es, spac

great force and ef deKitnlkaaidd g )hiud B @onbant gt esrabn supnadceer
how the soci al categordiefsf amrenthioathicd iaéd redmeys 3 ays
gueeetonggdgnd tkocialse eeondeaerceédpue asctead. Wi 2 hdb,ut b
restrictiive @& awemgaody i el o saec kcnaotwef geodrgi eeisia trm usstel  brpee tr
they are the resqwimanofpribhbcrmeaseandfnemcount ers &
ROSCA those encounters and choices brought by t
and safteo ghreotutpesr t he | i fe conditions of the par

includhowmgamoaspects of the neighborhood.

Assembl age daess car i sthaeescpepbteat esses based on their
t hey getnheerigre f | bxit bimloisthyy ¢r ahe hil oal malsipkadpiedr , ( 2 0
of fers a crpotwegru e srseugeasr,d ibyugcehmiacss ,i mbrad qainaleist, i e s
Agreeing W2Qa20KRGrnksaz di talregruee si ¢« hradt an essenti al
structures bodies or other entities in hierarc
soci al practice. This process of stratsiociicaalt i

di ffe(kinclkai d, . POA®danp.t H&H&t3)assembl age theory c
mat eri al. Miseraarcommysequestedy asyowalscambbwugde wit
di f f

be conisi emedtiplicity and as gaatchoghrlinmdgat $ gn céta
2012; Kinkaid, 2020)

Fina

etrlemacephiotiamses e mblo®egensd t he rel ati onal produc

Iy, i f assevalyl ade eing algd mdgte dvti lweh @ rhoes swonrg dg
storiees| tpionsgs iibhigloiftlieexss bahst grmatdi ve mbgkttnefl e

privialnegddie ef f acimbvaennda gnechlbigldietryson et al .., 201
ifAssembl age thinking can begin to correct this
di fference is (re)produced and how relations o
2020, bn d4Bi73. regard, an essenti al component 0
side of rese8&8teaehtand whahyspmsddtsemiac ditny ,f e rhianti s
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sembl age stho®ad rda pahcecrosu n,to n Eabrec hdoirfafgeerc é ad ¢ ss y at e
mi nanantd pmeecleat edhs et meags that, by recognizin
d entanglemgnatemith Semial st vision of ethic

e ethics raised by feminniogtheal svo raavsanrcedrfraes str e fs|
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oddbhede two concepts are presented mdrmrem ma d
mi ni st per speaitliive. alnmd ereedf, | weixd eviiytiyoonsi der ed
ring the whole research: the preparation, t h
sul ts.

ce soci al categories and hierarchies cannot

ose conceptled st essekeamsall vao. recognize ethics
re that the assembl|l pgevibesr gctemesnof seppcek
rginalized people, but manages to emkruamaensi ts
actiivne paegrepnet{skahkahdnge020)

2. 2 .As s embdtagtelse mar gi ns

en the theory of assembl-agescmanhbdsest st hbeg Mmi
an interesting analysis of marginality. I n

nc. one

Being at the margin means to be situated on
the O0docmewleére more towards the center. Bor
possi bl e taamdyi Vil sei halned, ef f eThéwear @ mbotdé realg eam
nature and forms but theypbesanobhade by méulmesp
to preserve their owanaiudrheoriazale@a,ndp.stla)ndi n
se tdarre opening senReetnhcienskianfg tLhd ebmak t he Mar

nt exts, Subj(DilsadndnadppPehisi ¢t® me as a cl ea

oached beforeRanaoduwowirndgehiss i sh gptodru.ci ng mar gi n
d pBoptlers are not necessaalibley |pehgyasli,c apla,l iafi c
| t uBalr sdhakti mderevi si ble maegiuadl batdhMacegsaad i p
st be studiefilothtbegbh nhewneyemecessarily a th
abhn meet the actual mul tipliciittwnoforex,As20Hh
ntionedasdvembhepe v, when regarding iagteomar gi n

erarchicaéi pbewer sh e aRthesirahle splaabsoduets | ooki ng at
i nkaiMar Qi0R9)cannot be defined propeidbynwithe
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l egiti mate nor accuUradtte ri rescireipettpu waollsicnth bepant h €
met hods to undertake the i(skiureksaiod, p200s2 &Tihanan d i
focus is on a new analysis of ,thechedenQlgemaeigf
6vitalisté analytic of the margi ncsolpommpalsatdn drya
vi sions of masaginravl iptayt,im altwteindfefresr ast e @mémweimbd
t hpat hway, h vhnuamma na nadgremocth @tsh consi dearsed hattyh dsthea r
spaceswhi ekiHnttaatrieesnot ass umeaf ftehcrto urgehl lhae y cosau seel
understobodwheyowegh stT haend hrmirredug.ondi ti on iod exi
resear ched otshsridbligh dtyherf t er msy méhrusnama vaen da gneomc y
through their interconnections and( lrend aitd men,s, 2 (
Thi s agencyyysifs idnoueirpge tdreienétys @ah si demetduak WWewsi on
thiargqeDel euze and GuattatLi fel®87unlhames itpar meeh, e ad @Al
poteenitbdahyg dAworld is explrdraend ibhreaipm&@ohdl e demiomg
mar gi(nalne i o,n ep). 21001 6

Ad anci on&ankfi2nOkla6i)da r(glue28) vi t asdtisuctapmpaloaichhsues r
coloniali sm, race, age, clasdhegblshiosimd dtec!l omi
as not only depending on hkhuunmaann, ebnutti triaetsh earn do nt h
I n this regtarrdgudgh eda dma@ mlydney et o bwi temaeud tr gidle iugploa
readi wgt hamdh equal cohgmaer opvent § ed at h®ensomnd

rel athwmladiasyed on specific, fdrLeamnicsi ®@nleyt 2OM®BI)Vvi n

The first step to enter ineaownitealt uad e fzawld latyp@ i BN
the Aheterogeneity of the components, processes
2016, Thi s12). widely done throudmhm awmhs ecnb lacadt ey U rst
asvechangi ng beepaouseandadlawayisngietron iithst er sdett iwers a
human ahnudmadmmgi nal i zati on depends on the capaci

and ctibhegcomepl ace wheeriestmearveeiryswhgrLeanano.nei & 04161

recsahl the previPamiiyi aie ni€eidoyiieed Kern (2021), and
of wotnheeni,r agency ahodowtbeit boapamd ihthitbousd ¢ trad esnos
caamsd streepaguawiat kabil it yf oarn de XDamneelyecael @ MR8 oK a

of fer an wurban assembllhaeg er ealnaatliyosniss boeft waeaelink anbaitl e
spati plrovadeasw way t o apgpotrite aiyd drhtei tciietsy of part
nei ghborhoods, districts) emerge from compl ex |
p. Th)i.s means that space impacts on -pemapheemsi P
I mpact on space aredBane peomplheehhiagpdkiere cean anal y:
movements made by the participants of the rese

human features. l ndeed, the way the city of L
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olutions of the ROSCAs as they i mpact deepl
vement s, economi c opportlunitthiiess ,r eagnadr dh,b ew abli keas
bject, but rather -Aumahtiacodenef aihmsnamitlrend oin
ban cont eWatl koafb inpobbtiglnitteyal n i s a c¢tahpearge fttoyjreca i d t
a Aspace of possibilityd (Dovey and Paf ka, ¢
comnadl yenter in a vitadriestubgreailtsy dnieseddefiloteh @ smanrc
e sakbjjeecctt di stamal y oyengu samibiett iewder st ood not a
nstituted byeatcbuanersaeltatrisecs, onsAsanerwlodivn e
Lanci drhe (fiz&kpe&)y, ence of marginalized peopl e
personal cul pnaobti Isiitnyp loyr a sactkheofouwiclome of br
l'y be grasped as an ongoing praddegs icf ad whajy
deaVvarncci one, TBRD&4 6¢cap. bé&5under st Moan waiirtloa ghh t
itcthe focus is on the evolving aspect of given
aring the same space.uddevadaemt odr memmdceaevihu tl iel ic
mporary purposes until more pedmarsamgtgede se ltd
an | eaving vacant s pac evsaruinouusse dt,e nphoerya rcya na cht e
mar ket s, cul tur al events,. cTohmnsu ns ht oywsg atrhdee na
man ahnudmannonent i ti es, i n ttrhaen snfecerdnsi nogf aan dp raedcai p
nt(eatr ko et &d&lsefuR02dY marginalized peopl e an
e assveamhballalfet coevese, i n Ltoeungpao,r aa sy ismlany omist
ojects or unfinished construction sites beca
at is the focus ahdt ma-hgmadynfiastonsedpanmpan
t he ot her nceongphobnoernhtoso do.f t he

irdly assembl age r eraedpionlgi toifb @ zhad inmaa gd en sa g aripd ,)
en thaeabhgmgeommrext in whichl ndeed,natllyes i an alayppi
what is good or what i ist abkaedniidegppaertds t mo otfl ya c
t allow for the fafl lalalndl ipfoesd t ( Ivieo reeéxapyr eers, s 2toH
prehension of good and bad are actitvhe deafrign e
anci onfTehi s20claén) be understood, tdmadughe wiasd @ geh
ckerspiop®Bsadi-byr(iC@ll&f) athe s paper, mbhagamahtysi
proached as an assemblpade tofca hadnrbauonmghceocnhsnuont eorg,
teri adt evm)sjtteased as vectiTdhienbér € 8t qhvaatleuea spsrboodt unc
r oruugbhb i s h, and the potential i tpi cokfertshi sOfr ucbobt
estion of recycling is highly peeloiutnit@ailsy c hn
| i ni odalheclowat d agneed y mlgi ng processes thaty hap
tabl i solredouftrsandee of ttfloe meMgdn mgmi pyans seer

rginality, but paradoxically rubbish as a po
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n a-lmwa manno neing v d li wisn g, cont dxhte dapre nadfe n tnu latni
ngl ement(sCaalnbdh arteal ,a t2 00ln6s; .| Ina nt chieo ncei ,t y2 00lf6 )L o u
hborhood many-hamrdebbjergt of orsec e@mdgalll iaftiecsatt
hborhood. Entire boutiques arreprbaduwdieuen wi i

| u ahbul nea bnj oedRCOISSC As are politics group that ar

olidarity economy by their disruption of t}
literature on assemblage in @eadryaplsy,i si resf
a newueeyset ioonn st hoef excl usi on and marginali za
i nterest us in tNMersecvend thapmet h obfy It dg is
mbl age and vitalist theory wil!/ be a pill ai
ng and credihtosesacasioztiiadn®ns are i @AEE] bec
nedmoan onal undeansadamdishg bef asmpayeed t hrough

mbl ages.
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Concl usi on

This secondrehapieg o6ffoer §emini st and emoti ona
spaces-exfonsoomico exi stence, and an explanation ol
Il ndeed, not only they aftfermnlngralatewveateicoe otmo c
mar ket bsuys ttehne,y all ow people that are not consi
fulfill ment. Those spacessolaircarailtsyyo Iatfle ismp aecesn
Coupl ed withnoamici rpccwlcaersseca he ROSCAs become s

economic existeoaommbnrtmasgi hatezedmen in the ¢

Theonsi dneulattiipolni ci t y-haufmamu man oamsd plnoaanyi ng a rol e
grodpspite their apparent amdregni malsitt yyeiograpop @
the assemblage | iterature. Thentlfad mieni aatl | mevi mMagd
path for qualitataimaegmeahotdy. aMabgoeodsesopfthdeas

l'iterature wild.|l be conducted on the fourth chaj
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Chapl3ieret hodol ogy and met hods of the

Il ntroducti on

The third chapter of this thesis focuses on t}
research | conducted in the city of Louga, Se
organized as foll ows: whyf i rwhtatmo thiowe rmy oh diea e
met hodol ogy, and finally detail t he met hods, a
design supported by a feminist approach all owe
rel atilonsewieplsoped in the frame of the research
Mor eover, the combination of or al and visual m
research to bring a new point of view on the tc¢
First of al |, t he motivation of the choice of t
gualitative methods. It was chosen mostly for

gualitative methods. sDheg umseiidhledr h@asd i 4c alpep eiag

given that womendés I|ives revolve around it.
As the focus is on qualitative methodology brou
and reflexivity. This approach was designed to

alternati veecpmamisc oé xcsisticye mocfe Lonugah,e Senegal ?

The third point is dedicated to the methods an
obserwatibam, vi sual met hods. Starting from wal k
the research question, | then explain how part:.
the context [ was in and the tpieomlleedrmea-ndo md
structured interview. With the women who were
| off mati on was crossed with visual methods to be

both phdomogtaphgs daleend Imenmea l sket chhametsi vdirtaywi r
those methods brought together all owed a full

answers to the research questions.
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3. Motivation of the choice (why)

This research is based on a feminist approach,
research activities comprised visual, oral, anc
to evolve in the filelogwaphydatl aboolalte oni, om,athi |
| decided to apply a feministthenisi bloi apf aehye, s
research in Louga, the methododogweéelnlt hdde dvawbog eg ¢
this wor k. I found essenti al to start ftriome a f
participants, their will, t,henwayt ot hbeeyt twea n tuend et
I deepl y berledsemarsthh atc kanwoewh edge for positionald.
young, white, female student from Fran@evar hi s
and trustful relationships with the participan
such as feeling of illegitimacy in conducting

the participants.

The feminist appr oiampgd yaead inatt i wvec ealesadrginl i n th
the one | found most relevant for the case stu
requirements. I ndeed, as the groapdltbheudi edr wa
organizational and | anguages issues, | decided
participants. This choice was not idrslewafsndrdatt hvdre
decided beforehand. I ndeed, the freedom and va:
judmede relevant for this research.

The way in which | was introduced in the group
preci se ROSCA. Indeed, | was introduced by a cc

t hneei glolhophees i dleans tema@ln knowing her for decades
by a woman, part of the group, that spoke Wol o
ROSCA hel ped me greatly negotiating myg einnrtahe
meetsi,ngand as | met women, the ones that were
reference points. W th some of them | also deve
This helped me engage in pagstnacilpiaein archhmetihmds

bet ween us.

The participative methods are done through two
that were el aborated throughout the process of

of ment al sketch maps ywsamex dloaimee cddse v direy twhoinmreqn  te
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and Athereo, pointing directions. Moreover, thi
they thought would be interested. Secondly, the
the activities. For eesd mjulcd ,urtelde ibrutte rpwivewls tvhe
on anmi cofofphone on various topics based on wha

designed together, I would draw mine, or partic

Regarding the <choi ceheofnetihgeh bsoaailoeo do b rskatrehlely Bnioss
phenomemanbpcraautse there i s oner@ithhaeegau e eiatc hi e
defined themselves and where they belong. I nde
Lal Masasmd t heydiaviecenthhiém,yr gutowmptoidweatmb atlhheei r | i
revolve around the neighborhood,acandiltmdeadcd, gihr
nei gbbdr hwomen are the |semdaeirsl, abhdredhdaypadcdei s

under the trees is theirs. This might seem anec
seeing men and boys everywhere, sitting, going
never oeunt ,t hoey where they were in movement, goin
until t hey weelrsoabroatio ehtormee.p,| a smal l er one, but
smeoneds yard, because fAwomen with money cannot
they told me. And | believed them because it we
i nisdhpnecigdéor hood and | saw all t he women, s e
working,ltematthede surprised. They wel comed me \
part of the group, and even the older ones, who

after some ti me.
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3. Met hodol ognmocr@lh aftr a me

3.2Qualitative design and feminist approa
This research is inscribed in a qualitative de
feminist geographic |iterature is rather qual:i

mi xing of (tGlae cmat R@ado n and Mo n\ko,r e200v0e7r;, Tirhaec ya, c t:

to developstsuchuagdseéemitervi ews, participants®o
greater significance in a qualitative framewor
Secondl vy, the interest in the precise context,
the surroundings was gsantei alhet spmaee,i 1 cmpean
emotions | inked to itthe Mareadvgrm, talse cahdiicel of

agreement with the choi ddrafcyt h20dqBal itative me

Anot her observation is that the sample of wome
women in some event s7roefgitshtee rgerdo uipn,t elr vci oenwdsu, ¢ taendd
ment al sketch maps, but the infor mal conversat.i
regard, and to remember the advice of t hmd asse
non, are subjects andImogthliy aectgamrs aqfualt hé at &5
adetqeah e werrestehaer ch questi on: How do woeeondmisc¢ g
existence in the city of Louga, Senegal ? Thi s
analysis of all the subjects awd:activities. TI
-What i s an eelctoenroms tci vsep ascoec?i o

-Why would women need taHenmne? n@Gan vteh epyu ba ¢ cce sssp ancoere
-Can the ROSCA be considered an alternative spa

-Are women aware that they are part of alternat

To answer those questions, the feminist approa

recreate processes of exclusion from spaces a

theoretical approach i s ba)setdhatn ppatnrei aarscshuymp(tad
exists; (b)) that it wunfairly redudesubahkyrdéeei.ce
e quiiitsy preferable to the status quoo (Tracy, 20
codered in the previous chapters, through the f
the feminist vision of assemblages. This appr oe
The knowl edge we produce, as humani ty, cul tur ¢

interesting base for the production of a mor e

knowl edge and expression gl a(uBrhdo nblee yr,e c200g0n8i ;¥ ¢Dda re
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is done through the gathering and cl| utsgaielré mge o
voicemith et bt . reRi0Dédé)on the experiences of p
cul tur al and pol i t(iCaalc ipae rRsapreocnt iavned iMo nikmp.l2i 0e0s7 ;
I't focuses on how the soci al constructs based
and the meaning gi Meavwp stsg. RI0a@DR2es around t hem

I n conducting feminist research, al | the proce
mar gi nal i(zDeadr | g rnogulpls20 ZnEx hods, as wel |l as the me
be studied thoroughly into guiding towards f el
l'itefkitmkai.d Mox2®2G)han the topics treated, it i
In this regard, al |l topics of research might t
subjectivity, and privil egesseaasr cwelrl amsd g leasreead
taken into account. The power balance during al
attention that must be OMbsswh2002p0i Agatf e mi 20 G §
When engaging in feminist research, it i s i mp
consideration of feminism and t he examinati o
comprehensive examination of nsetehsosdesn,t imaelt htood celfa
feminist research. Beyond the specific topics
approached holds greater significance.

Assembl age in feminist research has developed
regardi ng etamieaws walyt tpr ewnigdhegse with the worl d,
to difference, possibility, and changedo (Kinka
mind the not to neglect soci al pr acttii oens. aRmd he
potentiality for change should be questioned
possi bislsietmbé asgeAt hinking can address the i mba
regarding the production and reproduction of s
of inmnequality persist and couinnt etrhiesf froergtasr dt oiwsa r
i mper meabl e aspect of the research, but rather
i deal around which to revol ve. (IKi noktah.edr, war2ds),

Wh
t h
of
20

an

3.2.E2hics

en consi darifregi ai 8d caned drotdisg! tpoi nts to focusc
e reflexivity of the researcher (Kinkaid, 2072
this discipline that is not inhereh€Cdtyumggale,
l17)Factors such as identity, subjectivity, pr
d the researched must be taken into consider
ourselfo and the i ntegatc{tdyedsa,nd2 plod)i ti cal arf
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my case, as a young, white and student rese
vileges to enter the group of participants.

the president by at meanblke,r tolfe tdiee sgtrioaurp wa smel

n meeting other women, especially ol der ones
er we were introduced. When | introduced my
woul d understand that | was not able to gi
, and they knew that the fact of being a st
y asked me, | would bathomest twiltyh It demhiawv e
dies, and that | was here thanks to a schol a
a of Europe, and of whiteness change as we ¢
deeply reflect on my positionality is the a
|l d come to Senegal, |l would say that | came
nt was rather: how dindayioonged ¢bmenkerssaa:
e it to go to Europe. When | explained that
h only a valid passport, a conversation on
gdeh wwihem, and | istened to their argument s, t
itim and valid in the face of those inequal
erstand when the betitdouti hei wgs anot meet sbb
aling time from them. Finally, |atwawadoitrhge nm

it was the moment they spent together, and t

second aspects regarding the feminist ethioc
ds, the fact thadet libacaksneodw celdyy as rgerlioahuncde dp oil s

se, A89Wmentioned before, | am a young woman,
opportunity to travel in some European cou
second semester of the ase@dmwdyysearaisfedmy nma
itics had importance, and | have al ways beer
choices, and the way | move has al ways bee
sequen@aee.itl nm&8enkgal I al so Il earned to be
ht, | am aware of the biases the knowl edge |
t the feminist methods aretali sotlbi dsetetéeen
ces. | remain a white woman raised in Europe
vi nced, however, than despite this differenc

ationships.
dynamics of power balance, particularly evi

the attention required in conducting femin
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represent both the positionality and the refl ex
bal ance intricated in the relation between res

questions are chosen, hekedxampl é n lwhdedd,ortde

essenti al to expose them. Mor eover, | found eas
women | knew mor e, t hat [ saw every day. With
matter, as we already spoke about most of t hose
registrations. Those interviews are usually | on

than asking for aamchwewist hlihhdé awdmen hle apormor e
woul d be at ease to mention more personal det ai

detailed more precisely on the next paragraph ¢
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3. Participative observati boow verbal and vi:

This part details the methods used during my r e
are multiple averdadadewv i chumdtdheeaynitteemtd, t o be parti
| decided to organize them as such, even though
evébomicbnt emporaneousl!l y.

First of all, both chronologically and in this
understand the context I was i n, and some ques

guestions thaSedomddIleynhggaged eiamcpmarti ci pantsod obs

the teati me, or every time | woul d meet t hem,
emer ge.

This of cour se, would |l ead to many infor mal c
personal identity and-stamsuat ugrreodu pi. ntle rovrigeawnsi zveidt
i nterested and had the time tonflodsoceW tamdt he :
we engaged in |ife history interviews.

Those histories were also transcribed by the wu
maps As | did most of the photographs, we al/l
with other verbal oné=xe, rtdihvewe to full pi ctur e

The cumul ation of those methods and aeetciomiotmies
dynamics happening in the neighborhood and in

the | atter and space.

3.3.Rarticipants observation and wal king as

The first form of observation | engaged i n, i s
have a deeper understanding of the city and t hi
not a reseear,cBhevatctli visteyd t o accompany them when
or visit a relative. This might seem anecdoti c,
and the people they wal k with. Trhsetyo csch ahroewd twhietih

was extended, who was family, and who was not

pl arcaeki ng (Low, 2016) .

Wal king as a method is becoming increasingly i
I ndeed, this new way of examining the city can
met hod is highly dependeensteaar hteme @ogsli ttiho rsa lwitl
experience of walbkhksocgouas rePiecaefieapfbawhboo,
(I all ows the researcher to better under st and,
cul tur al nor ms, or even political and religious

6 3



Even if the collected data depends on subjecti
recognition of such, coupled with a detailed me
informati on. Especially tarfiuvaodpast sasddspgatmieals |
ot her wi se be (dRifefricceulatn dt oL aewhiocni,t 62015, p. 657)
As qualitative research favorizes a diversifioc
wal ki ng. Il ndeed, i f walking is employed in con
This is mostly due to otdhei sf awcste d htaad ,r awiad &k i e sa
answers. I n other words, the interrogations tha

(Pierce and. Lawhon, 2015)

did wander in the icwas wiot lgemy twe lklnphwd e | angyha

to rememberOft ceouwasye, wht ki agt empEbpeegacefs i s
al ways pleasant, but the ability to walk in L
satisfaction. | walked on my own at the beginni
the women of the ROSICApwheg otheypbadfito dotivit
bynen in cars offering me to bring me where | I
wal kability in the city of Louga especially in
take pictures whil e vaaldk ismge, Il itshtee mp etrd utmees .n dits
of the urban setting | was evolving in, such as

—

~+ O C© O u»w oS
>0 ™ 5 T O O =T

e X

me

Pa
ge
ge
un

e great number of people using t hemorvefde eftr otno

ighborhood to another, but rather to do thincg
emed, in the end, feasible both in terms of
ti mal conditionsugal,hehoswevdr ,sinadeofi tL real i z
derstood, after some time there, t hat | start
going where | needed to go. I al slo gdtaru sdad
em. I decided several times to chawgenmygti wit

new surrounding and be able to observe differ

at stroke me most is that it was rare to see
mewher e, I saw men outside sitting and tal ki
her for no specifictpuwposer I h Bpiasesegar whi
isted, where to find them, and what they wer

t them, apdrdatheer treeds,e africrhnst with participant o

rticipant observation is mostly found in ettt
ography. Now, et hnography in geography is a
ography, often using etksogmaphiuc cest hodis mea
derstand unusual contexts for the researcher
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researcher, as mentioned above. The positional
participants observation witMWatsoingaao.diifgl ctohuer2st
at my arrival it was not easy to negotiate tho
that they do exist and are difficult to erase

best way to naetunfpalilonisntacmmdwrcomg laissi ons.

The met hod of observati on, based on descriptio
embodied in emotional experiences-hcuoamainn @ towetr so.f
the biases recognized,wiitth itsheasorcepgto dfeedt meomr
who are the other to me, this does not i mplicat
I n this scope, |l anguage is essenti al to do par
I ndeed, the identity of people themsel ves, i n
relationships and theobbfjlkictsésanal ybessproceeasea
their causes and consequences might be the main
the researchers to understand those widt hpoomteras
(Wat son and Till, 2010).

Participants observation is based on memory of
highly fallible. I n this regard,Waosentakidndgi l
When | observed aspects that I was afraid not

phone, on a notebook, or take a picture of it

the ones | remembered, utaprd bangadipa themtbammayi
for the research. Those thematic aspects were

design the whole research project and activiti e
Observing and documenting everyday practices,

highly subjective and cannot be considered an '
not have value, or iesn neontt esrciinegntiinf itch,i sr antehtehro dtohl
of its subjectivity, and the impossibility to f
words do have connotations, even unconscYd ous

i mplications. Mor eover, the mixed methods of

researcher to grasp a specific meaning that is
My practice of participants observation starte:
of what | saw happening around me. I realized,
and | wrote on théevfiionst |ddy,r mecarerdewidt,e tdi s
my perception changed in those months. As | di
t hem, many aspects were new to me. Moreoeer, i
beginning | felt ashamed to write on my notebo

6 5
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a natur al practice. This helped me grea

ould explain what | assisted to.

pants observation is also found in the
and their movement s, the specific sound:
rtain houhe Thvedcemperbencésomftthese
r, we capture telling and ordinary det ai
al reactions and ment al states whemsobs
s, phot ographs, mapping, and other form

eryday settings, routine interacti on(sWatasnodn b

d

e

e,n d

3.

S

Ti |

t he

os e

n

i s

|, 2010)

3.Y¥%er bal met hods: -sbnuetsnedonetesemews, a

Crossing between observation practices a
atur al conversations uswually bear with

one of the maiappearaeseofrmyimaéseanvhkr?

identity and the nature of the relationshi

ppen

bet ween two members of t he ROSCA, bet we

mysel f, et c. Those conversations cannot

member them and unet hi cal to use the words of

r

e

t he

research to happearsiimgpneand f or the i nt e

practice of interviewing is intertwined in

gar d,

d

et hical questions are at the core of th

reflexivity aoebesgertiexlt edompome rbtesf otr e,

tervi

e

ews. I ndeed, if what emerges of intervie

researcher mu st be aware of what niost unadédr sit

adequate concl us(iMcnDo waenld ,g e2n0elrOa;l iTzraatciyons2 01 3)

e

ns

Cc .

power relations are dependent on the soci

de

I n

r the whole intersbdomaonalkipegxtofupbdoplse

ot her words, thhbei nheenet ewasahappeabied

esipoat i al characteristics of( NbooDchwetlhle, r2e0sleCa;r cTh

reover, i ntervi ews, as participants observat.
ter pmetthadd vleogy ¢ ( Mc Dowell, 2010, p. 158).
aware that the interviewsbatrre hwunmdhumaathd | mc

c e

t

S

possi blde pttch earegerea cihntod ismme i ssues. It
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and personal beliefs, and allows an understandi

as
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f e

Wi
Th
al
on
we
sp
Oof
To
t h

here in the EMubDgwelalse 20tOnduct ed
me of the intervi-setwsudt croead.ucltredt lwieg er esgan d,
uld consider the researchoés interest, but wit

estions were mora @uesatni dmncdiirnea.t ilotn,altlhcawe d n

details according to the participant. | coul
what I needed to know, or what was apeerady
nver sati-emdée¢ d aqqued toisens, and to make it seem
e same questions independently from the rec
ructured interviews evas, ebotemtfiadl guwalihteat ies e
h(i Lcasws ,. 2013)

started b¥extHderabtimg hi stonof guestions, t hat
nversation. The questions were mostly |inked
e family, the ROSCA, tahndprtofeesseéioglalb oralnodo dp e
|l ationships emerge from a strong network, unc¢
ofessional, personal and community relations|
wolmewés i nto economic, financi al , and soci al
rongly i mpact economic and financi al strate
of essional re(lG@ut®roinns,hi2p0sO 6i)s bl urred

terward, the interviews tend to better under s

elings regarding this space, to try and wunder

th the women | knew most, the interviews qui

is does not mean that the womenawbetenwhgbtd |
I aspect s, rather that they would tend to me
e thing | eading to another, sail through thei
engagedfonmeaofaspeech. I't is an interlestin
heres of I|life, from the point of view of the
course, the information was deprived from sc
ensure objectivity, the information gatherec
roug-bhecloissg ( Gu®r iyn,t h2e0 0i6nf. orksapieicoinalrregar di

ROSCAs groups. This involved observing the dail

gr

oup meetings. For exampl e, the nature of t h

bal anstessk mtwer e not easy to comprehend with tho

t h

e meetings.
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Moreover, the personal me mo r i feesv eann di fe mmootti Toennst ilri
are interesting to analyze, as they reflect a v
i nterest i s precismd yakhouthetalreiar poewns olni fsep eaarkd
(Jackson and PRPuwssalgl t h20p0pocess, some reflecti
they would assume an event -dvapl aion ibmegrsiabe, rMmioarrger ie
their mind, they would reali ze tfhoart etvheenyt sc ot uhladt
qguite far in the past.
Anot her way to analyze |life history is through
the participants, i n ment al sketch mapping, an
to them.

3.3.%isual and spatial met hods: photographs
Mi ke Crang (2010) argues that it is not only u:
when doing qualitative geography. Geographyos
embedded in space, and wviapihorcai s ciomt ext at elVy s
photographs, maps, etc. are both a topic and a
agai n, at the core of the research project dev
came dangerous, and manipulative is not manage
neutral, nor objective, contrary to what can b
are interpreted, they doyftoembtieané, pandi me man
research, it i s essenti al to beware of bi ases &
objectify, generalize and rigidly defined indi
denfiiti on and (mi s)understanding of the Other. H
empower medlefandtiren when they are ma@dagkdomt ai
Russell, 2010)
|l used two types of visual methods: photography
used and the way they were designed to meet
photographs to record, repnedseestamg heweahehRO
the neighborhood, and ultimately as a way to i
choices that made me pay attention to the pr
transformati onduirti nmgi gthhte uRMQSGAgomeet i ngs ( Bi gna
photograph can be done in different ways. Firs
they show something difficult to desucrreisb eprweistehn
in the previous pabayt suelhi @iso u h emagFmilpdgrieg s0 ¢ @ S S
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illustrates the social, historic and political
I n this regard, they exemplify social norms or
Fi gur e di5a nbloadsl ktete t hat gives a hint about these
The other two ways of wusing pictures are refle
the participants and the emoitn @ na Bdirget ainmegelll h 2d&tle
i s more difficuldt to demonstrate in research,
transmit to people even through picturesibyMany
me or by theophavecthipdmalB empl ication.

I n more practical t er ms, I al most al ways went
Sunday, but al so sometimes at teati me. I had ¢ty
compact that was also used, bwayhbi ggers; thad I

occasions and the main meetings. When | brougt
change. Some of them were afraid of it, others
I expl ali nkeidd trhaatt i ntend to picture the ones whi
their consent was essenti al both in being take

I n this regard, people whokaedréeéedsognbai ngnphkat
or refusing the use of their image, or their ct
Most of the pictures done in the scope of my re
|l also did some videos, but they had rather a p
moment s. I f most ofhtherpechasarasmemot i andeasa
soci al phenomenon and do rely on the emotions

on Vvisual met hods. l ndeed, i mageesearnschdmaf ftrh
being the only one. They are used both on their
The photographs are unique in their way to con
decided to use them: agamat eomdO0Oementilamyt mes hod:
by the previously explained methods, but al so \

The technique of mental mapping provides insigl
the interactions -bhemareanhiumammemaind Ihtooni nvol ves
drawn sketches, of the gogoptivecmapdi o§ aheidd
this map. I't can refl-teertmbtoitheliimmed, ag @c iaald dy
inclusion/exclusion processes. Ment al maps ar e
(Gieseki.ngl,nd2®dM3) drawings is a way to express
explain, especially when (cBongsniadhereiVie gertOsiplg c& &t & I (
forming a continuum between space itselflLowhe r
2016 )When drawn inside a community, they can al
i ssues, and pC€uentisal 29460t i ons
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I n this research, the mental sketch maps were ¢
with verbal met hodma,kiinmg twae ergs e ttelraetd masp wo me
doing, as a dynamic 6Kemcbhdt maphdyawetéyg ssedt eg)
two questions: what are the spaces women freque
research question on: are there alternative sp:
t hey?

On the organizational side, they were designed
in order to allow confidence and not feel j ud
participants so that haveasheotemprobathdbei t heWi
we did not manage to spend the necessary ti me
i ssues.

I usually brought different sheetsstaorft ,paoprere x psac
al so had access to different type of pens, pen:
them if they woul d nasgweere tthoatd ot hneayp sd iwda sn otto kan o
them on the fact that there was no correct or i
At the beginning of every session, i f trmeepys di d
realized by a colleague and myself. Those maps
influence their perception of Louga. Then, i f

as: what the most | mpdoor tyaorut fpeled c eh otnoe ,y omh iicsh, cwol
in your mind, how do you go from point A to poi
pl aces they I|iked or used, and then thekrtmeyen
woul d all confess that they Iliked it, and t hat

reserved to kids.
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Concl usi on

This chapter navigates through the feminist anc
the choice of the specific methods and researct
result of the met hodol agy taned rpeasreaadicghm nEescpeescs aa
vi ewa specific reflectfemnnivas proadhtdemadequdefiloe
and positionality were two of thHda meaisn aad dSpoe dthse
point to define the research question.

Met heade used in a complementary way one for ano
of space of the ROSCAs participants. This conc

l'ife, that are deeply | inkeg¢i cBqg drmteerwaiyn thep tel
was negotiated i s essential. Moreover, without
been difficult to have reliable dat a, essenti al

| n ftohueehteahpt er of this magdtodbrads atnllesipecilf iEKr evan te
took place. Gener al information are essential t

in a specific neighborhood of the city of Loug:
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Chapd4i€€Cont ext of IRIODSESCAads e nstLwdiyg a

Il ntroducti on

Thfeouahapter of this thesis focuses on the cont

Se
sc
Th
to
t h
Th
s o
ne
t h
Fi
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by
de
To
an
t h
cCo
i s
t h
t h

Th
To
W 0
st

an

negal from Mareht tbddueard ROt23my I mavst er @as t he
holarship for research offered by the Univer:
e research focuses on the rotating, saving a
nahnlthe bfassa. Those groups are created, embod
e neighborhood. Those groups are common in S
ey are also found is Asi a. I n taHiterinaesive, st
eeicoonomi ¢ exi stence. The goal is to underst
i ghbor pooeéntifaéities and risk, and the reaso
ey do.

r st of al | S ome cont ext rel ated i nformati o
rginality analysis. Afterwards, the work wil
ntfiorbass bFassa

ring mgnthreesearch in Louga, Senegal, I gatt
various scal es, focusing on regions, depar
ecific data at the cihtay |l &md)i mgi dlob@obh@adod,| @w
gender. Tlse dgeée mermdne sd avtoank | ocal AogencesNaebopl
|l a Statistique et.de | a D®mographie du S®n®¢
comprehensively understand the research cont
d space will be conducted, drawing from the |
is part is organizedRashirekiomgmebhdéd0b®) thwacl
Nt ext-sabj eaemtdpwiej ti ci ze the context of the res
understood-pasemarginahabus to the crroes.siAlgl

e elements and entities of the neighborhood
e political dimension, especially regarding t
e second part of this chapter is theDidagbiadi t i
n tainrdel bErshsosse are included in the variety of
men around the worl d, and in our exampl e in
able and paid job, the | ack orfsitbiulsitt y ntt owd rhc

d more broadly the community are the main re:
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created to answédrerbmwtnke eldeng aaardd esrtreanr ti f t hey ar
of inequalities, they represent a unique possib
The two types of tontinebabedsansdt ¢t eotameat oiniehs

The first is an answer to immediate family ne
accomplish personal andg ptreorfre.ssi onal projects
TheEal Mhssa quite new form of ROSCA, and i s de
especially theTadmeshihriesg aprrda cntgi cteheof saving i s ¢

budgets as participants are ohaly bfaessspaondeé dpley f
practice, gathering women every week to save m

t heir i ssues and needs.
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4. IContext note on the city of Louga

I n the scope of this resear Skenelgaspedn drmondle
reliable framework for this thesis and in orde
provide firstly some general i nformation base:t
informausoboerade byl r egh eorne orre gliegppm ritsmeunntder st ood

of it a unit under the nation, region is fol
administrative and gener al datiacudtt diot yf iaardd nt
understand fully the context of the research, &
be designed. This analysis wild/l start from t he

il 1l ustr acthe ftrheemea.esear

4. 1. Gener al considerations

4. 1. %edegal

Senegal is a country situated in Western Africe
Senegal has been seen as one of the few stable
about by the upcomingoredé @vcer ,0nlisSh epfaCnGNEMD tg a2 M4
Russian invasion of Ukraine |l ed to decrease of

rait Bhe Worl d. Bank, 2023)

When |l ooking into gender 'aspetctg,oun @02B46Geneuy
in the GIobal Gender Gap Index. This index is
economic opportunities and political participa:
howeves,score really i(Woreds&dohbmiceFbnumhe20DE¢

The official | anguage of the Senegal ese Republ
number of people speaking it is the Wolof. Stud
i n Arabic. Thveor ex aari e ntaviseorimiayn gnoa @e S ex@mbi alelgdo onald
Senegal is a secular republic, however, religioc
gener al l'ife of the country. The majority of
brotherhoods. A small poistiam, ofesphei @alolpwy!l ani o
(GiffordTh20t6)Yy of Louga reflects the national
Musl!l i ms, however there are catholic school s anc
Senegal 6s territory is divided into two parts o

parts are joined at the east side of Gambia al o

in space, and mostandf westéesnipattheohothéecpobunt
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Dakar . Mor eover, the resources and wealth are a
the poorer regi on(sANaSrDe .t2Hél B$o wstahmeer m eqproges  ar gue
back some points regarding the poverty rates,
2018 (ibid.).

The Senegal ese population was | ast censused d
conclusions can be taken from this recent repo
census, is 18,032,473 inhabi%andrsd 9,nkt3ud8 sy mMd
The average annual growth rate has remained st
(ANSD,. 2DR8)ur ban expansion is quick and broad,
both in terms of popUANSD,o.n2®@N3A) urban expansi or

Graphigue 3 : Répartition de la population du Sénégal par région en 2023

Population/Riégion

[ | 245288 - 200000
| 300001 - 815000
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Source : ANSD. RGPH-5, 2023

Map 1: Repartition of tHANS®nega@R&E83e popul at

The Senegal ese population is characterized by
under 19 years old. Additionally, men are youn
years ol d, while half odf. tChei Iwdorneenn uanrdee ru nldsSe ry e2al
of the overall popul ation and on(lAYNS3D,8 % 002f3 )t he
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4. 1. lokga: region, department, city

The city of Louga is situated in the depart ment
situated-wierstt lparnortfhthe country. The region h
a |ittle |l ess than 5019ki Itohnee tpeorpsu |fartoi noOn8 @aekf5 ctohaes t
inhabitants, with a really young popul ation. As

the regi onAw setatall n8®d 9egi on the urbanizati o

growing by 0,9% per year. I'n 2% icnhagbiotf antos,gan
ur ban center of the region. | ndeed,onmolriev etsh ainn |
city of Louga.

uga i s an agropastor al region, as the main e
wever also activities such as crafts and com

, 6% of households d¢arwydu@atndan hagr inaumbteur dls a&w

r &~ - -

- 5 oS O U1 O O

uga. The region counts a total of 119700 hous
average. Out O®fl tam@e OPWabet weéehedBt a member
gegien agricultural act i(VANSD,t.o02 DsBu3s)thaei nl atshte yfe

changes in climate and the |l ack of rainfall

m O

—
> 9

rming is an activity that stild!l grows and mo:
e ruofalt lae emsgi on. I n the city of Louga too,
their own meat.

The selling of cattle and meat is a common acti.i
economic impact. Craftsmanship is a dynamic s
significant wor kf orce, parmntoiuawglear Igye n@man g owo me
However, despite its promising potential, t he
organizational structure and insufficient sSupf
me ani nmgtf ruil b «ctoi on (tAw tehte .aelc.o,n o2ndyl 9 )

Empl oyment remains an issue in the region of L«
the | ocal powers. The | ack of information about

in hiring consists ofplae gampd bteh evereama luinzantpil ory eaf

are looking for jobs, but women have the highes
an employment contract, and the number tends t
othe city are the owner of small and single bu:
really difficult to have valid data at the city
(Aw et al ., 2019)
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Apart from the population and density dat a, it
gender , especially, once again, at city 1level
department of Louga (ownei ttyheurncdery)t,h & thiaet g rcooaumat tsd
of whi2c6h3 1U2i3ve in the city of Louga.

When | ooking at education, it Iis clear that the
and as a consequence a | ow | evel of compl eted
emphasis is on the dlheomegmt ammoysts wmhifodlh,e amd rewdrn
private school system is meeting a -Db0b% amaddnm
year52354pupils were enrolled in the el ement a&ry
(28 959 &bpAi Mmotr DoOoys). However, the rate of ach
in the department (64,08% against 49, 10% for gi
In 2019, more girls enrolled in middle school,
mi ddl e school students are girls in the depart
l ooking at the percent a@acafalistuhce®eesxsiftuil n gc adnidp |da
schiofodr the same year, at regional scale only 3
of t heAwogts al Fi, n20l1l®Y,) there is no public Uni ve

one beingouins.Saint

When considering health and public sanitation,
to be in the department and the city of Louga.
health infrastructurgdsnott herealulmbeev @lfveda hien | tah &

effects are quite old and sometimes obsol ete (

gender, except for contraceptive and sexual he e

4. 1. WorBen in Sebhagaeld: vgeheece and aut onom)
In 2019 a r-bpesetd vnogenderat national l evel is
Statistique et de | a D®mographie in partnershi|

space | eft byreéhat ¢ dicrkt Sodfri eggeanld® rThe four mai n ¢

foll owing: sexual diseases and early pregnanci
of women. This report is inscribed in a rirtoyader
Law in May 2019, that ensures the full parity |
l aw itself is the result of theShabt ®gak statabp

OLf£quit® et J(GAINgSaD,i. t2@ 1d0e Genr e
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is report brings together essential data but
e questions were asked to the women. l ndeed,
met hodol ogy of data collection is present.

rstly, the report dROguyesartshatl dgarmrlayt epr eag rea rhd

is fact, and even though most of the popul at]i
s one of the | onwaenscty .s chorreeso vieorr, taese nmemrteé g ned
tending school in the region of Louga is qui
ver attended instruction strutyveamnhdMdNSDp g
19) .

en |l ooking at the sexwual and marital activit
7 % f girls are married before 4%, gwhdrseascn
v

n

0
e already had a seafuathénbeysoulrseaddgti ast
tra
re |ikely to contract HIV infection (ANSD, 2«
en | ooking at coptaaickeiptaoinopcnadfl a/mi Itiddell esd u d i

ct sexual di seases. For exampl e, in 2017

®val ence , caometarnd megp ttilvee perceABagvdhoofuswo memt ¢
thods. This study seems t o bpel adnoinfei coani isnoosmesena m
a family-ladddettehomal €n the medical di stri
re considered as under pr®valence contracept.i
owt h.

r wha't concerns the prenatal consul tation, t
pul ation and in 2019 in the district of Loug:
e dedicated infrastrutcherwomdémoweher camal pntaé
cle of prenatal consultations. For what conc
ve birth in 2049 wethnhe f48 Rhodrnd | @ofwt er -htolme bi r
rst hs tii | | high in the region (Aw and al ., 2019
the 2019 reecpooramiocn stihteu astoicdano of the region o
Assi stance. I n other words, al | the spectru
ople, create of pgriedegss-befacipn sv@ititl aomn oinmw miyh ¢ As
is part is mostly dedicated to poor househol

ecific section on gender equality at the regi

Senegal femal e genital mutilations (FGM) a
mmunities. It is difficult to have reliable d
ey happen in clandeseianehcehbwstdshaltndbeedveen

creased happened: 28,2% of women between 15
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24% in 2017. Those numbers are stildl really hi
mi ght be i mposed on really young girls, for mo

seems that the percent ageonofi swagméeén ewH @ ws u fwfi @ rhe

2019) . However, the region of Louga is one of ¢
the results (Aw and al ., 2019). The report sho
i nstoocton the probability of the daughter t o
opportunity to study, the |l ess the girls are |
wonders about womends perspecitgati eom. whlede hree s I
the opinion differs based on whether a woman he
women who have experienced FGM view it as a rel
those who gwawvenit. uAdeirti onally, 56. 5% of wome
support for maintaining this practice, while or

view (ANSD, 2019). This might alsohowstipeeqiuest
were asked, who asked t hem, and in which settir

The report al so considers the domestic violen
di fference between rural and urban popul ation i
women declare that theyeewdaregrdomdshgcthieobke
25% and 28% have suffered them between 15 and
seem to be the |l ess concerned by those issues,
domestieacei on the course of their |ives, and 5,
sexual violences, the percentage is higher for
who are divorced or i n t hheavwe olceeesrs wifc tai nsse paafr as
cases the parthmer auhbhobamd deahoesx abuses. C
ve been cormAiNtStDed 2Dy 99 stranger
e again, domestic or sexual vi ol ence might
hold situation and each womands experience
tauration of a climatki asetdruse ,pahloiset e etshil
ferentiates physical, sexual and emotional
percentages of women who were victims of violer
201Bhe reports argues that -matke nmorpe oicressslewse b fi |

woman is, the more I|ikely she is to be violente

I n the study, three types of deci sions are in
i mportant purchases for the household and visit
by the male partner, especiesls|  of dire awh &ntc ac en c €

taken i n agreement bet ween the two partners, ar
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howeve

d to participate along with the husband
(ANSD, 2019).

er back to the first point regarding conf

participates in her healthcare decisions
S .
her i mportant indicator wused in the 2019

n reasons wused to justify a man resortin
from O to 5: a hicgleon ascer of i mpiecatiexs d

I't seems that there is a correlation bet

process and the impossibility for her t
y, the report mentions the access to gooc
. Il ndeed, economic control is a proxy tl

violent situatioh asdamifghm lbé wvwedeéerstco
ch shows that al most 85% of titheg wdhmdn eamx=
rdecide how to use and spend this money.
houes% oawnd I2and on their own. For coll ecti
wn a | and with other people (ANSD, 2019).

e previously presented data serves as a
e way they are presented and coll ected is
i pants of t hae croensteeaxrtc ho fa rree liantsicvrei bneadr giinn a
the one they |ive, and they embody. As ex
n be a vector of marginal i zatoipdn, ailts oa chaj
trategies of adaptation to |ive it as be:

irst part on general considerations in Se
|l l owing analysis. Indeed, it seems |ike 1

rr as Louga i sraswuradds ua\wainl alkelng ear e thet t

cities.

To bet

Lanci o

.Rssembénangkysihse BCSCAsbor hood | evel

ter understand the chhollexavs sielinebti h@enéesea
ne (2016depbhcandligpwei dsmcah scal e. Thi s
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crofpttihmapect se »é anteditegehdb,o rvhiloeoRdI® S € A hitar pegearr .d s
h space and people of Louga, t phees irt icoonn creepg e
gi,nadd tgefined by Lancione (2016) andheepor
| owi ngc gpmasriadgerrasp hh-b memmmseagmud |l namgent s in the ¢
ghbor hood. Mo sstulgyg,e sH tesde silatmed ey sii sedl e oiughoa

very acoencept of spa

4. 1. Recbntextualization: space as vector o

S section is based on the assembl age vision
en from di fferent chapters of Michele Lancio
chapters under RehenpeevuBustgi egmuponetdhi s
| owing paragraph delves into an examination
their reci probaman nél emenes.wi The nenructur
nt Fycehapes the formation and progress of RC

tines, mobility, economic prospect s, and int

thinking Life at the Margins: TheoA$3embhage

posed by Kavyid2Dd élfamdkr whhhanschlea scsalclist ytéh.e |6nw
se grand plannings, events in the city that
gi ns. She wonders about the possriibid,itagnd hw
omes of their aspiration of the city. Il n t h
villages for example, and the city is an ox
at thesymbol|t iofme matrlyé nal i zati on and peri ph

or med -pegr depet iscen fof people and the idea of I
[ are shaping pedmaeanalkirvisrhgy @ahti st2i@el éMpanrceipr g |
nd many times when speaking with the women

y dfew whbe one thatiawserreurnaolt, bpooronr ,i na nLdo ubgaac k
m to creatdevmboe Kirnkedshi ps and meet busi ni

reas in the villages they could not devel op
had an economic activity inciLotygathew iver &
simistic about it. l ndeed, Louga when compa
y according to them. During an infor mal con

| ai ned ton maes t$itae , wialsl sfoi ni sh high school , ¢

ssmaker and open her own shop. I asked her
ga. She answered to me that she owaenmdteed droe sgs
e in Louga, no one would buy because they wc
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again, the idea of being marginalized from the
the simplest ones. This comes from a distorte
opportunities and teketl éssnpeéerfphehfeaes. tdht sect

somewhere el sdqd Kiagnakri sasadorae®@de¢ 6) this also co

the city as moder n, brand new and accessible t
coastline along the Route de | a Corniche was r
ouudoor gym machines (Figure 3). Those adds <col
feeling of it, the idea that there is always a

Figure 3: Projet dodéam®nagemehitnidset 1rae Qloer nlidclhreb aQwi essnie
| 6Hygi ne Publiqgue, 2022)

The neighborhood in which the ROSCA group was
central. The center of the neighborhood is a s
ones (Figure 5). Thisrahnhceets daspbsbsenttal smap:
of the ROSCA.
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Figure 4: Th min meeting
material, 2023)

There are various reasons is t
point . First of al | | i hd t he
president, the secretary, and tF
ogrilotve around this strec¢ front
boutiqgue of the president : : point
at the beginning of the s_ 2 _b‘,'hat t
in this street is an impo : [ t he
pl aceed] ntbecause of i ts Sen:
really wapofm fbe weat. I n tree
even if small, are a g¢grea gani :
(Figures 6 and 7).

Fiure5: Oeof t he ma

streets of Louga (Autho
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Mor eover-ornthoee t epdr bouti que all ows the gather.i
the outside (Figurat @anglglal eiermooivantetdabmal & e
and used durinBi ghroe-élntaed dtyi, n®@sn t he house in frc

is including in the outside wall. This all owed
right in front of the president hoouns a.heAlnie ntthaols
maps drawn by the participants as central to t1l

Figure 8: The boutique of the ROSCA6s President (Aut

The neighborhood is | ocated 15 minutes wal king
mai n mosque and the catholic church. All those
people to indicate aedismaadtiones, Mbsat cfomehéi gigH
The daily movements of the participants were i
The three main mesdnawar éaatwdbgentgg d hiocisted t axi

The choice is made according to the weather, th
condition of the person. Most of the time the \
a time for themselmoesd.l yTh os & hter inpas kee t ors to a
more oftencalooehe#aakngta bring the goods home. S
that they I iked to walk to the market so that t
acal oohet axi to go somewher e, t he women went to
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brought back by the same means they would | et
mostly used at night, but really few of them we
Those movements are also soci al mar keri$ n( L dw,s

nei ghborhoodiwdnde mad en ocavmerri cher and did not u

own car (Figure 9). Genaletrorapipratrse amo\we marmrtgs ,n
possibilities (Kern, 2021).

Figure 9: Car of the one of the participantos brot he

Everyday decisions i mpact on the surroundings
the research needs -pot drt ualdefren oollarmges t bt
t hose structural, mart ea dtal g ntam ds pfhauarma,n iats pread isf ii

i s pamtesafojteldeliafnicé atnieqgn 2016) .

4. 1. Res2ubjectification: marginality evalua
This section is based on the assemblage vision
of the Iliterature is taken from different chapt

mar gins; especiall youbeéyc kRepsualjseecdtnidfeirc athieomr e

8 6



Il was introduced to the group by one of the pa
know each other, | woul d ometgitnheosps t oahersmg oht e
to introduce me to her group. The fact that she
in touch wspkakhegFpanthcipants of the groups,

woul dottyvyach me some basis and other would tral

During participant ol séravawainarh,smwlsnec uwotmevna toefd tdhe
especially through the irseuaclhi zaast i drni nokii negv etreyad,a y¢

their families, spendiler@adi ngpe t wi tah di idier eki dasyr
intri patedheansmon of their routines, intentions,
deeper and meaningful connections was altbwed L

traditiomtaoadlrd nkrn en@gt e a reason and a great pr

(Figure 10). Mor ecmaverysa dhet wagutiend whelcghs t o m:
someti mes go around the street to meet all the
prepared. |1t helped me to meet them all, and t ¢
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Figure 10: The Ataya making (Authordéds material, 20

Anot
t he
and
a |
Wi t h
firs
of fi
stud
and

i nt e

As e
t he
rega
Subj
The
t han
used
surr
behi

her objects that became subject in this res
camera, mostly for research purposes, womel
send them throughpWhat sApp bBowabahappeyt ood

nk with them, and | woul d have their cont acf
some women from the neighborhood it was m
t one being the | anguage, as | do not speal
ci al | anguage in SemegaWwhandi iy nmbt havet an
ied in Arabic school did not speak French.
we engaged into interviews and map dr awi ng

reatiedgiwish me. With the | atter category I

xpl ained by Lancione (2016), to follow a p
i mpiahcutmaonf aadd bpects present in the surround
rd, the householed, ttskeé f ¢ ommenihtoyne tamea &h d s
ects of analysis.

houses welreomosTheg majeori ty of them were e

5 people. They were constituted as foll ow
for common acti vitioeust stunceh laasu naddaoyk i reg,c .e &
ounded the courtyard, and they were bathroa
nd one of the rooms, in a quite smal/l and |
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Thi s -fraunitlii al househol ds have a direct i mpact o]
for more people and have I|little privacy. When

they explained that int wahsey fworultdh esnp e ntdh ea |oonn ey
ROSCAs allow them to share with other women ab

househol d.

Many architectural projects, in the homes, bout
or sqiolingonThis recalls to the concept of mean
and al ., 2-8knmhg mbd#detieo stpiacres hafve I mpacts on p

they shape them (Figure 11). A quick example ca
t he ROSCA. This boutigue is an important meet i
neibgm hood. However, this boutique was installei
move it more to the center of the city. Nonet h
now the main grocery sSaurtche fner ghmbooeaooad pMroa ek

the boutique and its smal/l sofa make it more wi
speak with the owner. A climate of trust reign
| i fed, mamey i ssues happen in this small and dar Kk

FigurTehellongoi ng works of the neighborhood (Author és
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The value given to those spaces is highly deper
the place itself. l ndeed, value i s associated

This israpélorm aszaaenononed by Lancione (2016) .
4. 1. Repdliticization: value in the margins

I f the ROSCAs are born out of the sharing of |
value found in the recycling, the <circular anc
participants.

First of all, to r-eamka {B6léxamplehefqgCabktafahe
it is Iimportant to note that, in Senegal but al
mar ket are secondeor therd bhaed-mambifgtiuvubbi eh
plastics, or upcycle broken objects into other

1

o

. - X ¥ v ( 3 N
R v P
R W) _ & o 3] 4-‘! s

Figure 12 and -q3al Ekiamptiesnodéfreld pneumatics (Aut h
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For exampl e, one of the participants of the RO
(Figure 14 and 15). Those clothes are usually i
away, and are sold t oe crmeiagphlparitcesd.f olrn tthhei Kirde
rubbi sh, aomnudubbpsehbhjafttgm the northern countries

and subjects is highly dependent on the cont ext

Figure 14:halnhde ssheocponfdor ki ddés clothing (Author 6s mat

Secondly, the ROSCAs group themselves are a pol
that are not® awiar ieccfioZsadtlinetiarri ty economy by thei
status quo. Il ndeed, the i mage of women togethe

money they earned -gusalai fsitcraotnigo ns yonrib otlh eo rpp unbeloiud s

of the failure of the bank system to inclgude m:
in it, this is a common practice that they al wa
and soci al aspects are political: it allows th

fully tédeomomioc(@BuiRsti ean dd 606 etao mdteihfiard & xheempl e,
with 500FCFA each week nothing can be done, whe
some projects caenvableuarteiaolni zoefd .t hTehivsalruee of mone
functioning of wihlel vbaer ifowrst ReOGSCdAest ai |l ed i n the
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The variety of topics of discussion during the

of those groups. I ndeed, a strong sorority and
it is not their pfimdinpwgnsei malwaretigesalinByhe ¢
husbands, brother s, uncles and sons, t hey est a
cover for each other. They build onuppeitri esdhaa
hel pful community.
Mor eover, in the current electionbds context, th
First of all, the current mayor of Louga, part
di verse ROSCAdali nb oRiara.e xTehrep | e, received a su
creation. When | firdal asfikesla¢ oi ddva ipr ewasieno ¢
she answered me it was the Mayordés one, ibemaus
hel ped them starting the process, and she answe
Non, mai s apr s. Nous avons commenc® avec n
comme il audoes® Hoxs avons d®but® avec nos
de | 6argent poBresodlsans dats@mhei ne
I n this regard, it is easy to understand that
group they created themselves and was hel ped wi
conversation with a Senegalese man, supportive
to me his vision on someerge odigprsg e rlonudse elde c af uosre
instrumentalize politically, especially throug
were a scene for lively political conversation
to thwxt . cohhey had discourses on advocating for
subventions, but al so discussions on their di
considered as women. Those typetbt menvefstaheoh
the women too had opinions regarding and met t
really disappointed in the potentiality of the
i mpact hiatvecowml d heir | ives, especially as women
I n a word, t he ROSCAs have many political acece
Through an assemblage | ecture of those groups,
foll owing paragraph offehanassmhofunexploamnatygi @am
groups.
'No, he gave the money to us |l ater on. We started wi
gave us a subvention, as he did for the other group:
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4. ROSCATo:nt ami@asl Bassadk

4. 2. What are the ROSCAs

The rotating, saving and credit associatallhesdar
Gl obal South. They are part of a vast and varie
around tKédawomrlhdl. AThe f2a02tl1)t hat they are based
exchange give them a great flexibility and ada]

needs of theu®ommuni2zDP o)

They are used for four main purposes in Senega
pai d, saf e, and formalized job, or a regi-stere
empl oymentodfihne acnano/wats s s h&ul®r bosi 2698 6) . Mor eove
ROSCA | was inserted in, did study but they alr
Il ndeed, the options were -nevmrandtdrdshongmeab.!
based on their i mmedi ate needs.

Joai fait un dipl®*me de comptabl e. [ ] Jobai

méont dit non parce que toi tu as ®tudi ®. J

plus doéheui¥(eWNodne nm®Praadélal pamiwB@nliinndg he

Secondl vy, ROSCAs are born out of the |l ack of t

l inked to the opening of a bank account. I ndeec
of their clients, addgthdetdrust in this system
Non, non, non, |l 6argent [que | don r®colte |
fois dans |l es bangues tu mets de | 6argent e

-a ne nous3(iPrte®riedsesnet p@afsEHmh & i ne

They used it once, when they received a financi
practices. They decided not to split the money
of them, rather they pguwt biuty drmea nlkearelk saa oo umatt ei
2 am an accountant. [ é] I saw that they were | ookin
|l studied, but | told them that my family did not h:
5No, no, the money [we gather on Sunday] is not trus
in the bank they take interests. The money can reduq
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Nous avons d®but® avec nos propres moyens,

nous soutenir. [é] On voulait | e diviser ent
exemploeD 05 0@06sfrancs par peresse@epas-alOnel ¢
guel qudun pour | e mettre dans sur un compt e
comme des chai ses, des nat t(ePsr eesti ddeanst b#afa stah e

anddond)ine

After | asked her why they put the financing o
reduce, she said that since it was not their e:
Parce qudi l nous | 6a donn®, ce ne|[ dbentr e@xatse
de | 6argent vient de chaque f emme, de nos p
chose, par -l éxempglee veealldl edu pain pour | e pet

aussi elle participe. ®eosomPs®ss$ dEaad nbfsisead

andon)ine

Thirdly, ROSCAs serve tHamiégd neaedsansweh @lse f

expenditures, and house management .

¢ta aide beaucoup |l es femmes, [é] pour pr®par
beaué(ORrmpesi dieant b@afsEHmh$ i ne

The husbands and sons are not necessarily expec
ar e. Usually, the wives ask for money to their

providing for the whole family.

Si je sors |l a d®pense que je mets dans | a m
d®j euner. Apr s, |l e 10 du mois je nbéai plus
S i l e ravitalddd eemendn 6d ,WaWdfefLDOi | e. Chaqu
vais dans une boutique pour |l e ravitaill emei
“We started with our own earnings, afterwards the Ma
divide it between us, but we reali zed0Q®ORCFA se axeh ,wea
is not interestiong ofmeronwes .s oWet htartu sttheedy iwoutl d put it
goods that are wuseful for the organization such as
5l't is because he gave it to us, this money does not

each woman6s savings. |In the neighborhood, everyone
and sells it. Theilto ptaiteeise chrmader yaolusdrparg are your
*They [the ROSCAs] really help the women, to get the
hel pf ul
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enfanta pommade, dentifrice et desd( Brmaplomyse ¢ ¢
woman parti ROB®ASNg in the

Cdbest moi gui dois mboccuper des d®penses d
pas. 1 néy a que mon salaire pour toute | ¢
persdnBEmpl. oyed woman BR@ASAAs<i pating in the
Quandf mba il a eu des enfants il nbavait pa:
et donc jeilufaat ditder | a(Womhe etartesi paf
ROSQAs

The fourth and maybe most restrictive used of t

debts can be found in different for ms, as debt
communi ty, but al so as soen adreobéxpatiedstolp
community development, and in this regard help
eveinitts can be a wedding, a religious feast, mon
al so =sipamdle wi | | of one member, etc. Those soi
i mmedi ate liquidity. I n fact, the saving met hot

rather to put their earnitnlges tiar qqets adfe Pd aicael, @
they stildl participate in those expenditures,
management of the budget, and especially possi

spenti daln cwlfhgyt aomrs | €6§a®viuhne2@bbp

Je suis venue i ci parce qua-bhdsj 6mesvel bas sa
enfants co6®t ai't dur , cCO®t ai t dur pour ma ma
pour travailler. JO6®tais jeMaemama®t des fou
fatigu®e et elle nbéa pas dbébargent alors je
l ui envoie quelQbe paoce gouenmmoid j e mange cl
et le reste ¥OWmsmamowho mommifgriasst.ted to Louga
Once | paid for my house, my own needs and the ones
money anymor e. I cannot |l et the moA6® andthedbBpykeal
it is difficulmontmt It haem egnodi nogf teov etrhyi s shop to do th
soaps, the toothpaste, the creams and the clothes.
8] am the one in charge of the spendings for the hou
is the only one for my 12 to 13 people househol d.
When my son had his first kids, he did not have a |j
newborns, and so |I told him: you must help her, wit
1 came here when | saw my sistersd situation in my
parents to go to work in Dakar. |l was really young,
sick, so when | ceal Iltehde hreornely wo welad nseednd Thhe rest of
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The family needs and social obligations are may
of t he ROSCASs. |l ndeed, as explained before, t h
ri sks, and when one it iatréaltyddihfitdowlstt dy ne

The first motive exposed here to | uismpdgsithiel iet
reach a working position with both a contract

Senegal, as explainedeirn Hboeefviersti pars af sbhis
regard, ROSCA appear as a product of gender i ne
through the creation of an alternativae.tiBut, tamn
they do not eradicate the first issue, being t
ROSCAs add a form of social obligation, as they
source of i ncomeui thiuty tbheye pevernyendwgand t he

economi st would say that these women have a st

accurate assessment would be that they have im
p554) .

|l ndeed, ROSCAs are an essenti al t ool in the bu
l ndeed, they allow the women witkerhow!|l andi ngsast
| oh@r ms projects. But thée dhsbyarequntemest bn
community. The ROSCAs are inscribetdernm rodijhedtes

|l eads us to understand the different types of
I ndéedhose to study two types of ROSCAs based

4. 2. Pontines

Thteontairreesa f or m-bafs eddo mmumittiyng credit. They are
around the world of alternative financi al prac
di fferent forms, with diffrerdntwidadalps . estkasedrhal
and the momdadsedg moaeaey

4. 2. Ri. dmbal
First of al | ,-b asheed dtad ntyi nper old udtiesmimizsechlad §{ ost abype
nei ghborhood and the presibkemt pwmadg iaiypyaunqgwdn:

ROSCAs. lts daily basis implicated that only ne

Thirteen women partic,i paast ead tienstt.hi s form of t o1
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Nous on a Treize personnes seul ement. Cdest
i NAH lour | i nstant cbest que pour | es amie:«

ge it ambradani zer)

| t is a form of tontine in the way it works, bu
bring. Once yohu armbpdst ¢ehef doont hee, you must b

somet hing.

The basic functioning was the foll owiinsguc hwoarse n
money, but mostly food, idetargahue2sfadd§0ap ECFrAd @
The items brought should be the same for two d
basket S5 Fi Ggheel atter is given after two days t
randomly picked. EveryYyievwvesimilhgs Dheaphaeasiddeonk ¢
by whofmoranwlhom. This way, when someone el se is |
of goods she gave to the others. AIIl women regi
For example, i f on Monday night the name of Par
and Tuesdaybs participations. On the notebook,
the name of all parbiciuglanédgmdaghltr ¢ h2) goods t he)
Name of the receiver of t|Date

Name of partiltem of day | t em o(fs adnaey aj

Name of partiltem of day ltem of day |
Name of partijltem of day ltem of day !
Table 2: Explicative table of Diambal functioning
"We are only thirteen for now. |t is thEofinsesw it e
only for friends, but after the Tabaski we want to t
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FigwrealDbawkat (Authordés material, 2023)
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Fi gurae dl 1a Di ambal notebook (Authorés material, 202:

I f Bwmdsa the first one to be picked, t hen she wi
based on what sipe ckedeiwoanh.n Thse tlhaeesnt abl e to ¢
composed by giving what she @&whetshéocheiceeveoe

because they want to receive money, while other

“?Names have been crheasnmeaot ajpalr thiaaligpeann tt so
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and the family. I n this group, only thirteen w

relatives. This means that they trust each ot he
of the evenings | gneento Wwiitclkk tahemmet ey magshed b
names. As | picked a small paper, the woman sai
t he mont h, her homonym decided she woupdckake |
the first woman would take the bucket. As they
Thei amblallows a quick answer to i mmediate family

the plannitgron bhe rFranger tthei be dalblye otno af idlali |
family and their Kkids.

4. 2.@QlL &@ssi ¢c Tontine

The classic tonti de andbnad ea |fsaomomiosr e hcaonmnmochne i n t h
the literat-uteemapl awsiagland the fulfill ment o
rather than family obligations. The received mc

most of them are vendors and they buy product s

ki dsd needs, or even to buy properties and buil
Mo i une fois dans | darngneRret .j eCdveasits trr®csu puBtrielre
vai s acheter | es marchandi sesO@O,urc nas thopmdd
mai s cbdbest quelgque chose d® " pour acheter

budget & part pour moi, mactivité et mes enfants, mais pas pour la famill@Voman
participatingin the ROSCA¥

The group of women decide on the recurrence of
group to another but is fixed and decided befor
everybody el sebs partolcli pwitn@nmomicle angytelaer a@ame

Apr s avoir cueilli de | o6argeé{tWoomanl @adonme
in the)ROSCAs

¥Once a year | will take the money. |t is really use
I need for my shop Thi s OyOeOaFrC FtAh e ia@amad wn tn oaf trhd nse ynuve:
shop it was stieltl irselomdgntf orThmysedddg my professiona
not for the rest of the family.

“After we gathered the money, we give it to one per ¢
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The woman who gets the money stil!l has to come

reason, some wo metho prr edeetrt doteihmeved othet he year,
of Aburning all the moneyodo and not be able to j
There were different groups in the city, and s
sameonfonemore than 20 years. The one | assiste
figure of the tontine is the president, that c

have the resources t o pasrotmec ippraetsel dienntasl lalofow hw
in different groups, whereas some preferthtad ha
they would not disappear with the money and wil
They woul d meet!'bniontthhel ymo retivhe,u ya ldsfo t manlt lheece nei gh
there are different groups oftoowunmtieesdbticeey oh
2000 5t0OMWODPFCFA whichO0OBUmMore than 5

These different forms of tontine, even inside o
the variety of alternative financial ©practices
l ong and short t ermsi corual ,alosro fpaemisloinaall., Tphreo f ®¢
however, are not necessarily targeted by the t

Lal bEassa
4.2.Bal Bassal/#k
Thlea| bflsistaer al |y Dispre aqluitthe mmeaw éand Lali flides at

a saving practice aimed at hel ping women with

during the whol eTaybeqasriai Mwad Itii m gc € loa b rtahtei on, US U e

June, or one mont h a(fBtre rs etbhaer reen da nodf TkhubcezgyRmasukpid,s in.
Sunday of the year, -Jfurnrem t he first of July to
The one | folllawebdlasvasahehaebghporhood. The wom
mostly the same as in the tonlailnefhsmuat itnh erhee a

This can be explained by three main rlmds das:s at |
the fixed amount of the tontine can frighten s

to organize and riskier.

Every Sunday the participants would gather in
there. I n this ROSCA, some men do participate,
with the women. When I avkéeéd thott ke ayr ¢ ©ird ¢ te
would | eave i mmediately because there were too
t he women. I asked i f she knewi why cibe swva s olmimle e -
There are to Lnadiiiamﬁ'sablhesPliesitdheen'ltheanpdretshiedertioit

count s, keep tracks and keep the money. She i s
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spokesperson, and organizer

informapubninandhbasfs haari d swa tt ere

of the meetings. f

for everyone.

Je suis | bhagsactbede Lal personne quibawlaanno
Le di manche cbestchmaois egsu i Rwaeirasugp gdreetl drh @®l.es ¢
marche, ou je fais par t® ®phone. Nous avon:
monde. Pour | es gens qui ndont pla(sThde Greil atp
oL abadsps a
Al of the participants bring the amount of mo
whol e year. AlIl amounts are accepted, aanansifstyo
ofany issues as every woman i s r espontsdrbtliehlgeoyr
trust their money to the president so that they
it is in a safe place.
Records of the money brought by each participa
writes everything. Each woman has her own page,
t he amount brought. | f ftord ocerse nmrt morme , weda k sc aan
the record will 8ahnda eTadbalbes ean)t.6 (Figure 1
Name of the participant
Date first Sunday Amount of money gi \
Date second Sunday |[Absent
Date €& Sunday Amount of money gi \
Day | ast Sunday Absent
Tabl e 3: Explail cafmaifwen cttaibol nei nogf L
5] anGrtiboktada s announce L hbea sideavamotfhe one taking up t
and the tea every ISugdawal Kongablt theapeophem on my
group, this way | can speak to everyone. For the pe
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Fi guwaed? Thlk bMasnioa ebook (Aut)hor ds material, 2023
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The group | foll owed counted up to 103 peopl e.
remains the whloladgdane of t he

This practice also offers | oans: a woman who ne
to her. I n this gr ouwp,0 FICFaAns Tweu Ilmb nreyt rexee e/ce d!
back in the foll owingestwor ano@t hisf whe hpar tsimai p a
in the required timeline, the interests wil./ b €
subtracted from the savings.

The | ast Ladaybfaosfs @ htehe | ast orTabwok Samdalyiss be¢ o:
president organizes a party with all the partd.i
with the president for the organization, we wen
we went tco abhuwy tfoabtrhie couturier to plan all the
ceremony at al/l intents and purposes. The mone
envel ope, to keep privacy. After this, all the

of savings.

Thlea | Mhssa practice made to fulfill social obl.i
t o Ttahbeafsekaist, t o buy clothes, food and prepare t
more opportunities for their personal or profes
duti es. l ndeed, the moneyet sk etdr byt rted att he epr
social duty they would have needed to fil] i n e
share on their lives and find solutions to so0mg
They share more freely about their |ives, their
to leave from Senegal, or the difficulties of |

kids, the best marketlhpéarteaganadswhheavyel egs. T
65 years ol d but they share toget kgearourpasnyaras pees
design, because they know each other diwmdc¢ehl on
means that they hawvet htdye BBawme telae nsamges age; but
the groupadubfialgalthhesa r-eadonemicé oalternative sp
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Concl usi on

This chapter poses the necessary context at nat
in the research. I ndeed, some gener al data ar e
specific data must ibgeatpe etsheen taetdma snp hoerrdee ro ft ot hnea

The apparent gender inequalities raesquexrpeldaian esdp
thi apteh. Mor eover, they are also understood n
one. I ndeed, the data presented incomeerfsatitorms

the habits of t he women.

With the presented figures, I aim at transcrib
resear ch pr ojTehcet pweaosp lien spcrreisbeendt. on t he photogr a
for the photographs to hvosus ed itrhetnh ewesrceo ptea koefn
the research took place in.

I n the final chapter of this masterods thesi s,

definition of the concepts of the previous chaj
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Chaptielrhe ROSCAs in Louga: results ani

Il ntroducti on

I n the |l ast chapter of this thesis, I owi || pr es
alternativesecomameées ekxisdteinee in the city of Lc

the research actiewinhaptgreheabeednbhytzbd phemat

First, I decide to present the opportunities a
soeicoonomi ¢ structures are greatly advantageou
features. As developed bef erde,onRQ@IQAst ,arbeute ctohre
formation of a circular economy in the neighboli
but theyoaira®l aspace of exchange.

Secondl vy, I owi |1 navigate in the conception bas
both aosnsdrmlel agrat ure and t he Tneentar alsksitx ho fmatphs
to a reflection on the previously mentioned col

well as embodied space and emotional geography
Lastl vy, I wi || try to answer to the @uesbmoan:
existence? In this regard, references will be
taken from the interviewscio medear shandewlbdatt ak

are alternative spac-iens,gapst Hefmsabwodebalglhed 1t

somehow unusual spaces of <swaloindanr ictay tl lyenys rpaeradk @ m
nesearily alternative, understood more politice
quo, nor to plan the fal/l of the capreaknse, sy

mostly because of their gendered aspectWomamd t h
that recognize the bias against themAilnepatanii arri
should be used carefully, espétied! IGY o0Whkhé nwRdd itelr
eyes.
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5.1.Trust eaxmhosmci al obligations

To |ive without debt is i mposs(i®derin,o AEIEM,u
wchoonlcee pt of the ROSCA is based on the trust
tem. The women prefer to trust their saving
contract. This is becaaberehatconsrattprsdbaea
religion and culture, in Senegal, to not re
n outsideibfusheabtlooedspees towards the ot he
ir money to the president of the ROSCA beca
Il d create a debt that she would have to rep

ps the tprruosctensdse v €1 bhengéoerxiacmpplaenit s st at es,

La pr®sidente elle est Vvriai ment honn°¥®¥e, - a
(Participant in the ROSCAs).
st, the tontine, for exampl e, is entirely r

er retcedirviag thkekat woman does not come back t

I be |l ost. However, those soci alwiddtylmeomieys ali
avior.

ondDyamibénlet he perfect example of how gi ft e
ticipant 1 when it is her turn, and she wil
s regard, you have a choice biny wihadom® ud avih ¢ d

r diL a8,a séBhaean system was al ways mentioned by w
idarity process. Indeed, the | ow interest r.

women to face the unexpectég baBedeveaent s u:

mmuni ty.

Un jour je suis tomb®e mal ade et je nbdavais
La pr®sidente elle mdéda tout pr °¥Y(@®Raratpircisp ajnt
t he ROSCASs)

%¥The president is really honest, ités been four year
"One day | got sick and | did not have the money to
needed. When | was feeling better | reimbursed my
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Quand tu veux de I dargent | a pr®sidente ell
500 par mois [dbéint ®r °°RPar] e@wamplld, O@dur Cléde st
pr°t® de | dargeéenf e ApiS(sPraeretbimooiirpsaenrt. i n t he F
Il vy a de | a solidarit® entre nous. Si une

tu rembourses, et peéMPamne cnawnadi i n ¢ hestROG

The spcliiadlm,¢d a¢économic splbede st abnugtu dnsohsftilcyu litt i s
to analyze them separately. They are deeply 1in
family | evel, and the political becomes person
social depasi amsl. obhdeed, someti mes people tend
a debt with another. Consequently, communfi ti es

debts and debt claims which serve as guarant ece
2006, p. 555).

I ci au S®n®gal cdbest trop dur tu ne peux pa
|l a famill e :denoma jrharie bekistoin de -a. [é] D s
gui me demande de | 6aider. |[ éj]e Aneanar e faus d | rei
pour eux, je |l esSaifdéeni ajdbhbesdenl bhsgebtid
moi je suis quelqgubébun de sociable. Si |jobai

guel qudun a mesola Vies lawdammen- a, cbdbest Cco0omme

pa*%(.Woman partiROQAsi ng in the

The soci al obligations based on small donati on:
and negative impacts. But mostl vy, what i's inte
practices, as they are i nsaztrhdredtonuhdergstcadnd u

t hem, and strategies to help them manage money

pl ace to take the most out of social customs an
mostlhy aBhsdBaln fact, saving during a whole year
highly influenced by soci al obligations. iThe w
with new clothedandatoctoted ahlbesti eecmeal for
When you want money, the President can give it to
interest ea@mO0 . .mohhdat doorhdmest . For example for the b
I will give it back.

¥There is solidarity between us. | f someone needs mc
needs to know, it is discreet.

®Here, in Senegal, it is really difficult, you cann
that they need it. [ ] As soon as | have money ther
accept it bectasm, | e apne cdiealel yf oirf | have money. I f
work. | am sociable. 1 f |1 need something | know so0me
help them too. Thatés how | live. And it does not bc
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- Comment vous faites pour qu®e |l es femmes <coc
- Cbest parce que cbdbest dans | eur int®r°t et
mar i, |12 WPrr efsdayemt of the ROSCAs)

TheaBasfha!| p women manage their budget for the
Mor eover, as women do not have this cash anymo
of by anyone el sBea.sAsdan ¢ \hDisa rnndbeaglanrodt, necessarily
ri cheevelrop their entrepreneuri al activities; k
|l ife and economélilca it eae Ho iwfe fve mr eamtd s & cecxepp tad tnieadn s

testd be more dedicated to the personal and pro
What emerged when | spoke with the women was ne
not to be able to pay. Il ndeed, the tontine sy
obligation: you owe th$s Woeeythe tbetiobnberampar
participants and amount of money, it is easier
women canb5@0@pFEBA,3 whi O Oits nicree rtitskn i5 al so
oftf he tontine at the beginning, not i nvest it

However, the system is thought in order that bc

the first to take cnaenntusien tthhee into noewn assmaalnl ibnuvseis
the revenues for the rest of the year, making

wi || not have to worry anymore about rei mbursert

Les points n®gatifs cbest que par exempl e

l a maison tu | etgnmetgeeddasbeautonpide. chose,
gue tu donnes. Et apr s tu dois attendre | i
prendre. Cbest -a qui est dur. [ é] Les point

projtedisde beaucoup c&Fd W maammecl p®pangnien th

I n a nutshell, ROSCAs are intertwined in social
has both positive aspects, and great risks. Hov
based on soci al habimpactr af hethotse smaeradt ammad it !l

2.How do you keep women pdaheiycdpattnfjornhegmambeetiahng
in it. I't helps them to get everyone ready [for the
2The negative aspect is that if you must give money
in your home. It |l eads us to make concessions, beca
before the money Iceo nmkisf fhiacckl,t .an[dé]JiButc atnhe positive a
money you can make projects and investments. Saving
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economic perceptions. What 1is certain is that

nei ghborhood, |l eading to a circular economy eX:

5.1.Qircularity of the ROSCA economy

The circular economy opens up various intercon
|l ooki ng at the innovative reorganization of [
(Hil'lenkamp et al ., 2014) .xpglherseed flay elt ®sc ehlavfee b
deeply root eldased ciommumvdgryti ons, mostly regardi
Within this framework, the community serves as
resourzed tud iflul fil!l its needs (All aire, 2006)
whet her on a daily, weekly, or monthly basis, f

at the community and neighbbehood el elvdlfs ctuhat
circularity of economy | eads to a better manage
| ohgegrm needs and projects (White, 2015).

The neighborhood is based on a form of <circul a
I ndeed, most of the boutiquebs openings were poc
Mo i une fois dans | 6ann®e je vais r®cup®rer

vai s acnmaertcehranldeisses pour ma b oOultOi,q ucee. nLbdae ssto I
mais cOest quelqgqgue chose d®j " pour®(aMmamner
participating in the ROSCAs)

Now, mo st product s, such as prapes-ateadkyef bodd, b
(Figures 20 to 23) are in the neighborhood. Wi

necessarily.

20nce a year | will take the money. It is really us:é€
I need for my shop. Thi s 0yOe0aFrC FtAh e iamd uwntnodf trad e ymuv
shop it was stildl relevant .
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Figure 20: The fresh fruit stand of the neighborhooct

Fi gurRr e2plar ati on of the fruit juices to sell i n
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Figure 2Randeclomtdhes shop (Authorés material, 2023)

Figure 23awalyhd otoalk st and from the clothes shop (Auth
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Those welraeceasl so referred to during the ment al S
widely used by the women, and they became essen
sketch map 1 (figure 24) theutbhioggue qauafe olf ottthes n
boutique are clearly | abeled. The circularity

l iving and making the neighborhood.

&
8@ SM%Q‘SM
8\“33 _’_:\'_;fif Fal bassan ‘ \ o
NN 7 N N& L2
{‘A /Pm%b Cf’iii 2 J
(.}’GI(J Jbu% i ﬂ.\/-‘ v \, PTlo‘\\\O‘{\c\iL

Figure 24: Ment al sketch map 1 drawn by a participal

The neighborhood belongs to them, as they are t
remain in the neighborhood during the day, or i
among women. Of courséeh dechrehathasesshebuhot e
one angle of the neighborhood to the other tog
they wish, and play freely because even é@rf itshe
here to |l ook after them. I f one of them gets s|
LabasBsaructure, they take her kids for dinner,

financi al i ssues, and the first one can repay.
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Si asubesoin dbargent on te |l e pr°te. Tu vas

| 6argent ~ la bangque, on pr®f ré(®aetiaipan
t hLeab a 45 a
Moi jobai Regafdaeanmes enfbaanst.s,De sl sf oviosnt® liscid orl

(Participant in the ROSCA)

Mor eovbBirambadeducts, for example, are wusually bo
to a sort of doubl e eFarrssiteags élolrs tthlee pprc&eéuc tw,on
recei dieamnmdeed ket . The money is both injected in

i mmedi ate needs.

The ROSCAs all owed the development of a circul a
and gifting already existed, but the tontine m
another, and when people,fridmrteienjeect Si dneone y m
communi ty. The money they are able to save 't h:

ROSCA activities. This circularity is possible

trust of cour s e, not only based on economic act

5.1.80lidarity and sisterhood

The ROSCA are a network both of economic and so
and the interviews, the aspect of solidarity
participants is highly vamaated.nboh mheroaeads 1\
one remarri ed, others are married. Some ar e Mus
Some of the women of the group are Swnechg alh ctatbeé o
spenrte nohan ten years in Morocco, etc. All thos
and had to face different issues, but they all/l

la tontine coO6est #(@Pdrotricei parftt rien etnlsee MORCAS

%1'f you need money, we will lend it to you Then yol
bank because we prefer for it to serve to our peopl
%] trust everyone here. Look at my children, them c«
house.

%The tontine is the strengh of being together.
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I ci on se connait, dans |l e groupe cbest mes
-a en m°Mei tjeenpsui s |Ima¥danai peupesdat  Lmks ar
(Participant in the ROSCAs)

I n fact, the ROSCA meetings allow women to spen
their personal and famili al lives. I n the cont e
and in those space, sborodernsardga nmadti zex ii ©tn. aMmvoerg
group of marginalized people standing together
about intime aspects that would have not been
this regard, women help one anothgrotomdeeebepi
they face. The experience of each woman, of dif
add to the collectivre lexypeaiiemcz2023F. being femal
Avec |l es fransieandeselLalkgroupe, on parl e, on
di manche on se voit et on discute de notre
du soutien, vraiment. Onbasfshappcenmgsde ceha:
gens gque tu ne connai ssaf(P@oratsi.ciJpantr oiuv et he
Il y a deux: alsparcd esn th(olsdirtdiidesi manmte si..n t he ROS
This solidarity is greatly impacted by the fac
becomes sorority. I ndeed, it allows them to spe

or even about men themepekrvenceBlanmny womeémnslear &

the past, and how they managed to face them. Th
groups on how to manage some personal aspects.
e x pecreiderwomen, that can help them without judgi
Cbest plus facile quand il ndéy a pas dohomm
bi ®¥nhParticipant in the ROSCAs)
Oui il y a debabfmmems sdans Ilnael viennent pas
Cdbest fait pour aides |l es femmes, ce n' est
hommes qui veul ent qu'on | eur garde de | " ar
“We all know each other, the people of the group are
this together. |ILadmmsApha yderygeste anfy tfhrd ends.
Wi th the woabhesiwef gahéder and we speak. We are frienct
we share about our familial and marital |ives. We s
we did not know thanks to the ROSCA. I't is incredibl
®There are two positive facets: money and friends.
't is easier when there as no men, just between wol
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i cdb.est parce que | es femmes ont plus d?e cou
Les femmes se sont des battantes, tu as ¢ omjy
sont meill eures que | es hodmense sc.h oEslel se sq usid ontacn
mai son et elles font tout &'€ePgueikcepamommast
¢cCbhest |l es anc®°tres, ils ont favoris® | 6homr
un homme. Coéet pladdnwimmes tqutiowts.t Al or & i ci
(Participant in the ROSCASs)
On peut parler, cbest un espace pour parler,
se parle entre n®Owns ndbetpraesoblipmaoes.t emk, t ot
activit®s, alors | e dimanche on se repose,
et on®fRpratritci pant in the ROSCAs)

They have a way to support each other that is
this solind&mrsittdoe nisiaddfliear , Warleamfni ng we are toget hi

used to express the idea that they are the sa
everything can be shared. When we spent time to
i ssuesuwd f ace, despite the fact t hat I was a

i on est .enfshemblcean be seen on many photographs

sharing and |l aughing (Figures 25 to 28).

Yes, t herleabaars# ament hiey do not come with us, because
the women, not the men. Sometimes, men want us to k.
I't is as it is because womenr mairnea tneodr.e Hoow rcaagne olu se x ptl|
Women are fighters, do you get it? Those are great \
care of their families, they fill the needs, they d
2The ancestors always favored men over women. We alv
are everything. So, Here, it is to help women.

¥Her ewe can speak, it is a space designed for this,

ourselves, women. [é] We do not have much time, evert
rested, we gather hemrke,s ovwee tstpiemagk ,anwk tpHheary,weavegarhback
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The ROSCAs impacted the neighborhood in many wze
identity and a sense of belonging to thiLsalspac
baska

Il y a des personnes qui Vvivent dan$®aclaqua
mai nt enant ¢oan as ec rc®®( Maxerstt .il d iemant in the ROSC

This sense of Dbelonging is crossing the gener at
Labas/s aThe youngest interviewee was 21 at the mi
When | asked her to introduce herself, she tolc

JOhabite [nom du quartlhieMon oqoar guartjerl o @i
ambiance tranquillit®, surtout | a paix. Je
est toujours tous enlsceimbcloee s to nb epéalrelaeup i odrie pdhie
in the ROSCAs)

I n a wor d, the ROSCA are economic, thhuey adrse s
for wonédre gendered aspects of the ROSCA are an
freely based on Itrhetiri s hraggar cd,ontdh ¢y onnoul d everl

spaces, because the pfesedoe Hér epeewbput dome ngr
i mpact the neighborhood, especially from the sp
ROSCAs.

¥There are people who lived in this neighdlarsBaod, ar
now we know everyone. It creates relationships.

% live in [neighborhood name], my neighborhood is
mo o d . |l enjoy it very much. Everyone is the same, wi
share. Here there are many women.

118



5. Physical space

5. 2. Mental sketch map analysis
I n this part, I decide to inves-makiahge abei pari d
the analysis of ment al sketch maps. The activi

considers fAtheir spacferamdmermarcye sios rTéael Irye cion tl e

with markers, as do maps. Indeed, those markers
even the | abel

It is a handy tool that provide insights on ho\
they interact wi-hihmomotdéal dmenratns amfd thntoei r environ
l evel it is interesting@ tspaskow Thow aeghodpca

i mmedi ate aspects daferan Itogeatdisgn stowti adl -do nlaam @ s

excl usion.

The application of ment al sketch maps was spec
guestions: firstly, the identification of spac:¢

their movement patter mss.keldn ttohidg arwe caanrdd ,| aweere

add their movements between those spaces, and f
map. Which | eads to answer the research questi:
anfdor women? I f yes, what are they?

Both the way to analyze the maps and the way
met hodol ogy offered by Gieseking (2013), and t

are divided into mechanicsqgoésmantdodompenengt ¢ h
the traditional notions of how a map portrays
participantsodo | evel of focus (&nearddi s8gns T0hbeB, s
second category is drawing el ements, that regal
el ements present, their pl ace on the drawing

narratives of place, nwhatr mss odddeodv ttd et lpéd adreaw
the procemaskinfg.plFacmeal | vy, the | ast category is

considering emotions.

Most of the participants shared with me their f
did not know how to dr aw, they were afraid to
there are no such thiagsmematsalf askeinghwmhmap, dr aevi ¢

draw or write, as symbol such as an fixo6o could
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needed, two maps previously drawn by n
ime | imit in drawing the maps, but it
ried from 6 to 14.

wing activity was audio registered. Th
especially while women drew and expl air
maps, t hat weirgeh broarthhoeord ,a arnedp |tihcea t diotny .

and memories verbally rather than on t
motions and their vision of space rat he
them added a form of |l egend, but all (

more because they were afraid that |
ugh. However, eheofaotdetdbandhehewdshe
show their dedication to the activity.

n started by drawing their houses, home
nk of when asked to draw their space. I
29). There @aah bbavatheysweeasahsiai dhe

expressed their fear of failing the exe
the point, they spend the memalti amrpgli a
re 29, for exampl e, t he markers remain

ite down the | abels on the map as she ¢
9 is an example of how the mechanics of

icipants did not used the whole paper,
as she was apf.r aAfdt eat, fsihres ta stkoe dd rnmew ttoh e
to color the map. The house of the ROS
her friend is pink as t hepyl ahcaev epiulsbel eing L
it is where she meets her boyfriend an
e emotions linked to the places she dec
ymity and participantsO protection s om¢
on has been replaced by her function ir
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Figure 29: Ment al sketch map 2 drawn by a participal

The second mar ker women drew was related to wo
details in drawing their work, such as the tab
draw their boutiquawayhktowidtime nwell d i cirgaw atkleei r

women marked the point they worked in (Figure
connected to the first ones. They would repres
Those twoapbynhadua | ogi cal geographic connecti
those markers because we were in the center of

| ook around t hem, and add thereefawcdnmar ker wit

Figure 30 is draws by a boutigue owner, t he me
processed food is represented on the maps of a
nei ghborhood | ife the shop is.

I n Figure 30, the boutique owner added, -<wompce s

on her bouti gueandncohreet opShé gihhnsi sted on addin
soap, sugar, and cea&rys.ar®he norhckaer ébdb utth egmm ea s tthhre

bottles on the top, etc.
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Figure 30: Ment al sketch map 3 drawn by a participal

From here, the order differs Ualamsared i mgp poo na

President 6s house as a third point. Ot hers st al
represented on every map by the mar ket .ibFoitnhal |
family aimd sftrpipemdas of the drawing. Those three

The three markers that are at the labmtsmmeadfi ntghe

point and Presidentds house.

The Tonl admesfeared i ng point coincides with the hoi
single map, and is often central. The president
drewoadmath all women sitting on it, symbolized
specific labels that designed the actlLadasfsaat h
et pour adi $bhetyerd®®@ not only meet for thbapgepos

and spend time together.
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Figure 31: Ment al sketch map 4 drawn by a participal

Considering shopping habits, the market of the
al so add other boutique they go to (Figure 32).
most women stop toodntaw. | Thegy jfosti opantthbepmar
women drew the road to the mar ket (Figure 32)

other points of her map, as iif she would i magi:H
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Figure 32: Ment al sketch map 5 drawn by a participal

The relatives present on the maps are mostly th
maybe their nenieghebokri dwh etnh atthenyoved i n with the
their school fri encdhezetnta . cUSupindel d/r d va btel e dh cawss dis
in Figure 30 wmaidsa8n, d& adweal i esdorna sd 6f. mdhep those p
out of the neighborhood the movement is not ad
session. Some added symbol s, such as heart s, o]

for those people (Figure 30).

Some women addepr dmdrrsasdiee 0l $UCKHI parn @ a24) | edsons
Many women ahsmaadiiedtomoers the i mpacted their
such as trees (Figure 24, 32 and 33). The Figu
school, and as she knteewd tcdhmtl dbdliivreg imerl tmdp/ ,i It
to use colors, to remain fAimore professional 0, a
from Louga is represented really close tlwayher
seem further away. There is a clear distinctior

She also drew the <car of her brot her t hat arri

ar everyday as she is being brought to schoo
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movement represent walking, especitadxliFifour e hd]
fimacchi &i gure 33) when they used it on a reg!l

represented.

{ Rz, |
14 Présidente
e \ NP | du Lal Bassan

| SCuroln

— z {a cc (\\v\-\ -

Figure 33: Ment al sketch map 6 drawn by a participal

Finally, at the end of the drawing I asked the
Some did not wish to as in Figure 33. I n figur e
as it i s her favoritk anmodnemd ,on nhewvhiacvin.s h@n cfaing
herself in different points of her |ive, at wor
et c. Both Figures 24 and 29 depicts wonhevre somtm
home. One character is next to her home, whi | e
taking a nap. She explains that it i s because

after work. The gda&rtgiudrep@riteotet hei maphbe#d bout i

she spends most of her ti me.

I't appears clear that, in their vision of space
for the participants. The main places they ide
their friends amaderselaatei vdeirThe meai woplk and th

on all maps, al most always drew as firsts. Thos
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ked about their space and places. Moreover, t
ey live close to one another l ead to the fo
tivities allowed themspecidalviey owhedar ec mres igde
tivities. We see clearly the double impact o
etch maps, and the rellhumaomsén i rbeert iveretns .h ulnma |
der sttahnods ehowo men bui lt the neighborhood throu
d requirements. It is a great toomdonommise eetiow
n recreate a new at mos mladri  elo vwge wwaum,sl.i f ei ©f al
undershand whdérstandingtofe meanneaigghtbheyhaad
eir emotions when moving in those spaces.
5.2Mant al sketch maps discussi on

5.2.8pdce aonfd phacROSCAS

€ meaning given to a space also serve to defi
which other people gave a meaning. However,
rm vary according td Kawgpremyniltbi7e2gi anwhandi i d
derstanding: what is the community space, an.
ch person, because it is made of a personal r
mmu n a | a npdl sa c(eL oswt, 2016) . I n this regard, ment a
derstand the border between personal and com
ps, it appears clearly thamet her pevemnrado mplae
e other differences mhphdmagbt hbe apbetetdhbietw
om the neighborhood. Those are mostly child
cessarily grew in the same city or part of ¢t
e commonalities between the maps are a vector
is is both the cause and the consequence of |
016) . Each space hasnargsn®wnl bathiersegahdt
ighborhood can be understood aasppmarpgiimaliiome

ace by women in this specific space is also t

en | ooking at the neighborhood, two main conf
e same ones expl ai nceod oinni atlh ea nfdi ras tg ecnhdaeprteedr :c o
anoleard coS8ehegal, and the city of Louga su
di fication of their territory and peopl e. St

rginality. Hoavleovreiral i mernihed polsaciaés ploefitt ilclsama
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that all owed the-basedtisoppoftcommuniatyves. | f

identities, new ways to express them were founi
still in place in tdfe tchitsy prfo cleosusg,a saurceh aa sr etsh
economic groups of women. The-cmeahiong gfvement
independences. Peoplebs very identity is based

—

he sharing of a common past and the perfor ma

exampl e. Regarding the | ink between | anguage a
speak Wolof. All the womes wpokédraw (kBasmebtal
they all were at | east bilingual, i f not trilin
naming, many of the words were used thlkeowhiyqgtée
anmarahr® French words, that translate | iterall
French transl at i onDiaannbrawHarhes bihespsta e xna nWoll eo.f : Fi nal
aspect is that all women, independently from tfFl
same words to describe the places they shared.
whi ch tdiemi lusredexpressions, and ways to transmi
Gendered conflict around space can be found in
access to space, feeling of safety, but al so s
This analysis usuall pliegandeprttunatdi spaneti bunot

(Smyt h, RfOtlésr) acknowl edging that space is gende
the question is: whMi thalse.ltlAs 2nile@3i)ti otn® dt tbe f ©irtey

see women in public space, for the sole sake o
with friends, women in public spaces were al wa
hi ghlrwydeaeretpeon culture and customs, but the stud

another type of publidhepacadni |Ithileemostasu ped s

the main street, rat hewonenn aweguei ebtoetrh osnaef.e rl ma ntdh
outside. Moreover, as all activities were their
form of excuse in casappeegedatiThoer ef i pulal icd €
ngihbor hood, even though it is not necessarily
Finally, if space is made for hegemonic purpos
form, is more difficult to control, even though
i s not granted and iosntleignyltyh, f IR@ildb heasodhtemntt k
interesting to |l ook at the memory of place. I n
rarely considered as meaningful. The exercise
collectivece, samaeh wél Ispas the memory of space ¢
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specific space. As the participants of the res

is essential to understand their vision of spac

5.2.RO8CAganbaodied space

As individuals and communmakiersgte nigsa gees 9§ enn tpir alc ets
the concept of embodied space. This is even mor
and mar gi ndalhiezed abbedide§.f erent means in which s
and dancing, or more generally mobility and moV
concern the individual, the ¢ omnkunmbiotdy,e fdorsdp stelee
on he i ndihwiskuwalli o antdbeody, ailts movement, dmd it :
this hegbopdy ts a product and a [rLodwyc &r0 1dbf) S |

The ROSCAs are-makfogm af pl a@oenmmunity created

mmedi abecmresedst hey did not find satisfactory o
on all maps, the ROSCA space is an essenti al [
I ndededy fommaka nml pceactice that is emAodaéd bBpat

(72}

designed and embedded in an exclusionary cot

e body ikseather smait ehi@amoti ons are felt, politi

undMaorgeosneehe body is thastwel | tastgoemeu gnmt @his
e i s pehoetehievresd blyhe body i s cohtpempdbreamaeu slt \a
siur r ouanndd ngts t he <cor g Coefor da.s | WH2e) ORIy i ng fa
eaking and attLtbowg 20l hwelpiwvol® 43ddci al class and

—

eryday |I(iBfoeurmri eautGe2st®dse dr e Isaptaicsea citsal | y and ¢

(@)

nstructedl.edditso daoreys dciortect concl usion on the

al way,s gmed dtelreedage nc yf eonfi nd nfee miondiyn eé no rs praccre
rceived as a women hdisf fcarl @ utr ad pp rmeph @ cdid avio nasn
16, . TBOO6AYh t hehier phaodiiecs ,paemmizsodyn o peec e, sa@md cd
ey do it diversdhg gbhah héereheygy weteamenmpl e
c

N T o O»
o O O w o < T T o uw =T

—

ess to space, nor for women to fight for a

ing woman in the publ i c dsop aoccec uopfy Lpouubglai.c |sfp anc

o @
® @d O

nei ghborhood it i sl nodneee do f atsh & nmarmions ta sopfeethhsed rneewn
themsel ves out sirdet,herm tthaen Ragbdmaeshp(agcidga rleisnk e
pl aces women decided to draw on the maps as si

all owed the further devel opment of economic act
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Space is embodied by womenés physi cal presenc
movements. Their choices tod gval ko mgwheand,eron hav
sake of 2dits (Fiway et o emboldyd egd,c et darmadw nc d haye e o Iot o

public space -maskiang,orams pec ipalalcyd f orhimarmge gad d z €
paths of mobility must be undwersyfdoanyins andwelhloi
mobi difeayct or of agency tmeyeadlpd@edbar e o8 tSipiaale pr
embodied in the movempattedctbwmss feelamd asnd
across whidhowhe@&)2heo veesmmonal i ties of trajectori
wel | as the common c¢hoiiwelskifnogr, tthaek ditey plen oair tamq |
common appreciation, emoti on, and memory of s
several times that women shared with me the sa
way to do a short path. Tdkhb6seecal cemmbmecpatept

on the shared condition of the gendered body.

The presenceaaoatl thenhadgmaae mi ght darinwgapapacd
odemonstratiohs, ther nexgmploe hood, a significan
p r o dsupcaecseh r adwagntcainmdg p e rThoirsmiingg a practice t haat i s
space producelrasaedl ant iewmotty,onas dancing is not
rather a political symbol of freedom and resi s
(Cox, .DAaMtd)ng as a vector ahdsphktcewseappaoplt iyat
body in public space, through the tools to cre
statu¢$ Cogxpo20Ddncipng 5)n the public space beco
surrounding peopl e (aOwodk ,s p2adcleds) and of oneself

Dancing is an activity that was often peATf or me
member of the group was evenlalntbfEDssuacienig t ®e mee
customary practice, fostering social cohesion &
were typically held during holidays or to mark
TabasKihey featured music and comAkpaat f©Oemromi hge

danci msggme women prepared performances. Eomi bne
sungl asses and a cap, and imitated mends beha
position. Those practices are highly political

among WO men.

These gatherings, orchestrated by ROSCA |leader :

|l ed reclaiming of public space. Erecting tents
their safe space, r.eiTnhfroorucg hn gr hbyotnhdnsi co f mosvod medmatr ,i
tensions but al so reshaped their spatial envir
knowl edge creation and spati al reconfiguration
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motion in shapiThg ocugdi phogdwnwmamicanpgdati on of t he
engaged-maki pbacéehey embodi ed -appcepahndtcpbpaabéd,j

Those practices rebasateocoasfelmbébonsnbabbhndhpones egs

the result of the practices is the disruption ¢

goals of the RGICApaxeswomen
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5. Al ternative space?

In the very |l ast part of this thesis, [ owi || e
ROSCAs exampl e, and at the same time remains |
alternative space araltenkeg, ttohda hegoldietfiimalt i ©

awareness of people engaging in such spaces. I T
alternative spaces is highly variable accdor di ni
domi nant narratives in this context. Mor eover,
economic, social, cultwural, etc. and a singl e ¢
5.3.0he facto: creation of opportunities
First of al | i n economi c ter ms, t he ROSCAs ;
i mpossibility for women to open regul ar bank

administrative complexity, andSebentdlag k wlietl a

women who do noitstmddosdsss,arandy choanvdeuct activities

t han a bank account. I n fact, as most women ha
gener alclty liingudiidiety, objects, or words of trust
In this regard, ROSCAs are alternative spaces,
alternative space6r alWa2dledeROSE€EAsSsby nGigesen al ar e
commubasegd financi al institutions (Figure 1) . °
spaces: they do present an alternative to an o]

excl ud®@As Rentered in a breach |l eft out by the
who <cannot enter the regul ar f i nandcdiiali omad k ecta.
institutions defined bwyskultlheery amdd aln. a(d2aG 1 G )o.n &

enterprise, in this case for people who cannot,
Moreover, the functioning of the tontines ecran
|l oans (Figure 1). I n t hRGrsa hcaans e(, 2 Oalclc)o radni dn gF utlol ebr
tontinemmaraket nont i vi ttiecean-athlveey thue comaetalti es, be
exists in the capitalist market.

I n t his regard, al | f or ms of ROSCAs ar e al ter
necessarily in the same way, but al | are alterr
Secondl vy, the ROSCAs can al so be considered as
They are not necessarily separatist safe space
participants, allowimg fitheen y.0 Blpiesa kf eaeldi sd ao fe
in the space. I ndeed, ROSCAsm@mpracswimkeertwo mér swei, t
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, that temagageéocoperi savVety, intellectually,
h people who suffer the same discrimination
e. During the ROSCA meetings,s ard fierarg erfer ail
me , and of physi cal danger. l ndeed, the sol
onger as they are together. They are free t
utions are found together. Mor eover, t hose

el opment of the ROSCAs, that all owed them t ¢
h the economic and soci al aspects of this
ghborhood. I ndeed, women are the masters of

tting, and spending time Womget haerre ftohre tohnee
ghborhood alive, -awmiayh ftohoed ,b cauntd qtuhee,i rt hneainry tpa
ce, such as the street between the houses,

ce.odihes rr dcl ai med a space often neglected I
ces they occupy it fully.

T ® »w o O

e

y

.3.Q2Qonsciousness of alternativity

first conclusions of this chapter are the f
nition of alternativity is not alGvaayhsant,i niet
ars clearly tlkeat anet adltlerabteéenveafiovet bpaca
rnative to ful fild]l i mmedi ate needs, and nof
ronpaptoisviet i onal institutions (Fulnd epgolaintdi adl. ,:
as feminist protest s, or destruction of

tence, and alternative because of t heir ac:
sSTeheir alternativity lies in the finding of
does not adapt the | et marginalized peopl ¢
ndl vy, ROSCAs still bear the risk of reprod
ed, women in those groups do not necessari
ses. Even if many insbtompmepstuemans ¢heatsedr
mony to gi VvVientbarcikald hppa mome yf or med based on
ite this aspect, they all talk to each ot he
over, the ROSCAs do not offer alternatives

gamous househol d, the domestic work in une

mi rheasdamea e rights and doesspotutsearinctpate

n

a

gepoweove has a hierarchical r e lpateima n g teiam darnfe

I'l'y has fewer financi al means than the | ate

t hfemanmhael edi vi si on of unpai d wor k, and this cr
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Thirdly, i mportant aspect is the role of the s
economic practices. | t seems di fficult, from a
economic practices, owiwewofert hé nm&iemegraéamamar kne
of Louga, most of the tontine groups received
in their practice. This can be seen bothi as a
alternatives for women. I n any case, it opened

both on the right to access the mainstream mar k

Finally, an essenti al guestion regarding alter
such spaces, and the agency of the actors invo
because women have fuldveangemrcoviide st htilsens pwaicteh r
at the neighbor hiotodap peevabarbgy gthlbamte hawwar eness of
transformative potenti al of their activities.

but eist nbd go on the will to produce an alterna
since year, and as kids they went with the mo
devel opment of greater c¢omde qmwedmgdado rato ome rl ssovred |
When | started to question women on this aspe
However, they all were developing a discourse ¢

they were close to one anythegamdidnget o odrleer aj
the cdhanhky.to the reflection broudhndempoino a st
my conception was biased, once again, regardinc
ri gnhstwearRe aodniiofingh i t € aut hors speaking about those
[ started developing my idea with. And mostl vy,
of existi,ngamdhgeafindeaeel stauggtehel |, ROSCAs do
soeicoonomi c exi stence designed by and for women

precisely by them and for them, as theynmeetvedl

ideas of al t.erintat helepss paecmsn exi sting fully on
economically.

However, it would also besumpteecal beemgageoeeci Bpt
gendered alternative spaces. dinsdceuesds, i otnksr oweg hh a
participants, a division between being woman an

not be the ones wused isn rwhyigtle ,f ehmiweivsami , @ rofdiaes p/raea
est enséemhktes the distance between men and Wwo me

saMor eover, they do suffer a gfuarlm ofo itrhjeu satniccees t
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cCbest |l es anc°tres, ils ontddiatvotrd sj®0 U ©$ o09ne
un homme. Cbest | 6homme qui est | a p3atron,
(Participant in the ROSCAs)

And i f sometimes thefeswvtoudbamme mpd yuasswension
and women did other wise, it was never an agreer
Rat her an acceptation that some things are not
bet weenWiwamehs at stake here is the very conce|
been i mplemented tthheo®ughamue no meest naaydtsp fi gt
ande tRROSCAs are a great asset in the hands of
and their advantages, without managing to acc:
community befneerfidwerfywdary iftaod, for c¢cl othes for
ROSCAs are poddnderadd dlhtegyr mexded vemis@ ae€xiss tod n se.c
However, outside of the Dborders of this neigh
opening thought could be on how and why those

at mosphere, when ROSCAs are dr ensiesrht tion rnedneyr otel
to the assemblage |literature of Lancione (2016)
space, all togpotreadim@adeat yng an

%The ancestors always favored men over women. We alv
are everything. So, Here, it is to help women.
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is final chapt er fdiinsdciunsgsse so banntdh baenral €y8z@hss htohfe
uga, Senegal, and more preci $ehyiofgsomeeneihegt
mbi nat vami otist methods described in the previ

servation.

e main conclusion thah &@wmre é&dkodt atwmefopmot hus
the ROSCAs. Il ndeed, t heecyo naornei ca | etxeirsntaetni cvee dsep:s
d wioomren. sbkeicoomeomi cost it hoseamdoaptsages offort hwon
i ghbonkbomdst be aware of not falling in the
d might represent ri sky behavi or sHo vweeweerc,i atl H
mai great tool to help women manage t heper fin

re RvCeSFfCAs are economi antslpag eabaceldednt 6 rulse |, f

onomy i n t hléhenyeigghebaarihyoddnpacted the devel opm
ci al and economic point of vipew,s onrad ateixncgh aan
ighborhood i sashé¢é hepate aonsfwomen, it and now |

tivities.

nal | vy, ROSCAs are alternative spaciers fhiortsht igo
t the destr udtaitdre racferhedirei bseyds tpemmo. cad stse r gddart i o 8 €
metics of the mainstream mar ket ,T hred md esaciomg mi t
the meeti ngandf -ssbpeamtinfdedsl.ondonet hel ess, t h
garding their gendered aspects. Womeantdhesiegne
olmpacted the whole community positivel y.anWwlom
e ROSCAs are the resuttdr mifngd hiits imatrg@i aml a dean
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Concl usi on

The research soughwtomedédiegmnenf uatdeerstramthwani €p
exi stence in the cistoy, afhelL oruvegsae,ar<ehn engaasl .c oThod udcot
ciwyth a group of WO me ns aawigaggs ,ncgr eidn tt laes sooci at
(ROSCRs)do so, the research used qualitative me
Wal king as a metrlacckk imwsesedt he o6idet to understar

guestion deriveardérbomemwal ko ngomegvhwyhayvwewapsbodn

the go, and wher e Adfot etrh ely bsepceannde tahweairre toifmet.he R
introduced in ohhe aspeéebtbsef gabuesidatwiome ns have f
access to public space or commoAndc piafceso, dibow h

designed?

The question |Iied in the definition of alterna
through participants observationsstirmfcoumald ¢ on
the essenti al was to sndérsthen®ROSCAISY sulcd mesch
Di ambrallahebOssaour se, ROSCAs were created in a
needs of Wibhanhdpabe. anal YGsiahhainp oimt Giwlasomossi bl

ROSCAs are economic alternative spaces, as the
systhemy @d&re a great tool for economic risk mal
especially facing soci al duti es. Mor eovela,l the

basfsaeates an answer to aitshhei @il ganitTzdtaiskic bafmu
Di ambardnves to answeeedmsorat ifnameidiod tdeesrierhi, § wthtelr elag
womenbés activities to grow, or women to buy thi
based on a trust system, t hat i s positive, b ut
al ways be on thealinentandheheypmioghtctfon of
However, it might appear that this trust is als
are not exclusivel gpacesomrathkecat hppi mesetodi v h

spectr um.

The ment al sketch map activity, along with the
of womenés perception and emotions of space, b
practices. I ndeed, t he n eoilgvhebso rahroooudn dg rtehaet | RO SchA
bouti ques were opened, houses are stildl i n co.

interesting to understand through the assembl a

human ahudmanomntersections in this neighlbedhoo
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t work of economic and soci al solidarity, I e
rcular neighborhood.

mentioned before, it was quite rare to see
deed, i f many men were sitting around with fr
course, access toemtbloihc gemaee .i $nhitgphlsy pde
cl-agpropriation of public space even though
e right to space. Thi s i S seen mostly thro
mmal i ties between the maps are vectors of T
emed strong, but the inside conception of it
use and the consequence afs idesclcusibemd/ déxc |Luasnic
ace has its own barriers, that form margins.
derstood as margi nal taped,o phravadv em, otf h g uprl d ace ¢
e sipfaice i s also the result of being marginali:
e maps are also pamakbphga isnrwhpgpckepbgsiofalp!
men embody the space theyvdmeret si,n.bultheal sdoo v
esence in the neighborhood, and th-ewakiager gpd:
mmunity created a space dedicated to fil]l t h

ur se, oifs at hgee nfdreuwietd vi si on of space, as throu

mbody space, and occupy it and they do it (o

chestrated by ROSCA |l eaderstyet -fedadecilai mb

bl icl nsptahcies. regard, they are, once again, an

irdly, ROSCAs ar e s pawoense hféere setxbporiensgsy eomb & k iy
ysically. The ROSCA community is essenti al f

onomic and social. They are constituted as

-

ctured interviugawsmo sltilfye thhies tnmoernyD atteel sl ki gnagc, h , br
tion of the political aspect of alternati ve
iec tstpeayc occupi ed, ROSCAs alrned eceids r utphteoyr sa roef

o T o

nomi ¢ spaces, safe spaces, and |l ed to an ap

(2]

regard, they are alternative political speé

e last step Wagrewavkdesst afhdatl b eersnpaetciivailtlyy. di

terviews, it was clear that the participants

—
>

er as the main aamhedseommact tobadesamdsestdeed, t Aen

|l able option, they do not seelAtottthaers tplbam

itionality as a researcher enters bonutheé hoce

®» 0 o

(@]

t i c epser ctehievwye daraes al ternative by all. They d
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is does not mean absolutely that wBmehi arpam
re highly aware of what i s meant to be a wom
ey were aware of the biases and injustice th
this regard, ROSCAs can be consi derWhatasi sl
ant here is that, thatveaychypynebhptul df béemuas
ntext; and onehasth owalyd mnoot uansdseuwnsete and and fi gh
pecially r el evcaonntt ewxhtesn tdheaat! idnigf fweirt f r om t he o
ould always be remembered and questioned.

a nutshell, ROSCAs -eacrcen caarhitced engaitg tveed csepmact ewss eod
the city dfheyowapapeabemasgasluch when carefully
man agents of the neighborhood, through the
aces as und&rathamd byne@i oomot seekstee, dbst
ovi derlnonagh @ r snhemomti uti ons to economic and fi ne
ughoseesspaarce not only economic, as they <cons
end quality time together, and in public spa
em alternative. Indeed, ihytae godér ss0a0dti thh
ose groups are based on the differentiation
is fight, and are aware of t hel fpottheenyt idaol intoyt «
s tornucotfi capitalism, their gendered aspect malk
tion.
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